
Design 
for Function

A style based around architecture that began in the late 
1920's, International style became a design phenom-
enon.  The term was used to describe the decades of 
buildings built by significant architects of the time. 
Modernism began, just before World War II. The Interna-
tional Exhibition of Modern Architecture, organized by 
Philip Johnson, was held in 1932 and afterwards, a book 
was written to help organize and clarify characteristics of 
Modernism. These characteristics of Modernism spread 
throughout the world, covering most of Europe and 
especially spread to the United States.


