
America In Transition:  1929 –1960

A style based around architecture that 
began in the late 1920's, International style 
became a design phenomenon.  The term 
was used to describe the decades of build-
ings built by significant architects of the 
time. Modernism began, just before World 
War II. The International Exhibition of 
Modern Architecture, organized by Philip 
Johnson, was held in 1932 and afterwards, 
a book was written to help organize and 
clarify characteristics of Modernism. These 
characteristics of Modernism spread 
throughout the world, covering most of 
Europe and especially spread to the United 
States.

The main focus of the International style 
was based on thoughts and ideas of Mod-
ernism:  riddance of any sort of extra 
ornament, volume rather than mass, and 
balance rather than symmetry.  These set 
of guidelines were definitely followed 
throughout many decades that followed.

Before the term "International style" came 
about, US architects were thinking about 
and using the same simplification process. 
Some US architects include Frank Lloyd 
Wright, Eliel Saarinen, and Irving Gill. Philip 
Johnson, who actually organized the Exhibi-
tion of Modern Architecture, knew that this 
modern movement was an aesthetic style 
and not just a political statement. It was a 
defining moment in design history, where 
the modern world evolved.
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