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T
hose watching
“Drumline Live”
shouldn’t be pas-
sive during the
percussive pro-
ceedings.
“Our show is

heavily audience-
participation

based,” said Slater Thorpe, the
onstage host of the energetic pro-
duction that rolls into Gary to
kick off the West Side Theatre
Guild’s 15th season on Tuesday.

“I’m kind of the person who
walks you through the process of
introducing you to Historically
Black College and University

bands — the cul-
ture, and how our
different scenes fit
into that culture,”
Thorpe continued in
a phone interview
this month.

Touring nationally
this fall, “Drumline
Live” captures the
HBCU-band grandeur
with the added comple-
ments of lights, props
and staging effects.

“It is putting a march-
ing band in various sce-
narios,” said Reggie Bray-
on, one of the producers of
“Drumline Live” and compa-
ny manager for the fall tour.

Inspired by the 20th Century
Fox film “Drumline,” the touring
incarnation trots out dashing
choreography, dynamic drum-
ming and catchy cadences.

The marching-band concept is
infused with even greater theatri-

cality.
The 2002 movie has

helped give
“Drumline Live”
international
appeal.

“We typically
do Japan in the
summer,” Bray-
on noted.

The public
has a craving to
see the soul-

injected musicality of the cine-
matic “Drumline” in a live-stage
form.

“People have been looking for a
huge follow-up to the movie,” said
the Florida-born Thorpe, a saxo-
phonist and drum major in his
high school band.

“The name ‘Drumline’ has that
mass appeal,” the 36-year-old per-
former added. “I think people are
really excited about the subcul-
ture in our country called the
Historically Black College and
University band.”

The Gary-based West Side
Theatre Guild is bringing back
“Drumline Live” after having pre-
sented last year’s tour in March
of 2009.

Tuesday’s performance is set
for the West Side Theatre at the
West Side Leadership Academy.
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“Drumline Live” serves
up showmanship as it
swings from the horn-
driven might of Earth,
Wind & Fire to
contemporary hip-hop
and rhythm and blues.
The precision is potent.
— PHOTOS PROVIDED

Big season ahead
The West Side Theatre Guild of
Gary has other shows scheduled for
its 2010-11 season.

They include the Peking Acrobats,
Nikki Giovanni, “Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat”
and “Lyrics 14: Best of ... ” — anoth-
er installment of the creative
“Lyrics” series.

For more information, visit
www.thewestsidetheatreguild.com
or call 977-2198, Ext. 14.

If you go
What: “Drumline Live”

Where: West Side The-
atre, 900 Gerry St., Gary

When: 7 p.m. Tuesday

Tickets: $10 in advance,
$15 at the door; the
group rate is $5 per per-
son; tickets available 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. weekdays
at the West Side Theatre,
Door J, or by calling 977-
2198, Ext. 14.


