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Our team was mostly high school 
students from DCC’s Xtreme youth 
group, and we served with WE Inter-
national and other ministries there. 
We loved on children, smiled, held ba-
bies, prayed, cried, and led people to 
the Lord.  

One of the hardest things for many of 
us was when we encountered a child 
who was dying. The young mom ap-
proached us asking if we wanted to 
see her baby. As I bent my head to 
look at her baby more closely, I could 
see something was not right, that this 
baby had some severe problems. “No,” 
I thought to myself as I looked at this 
child. How could this baby be so sick? 
The answer: poverty. We weren’t look-
ing at pictures of people on a website 
or on the evening news, but were face 
to face with the reality of people living 
in trash, trying to survive by eating 
garbage, and scavenging for survival. 

Amidst the foulness and ugliness of 
the dump, we as a team found beau-
ty and met Jesus in the faces of the 
people of Smokey Mountain. We saw 
God’s glory, His divine handiwork in 
the children, women and men made in 
His image. We found God at work. We 
sensed Him using us to make peoples’ 
lives better, more beautiful, and more 
hopeful. 

FAITH IS RESPONSIVE
We understood more of what Jesus 
meant when He talks about the least 
of these in Matthew 25:40. The para-
ble is about Him separating the sheep 
and the goats, one of the most powerful 
parables. In it, the difference between 

those who were blessed and those who 
were sent away depended on what 
they did and didn’t do for the needy. 
Jesus calls us, the church, to respond 
to the needs of the poor, the naked, 
the imprisoned, and the hungry. Faith 
is responsive. So for a week in July, 
eight brave high school students that 
many of you so generously supported 
did just that. They fed the hungry, 
clothed those who were essentially na-
ked, prayed for the sick, encountered 
those who were dying, and led people 
to the Lord. 

OUR STORIES
Here is a story of Carolyn Lynch, one of 
the teen participants: “We were told to 
go out in pairs, bless the families that 
live in the dump, and give them food 
for a meal. We had one more meal to 
hand out, when we saw a woman rock-
ing a baby by her door front. We start-
ed talking to her and learned that the 
baby she was holding was her grand-
son. He had gotten sick twice that year 
and had nearly died. She told us she 
and her family had just moved onto 
the dump from permanent housing be-
cause they couldn’t afford the rent. 

We told her why we were in the Philip-
pines and asked if she knew Jesus. She 
said she had been to a Bible study but 
had never made a decision. We asked 
if she wanted to, and she said yes. 
When she said this I was completely 
surprised. I didn’t see it coming. God 
blessed us with the privilege of leading 
her to the Lord and praying for her af-
terwards. When we were done, she had 
tears in her eyes and she was smiling. 
It was amazing to me that even though 

A CAN, AN EMPTY PLASTIC BOTTLE, BURNING RUBBER, DECOMPOSED STENCH, 100 DEGREES, AN INJURED DOG, BROKEN GLASS, A CHILD 

WITH NO BOTTOMS RUNNING, A PLACE WHERE TRASH FROM THE CITY OF MANILA IN THE PHILIPPINES GOES, A PLACE WHERE PEOPLE LIVE. 

THAT PLACE IS THE TRASH DUMP CALLED SMOKEY MOUNTAIN AND IT IS HOME TO SOME 3000 PEOPLE SCROUNGING TO SURVIVE. IT’S THE 

PLACE WHERE 11 OF US, REPRESENTING DOOR CREEK CHURCH, GOT TO SHARE JESUS FOR A WEEK IN JULY. 

... ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did 

for one of the least of these brothers 

and sisters of mine, you did for me.’  

Matthew 25:40
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