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Calhring Howansky, lgh, styles Kalfin Prado’s hair at Salon Del Monaca in Frasno. Kaitiin is gatting har hair cut for Locks of Love in henor of har iriend, Chadena Wylie,
in background, who has been disgnosad with breast cancer. Locks of Love provides hairpseces to poor children wha've lost thair hair because of medical reasons.

Inspiration always gIOWS back

Girl donates hair
to follow steps of
friend with cancer.

harlene Wylle spands much
of her time inspiring people
Her good deeads include
mentoring youths through Big
Brothers/Big Sisters, taking in
foreign exchange students,
donating blood, inviting the
homeless into her home, organtz-
Ing a Christmas
party for
children at
Craveroft Youth
Center and
serving as a
heeplce volun-
tear She also
taught First
Communion
kids at Sacred
Heart Catholic
Church for
ebout 10 years
She’s probebly & blt embarrassed
to hve all of her kind acts listed
She speaks modestly about her
charity and credits her parents
with instilling in her a giving
splrit
Whylle, 53, also has donated her
hair to Locks of Love, a nonproflt
arganization that provides hair
pleces to poor children who've lost
their own hair because of medical
reasons.
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Mine-year-oid Kaitlin Prado's brother, Kolton, 1'/z, walches as Kaitfin's hair sis
on the counter ai Salon Del Monaco after being cut off Saturday.

She twice cut her hair for Locks
of Love and was preparing to do it
for a thind time when she felta
Iump in her right breast in March.

She was at-a Good Friday service

In April when word came of her
biopey restilts. Her Christianity
gave her strength

“I knew I had cancer,” she says
“"When | went to do the adoration
of the cross; | In-ﬁ; my cancer at the
foot of the cross,

Thres chemotherapy treatments
heve left her without hair, but she
offers inspiration and splrituality
with her positive outlook.

Wylls is scheduled for her fourth
chemotherapy troatment a week

from today. She also will have a
mastectomy. 5till, she remains
upbeat.

“I have really strong faith. and
wherever God's will is, ] can aceept
it.” she says.

But this story of inspiration gets
evEn better.

Wylie became friends with the
family of S-vear-old Kaitlin Prado
thire yoars ago. Wylle has becoma
a regular at the family’s gather-
ing=s. She and Kaltlin also have
teamed up on volunteer undertak-
ings

“It's like we're family.” says
Julie Prado, Kaitlin's mother:

Kaitlin learned of her grand-

mother's lung cancer and W
cancer within a coupls weeks of
each'other. Kaitlin came up with
the idea of donating her hair in the
name of her grandmother and
Wylle

50 the little girl, whose hrown
hair Flowed neardy to her walstline
and had besn trimmed but never
cut, had her hair chopped of T
Saturday for Locks af Love.

“Why cut my hair and throw it
in the trash?™ Kaitlin says. “Why
not make a wig for someons who
needs it™

Eaitlin, o Burroughs Elementary
third-grader who will attend
Manchester GATE in August, has
no second thoughts.

“Hair grows back and it's a great
cause,” she 5855

Wylie mot Kaitlin's father, Vic,
when he was admiring her 1968
yeliow Mustang in the parking lot
of a Food M, where he's
employed. About six months later,
he helpad get the car running after
it wouldn't start. The friendship
batween Wylie and the Prado
family flourished

Little did Wylle know that her
stalled car would forge a lasting
bond and lead to Kaitlin glving up
her hair in Wyliz's honor

But it's all about fate and faith —
both of which the Wylie flrmiy
embraces.

» The columnist can be reached
a1 &imanszi@iresnobes.com
or (559 441-6386
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