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Users need to access to a large amount of information in a
limited space.

Use When

e There’s too much information to present all at once on the page.

e The content can be divided into clearly named sections.

e The number of panels is small (less than 10).

e The user only needs access to one pane of information at a time. Use a
navigation tree or closable panels if the user needs access to more than one
panel of information at a time.

e This is an alternative method to tabs or a navigation tree -- it's a space-

saving device that depends on a user clicking on something to activate/get
access to the panes.
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Solution

Stack panels vertically or horizontally and open panels (through a user action), one
at the time. Opening one panel triggers the collapse of currently open panels.
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Panel Two Panel Headers: User can
Panel Three

expand/contract the content

Panel Four o
\h by clicking on the content
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ac elit felis. Suspendisse quis nibh augue,

eget adipiscing nulla. Curabitur id libero —— A Pane of Content

; : should be shown (open) to
Quisque gravida accumsan lacus eget
: _ the user upon entry of the
commodo. Etiam non nisi eu metus
; : —_— page that the module is
rutrum egestas quis ac diam. Nulla facilisi.
; 5 placed on.
Praesent id tellus sodales est viverra

feugiat. Nulla facilisis ultricies ligula vitae

How

e Organize the content into sections that reflect the users’ needs.
e Give each section a short, descriptive title.

e Put content into panels that expand when the user clicks on the header of
each content pane.

e Panes can be placed horizontally or vertically, but only one panel is open at a
time.

e As a rule/guideline:
0 Use vertical opening panels are to display sub-menu items

0 Use horizontal opening panels for large content areas.
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e Make sure the accordion supports the AutoSize of None. This allows for the
accordion to grow and/or shrink without restriction. Keep in mind that this will
cause other elements on the page to move up and down as it grows/shrinks.

Animation

¢ Animate the opening of panels so that users get feedback about what is
happening. The animation should be subtle which means that it should last no
more than 250ms

o Highlight the current panel so the user can distinguish open panel headers
from closed panel headers

Rationale

e An accordion is useful for compressing many elements in a compact space.
The elements can be properties, questions or simply navigation items.

e Panels reduce screen clutter and help organize the information into digestible
chunks for the user.

e You would use this in many of the same places you might use a Card Stack --
it's a space-saving device that depends on user interaction. Accordion Panels

have the same benefits of a Closable Panel — they give you a little more
flexibility:

0 It can contain sections of wildly differing sizes. If you used a Card
Stack, the smaller sections would have large areas of white space.
o It makes for a more interesting user experience.

Accessibility

e Allow navigation using the keyboard up and down keys
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http://www.time-tripper.com/uipatterns/Card_Stack�

Examples

Adobe.com

Products and solutions

Products

- Acrobat
T

ColdFusion
Cresign Premium

- Fhotoshop
™ Creamweaver

Fhotoshop
Elerments

Solutions

Industries

http://www.pixellab.co.uk/

LATEST NEWS
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“ Computer Hire South West
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% Threenine

Threenine design has

asked us to design and

build a website for selling

camvases and primis...

Read more »u
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“ Sheppards Solicitors
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Apple.com

Top TW shows on iTunes

Top Movies an iTunes

Top Music on iTunes

‘Featured on Tunes

dog
millionaire *

Mew Release Movie and Mare
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http://danielrichards.biz/our-company.php

Daniel Richards uses an accordion for it’'s main navigation. Animation is not as
smooth — but it works because this is a “trendy” site.
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http://www.carbonhouse.com/default.asp?id=8
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Resources

Jennifer Tidwell, Designing Interfaces

Ul Patterns and Techniques, http://www.time-tripper.com/uipatterns/Card_Stack

Weylie.com, Accordion

http://www.usabilityfirst.com/glossary/term_964.txI

Cross-Reference/Links

Accordion panel (The difference between accordion panels and multiple collapsible
panels - is the interrelatedness of an accordion panel — opening one panel closes
another panel- in an accordion control).
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