
07
North Carolina Central University

Campus Life
08

100 Pints of Blood
In honor of 100 years of “truth and service,” North 

Carolina Central University’s Department of Public 

Health Education wanted the student body to 

celebrate by donating 100 pints of blood a day.

This year’ s blood drive, themed “Centennial Twins — 

NCCU and Sickle Cell Disease,” took place from Sept. 

14-16 in the Miller-Morgan Building.

“Since our university is 100 and it’ s been 100 years since 

the discovery of sickle cell disease, the blood drive 

theme is ‘centennial twins,’ ”said Seronda Robinson, 

assistant professor of public health. “September is 

also National Sickle Cell Month,” she said. “African-

Americans suffer disproportionately from sickle cell 

and blood transfusions.”

Sickle cell anemia is a disease in which the body creates 

sickle-shaped red blood cells instead of normal disk-

shaped cells. The sickle-shaped red blood cells form 

clumps and stick inside blood vessels. The blocked 

blood flow can cause severe pain and can damage 

organs.

According to the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services, the disease in this country occurs 

predominately in African-Americans. Between 50,000 

and 60,000 black Americans live with sickle-cell 

anemia.

“During the month’ s blood drive we wanted people 

to learn about sickle cell, but there were also 

opportunities for students to enter bone marrow and 

organ donation registries,” Robinson said.

Some blood types are more needed than others, 

according to Lois Pettiford, administrative secretary 

with public heath education. “We always need O 

positive, O negative, and A positive,”she said.

The American Red Cross’s website states that only three 

out of every 100 Americans donate blood. Pettiford 

said each pint of blood taken from donors could save 

up to three lives. Robinson said the university collected 

close to 1,500 pints during last year’ s blood drives.

Blood drives have been a part of NCCU since the 

1950s, according to Robinson. “It started as part of the 

community health education class when 37 pints were 

collected,” she said. “Now we’ ve become a national 

model drive, particularly for HBCUs.”

(Originally published in the Campus Echo)


