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American
politics at a
breaking point
BY DIANE KUBIAK
Post-Tribune correspondent

T
he paralyzing divisiveness in politics today,
how it came about, and what the average citi-
zen can do about it will be explored in the
third session of the Sinai Forum on Sunday,
Oct. 24, when Notre Dame Professor Robert

Schmuhl takes the podium.
Schmuhl is the author of many articles, books,

newspaper editorials and essays on American political
life, journalism and the relationship between both. He
is a frequent political analyst on CNN, NPR, CBS,
PBS, NPR and the BBC.
His writings often reflect
on the relationship
between the media and
the American political
process, a relationship
which frequently frus-
trates the American news
consumer trying to make
good political choices.

“I think it’s important
to try to come to terms
with how we reached the
point where we are in
American political life
and what can be done
about it,” he said. “We
need to take the longer
view.” Schmuhl will offer
some ideas on ways to
improve our politics and
respond to questions from
the audience. After his
presentation, he will sign
books.

A popular lecturer, he
was this spring named the
student-selected recipient
of the Frank O’Malley
Undergraduate Teaching
Award.

Schmuhl’s relationship
with the Sinai Forum goes
back to his high school
days here at St. Mary’s
(now Marquette High School), when he would attend
the lectures. The speakers were his own role models,
he said. “As someone who regularly attended the Sinai
Forum lectures, I found it could be important to try to
combine academic work with more public writing.
Many who came were able to do this,” he said.

He most remembers Max Lerner, who wrote the
classic “America as a Civilization.” Schmuhl attended
two of Lerner’s four appearances before the Forum.

“That’s somebody to emulate,” Schmuhl recalls
telling himself then.

Lerner became the first endowed chair holder at
Notre Dame and later colleague of Schmuhl, who
holds a chair as the Walter H. Annenberg-Edmund P.
Joyce Professor of American Studies and Journalism.
When Lerner died in 1992, he named Schmuhl and his
son co-literary executors. Schmuhl has since written
five books on Lerner. For him, returning to the forum
Oct. 24 is a come-full-circle experience. “The Sinai
Forum has been a significant contribution to the intel-
lectual life of Northern Indiana for over 50 years and I
would credit it with much of my interest in contempo-
rary affairs.”

Robert Schmuhl A noted political historian and Notre Dame
professor, will provide his insight into the partisanship,
polarization and paralysis in American politics.

BY TERRY LONCARIC
Post-Tribune correspondent

D
olores Mercado
spent months pon-
dering what pieces
to include in “Vida
Breve,” the Nation-
al Museum of Mex-
ican Art’s most
comprehensive
Day of the Dead
exhibit.
Day of the Dead,

celebrated around
Halloween, has Roman Catholic and
ancient, indigenous roots. Mexicans honor
deceased loved ones with altars containing
photographs and other treasures of their
lives. One custom involves welcoming the
souls of children, who have died, because it
is believed children enter heaven first.

The Day of the Dead exhibit features
paintings, altars, prints, installations, sculp-
tures, and masks. Many of the art works
have been assembled from the permanent
collection. The museum, in Chicago’s Pilsen
neighborhood, boasts the largest collection
of Hispanic art.

Mercado, the exhibit’s curator, sought
new work, too. This year’s exhibit honors
the disaster victims from Haiti and Chile
and includes some very emotional remem-
brances of those who perished.

“We’re trying to show how different cul-
tures represent Day of the Dead,” said Mer-
cado, a Chicago resident. “We have wel-
comed artists from both sides of the border.
I traveled to Mexico to find more pieces. We
try to do something different every year to
celebrate Day of the Dead. It was a long
process.”

The exhibit is not at all morbid as one
would expect. There are elements of spiritu-
ality, feminism, and Mexican history in the
broad spectrum of work.

Cynthia Moreno and Diana Fuentes, two
sisters who are Chicago artists, created an
altar to honor their deceased mother.

"Cynthia and Diana put things their
mother loved, not only in Chicago, but in

Mexico,” Mercado said.
“They included old photo-
graphs, flowers from their
mother’s home in Mexico,
bottles of perfume and some
of their mother’s gardening
tools.”

Moved by the disaster in
Haiti, Vidho Lorville created
a purple-and-white altar,
decorated with flowers and a
painting of a cross. “The
path to death in Haitian tra-
dition is a crossroad,” Merca-
do said. “This altar is a
memorial to the after life.”

Patricia Carlos, a Chicago performance
artist, created a multi-level, paper mache
altar honoring brave Mexican women. “This
installation tells the story of women who
fought for independence and in the Mexican
Revolution,” Mercado said. “It’s really emo-
tional to see these altars. You see the lives of

people flash right in front of you.”
This exhibit has its whimsical aspects,

too. Mercado said “The Serenade” is a beau-
tiful work of art with vibrant colors. The
painting by George Yepes, a Mexican immi-
grant living in Los Angeles, depicts a skele-
ton strumming a guitar. Ester Hernandez
created, “If This is Death, I Like It.” The
serigraph depicts Frida Kahlo, the deceased
artist, with a huge watermelon on her head.
“Ester is a very strong artist,” Mercado
said. "She has been producing prints and
serigraphs for a long time. Her work is very
colorful and ironic.”

The Day of the Dead exhibit is really a
spiritual journey honoring ancient tradi-
tions. “A lot of cultures want to remember
the people we love,” Mercado said. “It’s a
show about death, but we’re also talking
about life. If there’s life, there has to be
death, and vice versa.”

José Alfonso
Fernández Soteno,
“Olla con calacas y
arco / Pot with
Skulls and Arch,”
2008, polychrome
ceramic and wire.

Eduardo Oropeza,
Hechale, “Begin,”
1989, serigraph
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“I think it’s important to try to come to terms
with how we reached the point where we are
in American political life and what can be
done about it,” he said. “We need to take the
longer view.”

IQ “A lot of
cultures want
to remember
the people
we love. It’s
a show about
death, but
we’re also
talking about
life. If there’s
life, there has
to be death,
and vice
versa.”
— DOLORES
MERCADO, CURATOR
OF THE EXHIBIT

IF YOU GO
What: "Vida Breve,"
a Day of the Dead
exhibit

When: Through
Nov. 28

Where: National
Museum of Mexican
Art, 1852 W. 19th
St., Chicago

Phone:
(312) 738-9740

If you go
What: Purdue University
North Central’s 57th annual
Sinai Forum

When: 3 p.m., Oct. 24

Where: Elston Middle
School’s Performing Arts
Center, 317 Detroit St.,
Michigan City.

Phone: 785-5697

Of note: There will be a
book signing following the
program.

Gail MarksJarvis (November 7)

After the Stock Market Shock: What’s Ahead for Your
Money Financial journalist, MarksJarvis will assess our cur-
rent economic status, discuss how the recession affected the
investment psychology of the nation and give us tips on what
to do with investment dollars now. She will make the complex-
ities of our recent financial meltdown understandable.
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How do
other
cultures
memorialize
their
ancestors?

For local Day of the Dead altars at IUN C3


