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THE STING OF DEATH HAS BITTEN CONNIE KRAUSE AND MANDY WILLE AND KEN MAHR.  IT HAS TOUCHED MANY 

OF US. NO ONE ESCAPES. YET AS CHRIST FOLLOWERS WE KNOW HUMAN DEATH TO BE A “STING,” A “SHADOW” 

OF DEATH. BUT THIS DEATH IS NOT THE END - CHRIST HAS OVERCOME DEATH AND OFFERED ETERNAL LIFE. “DEATH 

HAS BEEN SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY. WHERE, O DEATH, IS YOUR VICTORY? WHERE, O DEATH, IS YOUR STING?” 

I CORINTHIANS 15:55

THE FUTURE SEEMED PROMISING
Joe had already passed through the 
furnace of affliction. Drugs, alcohol. He 
had finished his GED with help from 
home schooling with his mom Connie. 
The adolescent anger was receding.  
He had found solid work at Reflections 
Detailing in McFarland and was to be-
come a partner in the business. And 
then he met Jenn, the love of his life. 
All the pieces his mom had prayed for 
were coming together.  

Jenn and Joe were married on Novem-
ber 10, 2001 and Joe began learning to 
be a father to Serena and Kenny.  

Driving by the detailing shop or Town 
of Burke Cemetery, Connie still ago-
nizes over what happened six months 
later. They found Joe the day after 
Mother’s Day 2002. He started eight 
cars in the detailing shop with ventila-
tion off. He had two wedding rings and 

a wedding picture. Connie still hears 
Jenn’s screams.

Connie and her husband Dan had been 
renting a house to Jenn and Joe in Or-
egon, WI. As Connie recalls, “Shortly 
after Joe’s suicide an upstairs tenant 
told me that Jenn was leaving the 

state. I got in my car and drove over—
to see a moving van at the end of the 
street. I couldn’t believe it. I couldn’t 
face Jenn and drove home—stopped by 
police and was issued a speeding ticket. 
I lost my son and daughter-in-law and 
two grandchildren within two months.” 
Where is God? Where is healing?

A MOTHER LOST
Mandy Wille lost her mother on Au-
gust 6, 2010. Mary died at Mandy’s 
home after kidney cancer spread and 
produced tumors around her lungs.  
“The day after Thanksgiving, 2007 
my mother was diagnosed with kidney 
cancer and after struggling for years 
she moved in with us in February 
2010. A stent was put in her lung.  We 
did our best to care for her.” 
 
But eventually tumors formed around 
Mary’s lungs and oxygen was neces-
sary. On July 27, 2010 Mandy heard a 

noise in the kitchen—Mary had fallen. 
Mandy’s husband rushed home to help 
with the kids… to support Mandy….but 
the inevitable was becoming clearer. 
Hospice came to help but Mary seemed 
to drift in and out of reality. Conversa-
tions became confusing… the refrigera-
tor was found wide open once.  

On August 6 at 12:30 AM, Mary passed 
away.

“I was very close to my mom and her 
death left such emptiness for me.  Who 
could I call when the kids were crying? 
Or when I was sick? We went shopping 
together and had lunch so many times. 
But hardest for me was seeing my four-
year-old son lose his ‘Gram.’ I am wor-
ried about him. He still goes into her 
room and talks to her—maybe not com-
pletely understanding.” How can death 
be understood? Where can we turn?

CANCER ATTACKS VICKY AND KEN
Witnessing the slow death of your 
spouse, with intermittent recovery, 
can be agonizing and draining beyond 
personal limits.  

Ken and Vicky Mahr were told in April 
2010 that Vicky’s small lump was just 
a cyst. That until it really became  

painful, not to worry. But in October, 6 
months later, it DID really hurt and af-
ter tests Vicky was told to report back 
to the clinic immediately. A CT scan by 
the oncologist revealed breast cancer in 
the lymph system near the heart. 

 

“DEATH HAS BEEN SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY. 
WHERE, O DEATH, IS YOUR VICTORY? .....”
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