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Crops:
Humidity
prevents
damage

Continued from Page C1

turn into tomatoes, he said. New
plants with small roots in com-
pacted soil may have trouble
reaching water, making them
susceptible to disease, he said.

The heat is also causing tree
frult to ripen faster than work-
ers can pick it.

Simonian Farming Co. in
Fowler is losing an estimated
5% to 10% of its peaches, plums
and nectarines to the heat,
David Simonian said.

Nighttime lows of 65 to 70 de-
grees are ideal for tree fruit, but
hot nights, including a recent
90-degree low, are the equivalent
of a day's ripening time, he said.

With workers stopping at
noon because of the heat, “You
can only pick it so fast," he
added.

Simonian said he doesn't
know the financial effects of the
heat wave yet; “If [ figured it out,
I'd get depressed."

Allied Grape Growers is also
evaluating the damage done to
wine grapes and Thompson seed-
less grapes, said CEO and Presi-
dent Nat DiBuduo.

Officials don't know how
many dollars the heat wave will
cost farmers, but “we know for
sure it's not good for the crop,”
he said,

The grapes get sunburned,
which makes them unusable, he
said,

The heat also stunts develop-
ment of some varieties,
DiBuduo said,

“When it's that hot, they're
not worried about producing a
crop. They're worried about sur-
vival," he said.

Mites that attack grapevines
also breed more in hot, dry
weather. Mites can cause defolia-

tion, increasing grapes' BXPO-
sure to the sun.

Walnut growers are doing
what they can to prevent losses,
including spraying a white coat-
ing on the trees to make them
less susceptible to sunburn, said
Gene Manhire, a plant manager
for the Sequoia Walnut Growers

Assoclation,

The high humidity levels have
helped prevent damage so far,
said Vickl Zeigler, public rela-
tions manager for Diamond
Foods Ing,

Older orchards are particular-
ly vulnerable to sunburn be-
cause they have less leaf cover-
age. If temperatures continue to
stay high, sunburn could cayse
black hulls, shriveled kernels
allai:i1 Increased mold levels, she
sald,

“At this point, I haven't seen
much sunburn,” Manhire said.
“But if it continues, we could
have a problem.”

B Staff writer Jaff St. John
contnibuted to this report. The
reporter can be reached at
belough@ifresnobee.com or (559)
441-8431,



