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Pinewood 
Derby 

winners
In the Webelos I category: First place was 

Gus Pac with Jacob Savanella taking second 
place and Gregory Knapp 
taking third place. 

In the Bears category: 
First place was Nathan 
Sterry with Sam Razbasan 
in second and Gregory 
O’Dowd in third.

In the Wolves cat-
egory: First place was 
Alex Savanella with Luke 
Jones-Auburt in sec-
ond and Rayvin Dean 
in third.

In the Tigers category: First place was Ian 
Thompson with Kristopher Ginsberg in second 
and Cole Brown in third.

In the Siblings category: First place was 
Novelle Dean, second place was Savannah 
Hintz and Ryder Dean took third. 

A day at the (Pinewood) races
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When asked what his car was named, Paul Rego responded. 
“I think I’ll call this car a pain in the butt.” Still, the car took 
first place in the “anything goes” class. Rego’s wife, Julie, took 
first place with her derby car in the adult class. 
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Cub Scout Pack 27 member Tony Santoro cheers on the competitors.
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Novalee and Ryder Dean cheer on cars. Ryder’s derby car came in third in 
the Siblings category.
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Rob Pac of Winsted showed off one of the many mugs he 
personally laser etched for participants of the Winsted Pack 
27 Adult Pinewood Derby. 

photo by shaw israel izikson

Joe Santoro entered his car, The Smoking Gun. “I’m going to 
try to beat these guys because they’re all a bunch of ringers,” 
Santoro said before the race. Santoro came close, but took 
home second place in the adult class. 

By SHAW ISRAEL IZIKSON
Staff Reporter

WINSTED — It was all about the need for 
speed at the annual Cub Scout Pack 27 Pinewoods 
Derby held at the Winsted Knights of Columbus 
on Saturday, Jan. 29.

Thirty-eight Scouts participated in the event, 
which is a national Cub Scout tradition.

To participate in the race, the Cub Scout must 
make a derby car out of a block of pine, four plastic 
wheels and four nails.

The car itself can be designed in any way but it 
must not exceed 5 ounces in weight.

The cars are raced, three at a time, on a specially 
designed 32-foot wooden track and timed by a 
digital clock.

The overall champion was Gus Pac, followed 

by runners-up Alex Savanella and his brother 
Jacob Savanella.

In addition to the youth event, an adult Pine-
wood Derby was held at the Knights of Columbus 
to benefit Pack 27.

The event was similar to a traditional Cub Scouts 
Pinewood Derby, but there were two classes.

The first class included cars that weighed 7 
ounces, up by 2 ounces from a traditional Cub 
Scouts derby car.

The second class was an “anything goes” class 
with no rules in car design, except that gas and 
fire-powered cars and cars that could potentially 
damage the track were prohibited.

The car with the fastest speed after three laps 
was declared the winner. Husband and wife Paul 
and Julie Rego were the winners in the “anything 
goes” and adult classes, respectively.
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Dina Sanchez posed with The Big Block at the Winsted Pack 
27 Adult Pinewood Derby. Her strategy for the race was “to 
make it roll.”
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It was fast and speedy (indoor) racing action at the annual 
Pack 27 adult Pinewood Derby race, held at the Winsted 
Knights of Columbus on Saturday, Jan. 29. 
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T h i r t y - e i g h t 
Scouts and their 
parents enjoyed 
high speed thrills 
of the derby.
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A test of speed, skill and whittling wood: Pinewood Derby cars race along the race track during Cub Scout’s Pack 27 Pine-
wood Derby.

Fun


