After nine generations of fun, Camp Sierra’s water pools still remain
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the ‘best kept accidental secret’ for family members of all ages.
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Above: A fife prasarver Hangs on a tres at a swimming hole craated by Southem Califomia Edison Co. It was made around 1918,
according to Camp Siama assistant manager David Boatright. Balow: A sign at Camp Siefra points the way to swimming holes at

Big Creele. Camp Siema is & mix of forest, camp and a rustic community development of cabins in the woods.
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1G CREEK — This is the place
“Where Potholes are a Good
Thing.”
As It says on an old camp T-shirt.
Add Sisrra snowmelt to giant
potholes carved in
granite and you
have that most-sa-
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Malling — which is open to
address: P.O, all but known
Bax 181, about by few—
Croak, CA down a public

trail, lies what in

other years have
been a series of gentle, natural water
slides spilling into calm pools.

*“They're pools that the water has

dug out in certain places over the
enns. We call them the potholes, and
to us the potholes are our favorite
aspect of summer,” says Obo Help, 61,
of San Francisco, who has been
staying at Camp Sisrra one week a

At a popular swimming hole created by Southern Califomia Edison Ca., Amy Hers-
berger, 14, laft, Cameron Cooper, 16, sacond from laft, Joay Coffman, 15, and Nicho-
las Barry piay King of the Raft near Camp Siera.

year for 18 years.

Last year, record-hreaking snow-
pack and rainfall rajzed the water so
high that you couldn't see the
potholes. The "Warning Danger”
sign posted on a high rock — the ona
that always seemed a bit overly
protective in paddling pool days —

wis under raging water.

This year you can see some of the
pools, but a year of late snows has
turned the water slides into white
water and most of the pools too
dangerous for swimming. The
warning sign |s above water and to
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