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B y  D E B  Q U A N T O C K 
M C C A R E Y

Contributing Reporter

The extremely personal process 
– and timing – of  coming out as an 
LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Transgender, 

Bi-sexual, Questioning) person to 
family, friends and co-workers can be 
frightening, or a struggle, for some.

However, coming out, even if  it is 
only to one’s self  at first, will change 
your life, say five working profes-
sionals who in their own words 
agreed to share their experience. 

REV. SHAWN 
SCHREINER, 54
Rector, Grace Episcopal 
Church in Oak Park

“I was 30, and in seminary, and 
one of  the strongest memories that 
I have is the day one of  my class-
mates coming to tell me that she 
would love to be in a long-term rela-
tionship. She told me she had met 
this person that she thought she 
could spend the rest of  her life with. 
Then she went on to say it was me. 

“I went back to her later and said 
that I really appreciated that she 
was able to share that story with 
me, and that she was opening my 

eyes to something that I had needed 
to look at for a really long time. But, 
I was not interested in a relation-
ship with her. I think at that point I 
already knew, and I had a clear idea 
of  that there might be somebody 
else that I was interested in. 

“I came out to two of  my siblings, 
my sisters, on voice mail, and I called 
my brother. They just didn’t answer 
the phone. I was prepared to talk to 
them, although I was pretty nervous. 

“So, I am thinking, oh, thank you 
God, they did not answer the phone. 
Next day I had flowers in the mail 
from my sisters, accompanied with 
all these questions about why didn’t 
you tell us. I said, it was because I 
was afraid of  what you might think, 
which was hurtful to them.” 

JEF ANDERSON, 46
Co-owner of Yearbook in 
Forest Park

“I came out to my parents when 
I was 18 years old. I told my father 
first and it was a very awkward 
situation. I remember he made 
a remark about how he wouldn’t 
expect that kind of  behavior from 
me – that he didn’t think it was pos-
sible. But I confirmed that it was the 
truth and he was devastated. Both 
my parents took it very hard. It was 
extremely difficult to see them so 
emotional and upset. 

Five local people explain how they told family, colleagues, even themselves
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Coming out stories

COVER PHOTO
Meet Maxine (name 
changed for privacy), 
a local tween who has 
been living as a girl 
and loving it.

Photo provided

See COMING OUT on Page 8

“My friend told me she had met this person that she 
thought she could spend the rest of her life with. Then she 
went on to say it was me. ”
 — Rev. Shawn Schreiner

“Being gay can be 
strengthening because 
you have to reach so 
deep inside yourself to 
dispel all the negative 
stuff that is being said 
against you, especially 
when it’s coming from the 
people you really love.”
 — Jef Anderson
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B y  D E B  Q U A N T O C K  M C C A R E Y
Contributing Reporter

Living arrangements are rapidly changing 
in America, including when it comes to the 
number of  same sex couple households, the 
recognition of  marriages by individual states, 
and this month a ruling on the issue by the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

Based on data collected from the 2010 
American Community Survey (ACS), there 
are approximately 594,000 same sex couple 
households in the United States.

In the mid-1990s, growing up in one of  those 
families were Oak Parkers Ariel Levin, now 
22, and her brother, Ben Levin, now 20, the chil-
dren of  Rebekah Levin and Sophie Kaluziak.

“Ben and I were born through the same 
sperm donor, so it was a very intentional thing 
for us to be raised by the two of  them,” Ariel 
says, adding that there was “never a point 
where I thought one of  them was my dad, and 
I have never grown up in a family where the 
parents were closeted about being gay.”

Her brother Ben says that as early as first 
grade he discovered that there are a few levels 
to being a boy of  two moms, because “it is 
hard to say if  me having a dad would have 
made my life any different in specific ways, 
but at times it would be nice to have someone 
to relate to, and you can’t completely do that 
with women… and, well, I was definitely 
embarrassed about my parents, but that was 
just because they were my parents,” he jokes.

Hannah Walsh, 18, is a 2014 Oak Park and 
River Forest High School grad who has just 
finished her first year at American University 
in Washington, D.C. 

Her dad, Bob Walsh, came out as a gay man 
when she was 11 months old, so she says she 
never really knew him as a straight man.

“I always kind of  figured that I had two 
dads, and so did everyone else,” she says. 
“I remember when I was in first grade and 

attending Whittier, my dad had this Rainbow 
Gay Pride bumper sticker on his car, and 
someone recognized it, and they said some-
thing about him being gay,” she recalls. “I 
was terrified by that, and asked him to take 
it off  his car. I was six years old, so I didn’t 
really realize how horrible that was to say to 
him, and he was taken aback by it but told 
me that he was sorry, apologized, and took 
the sticker off  of  his car.”

She avoided the topic until she entered high 
school; it was the year that Fox’s Glee de-stig-
matized, in a way, being gay, and having two 
gay dads became pop culture trendy. 

“So, I started telling everyone,” she says. 
“Some people were a little bit taken aback by 
it, and some people were like, oh my god, that is 
so cool that you have two gay dads. I would say, 
oh yeah, but not really, it is just fun,” she says.

For Seth Lueck, 26, he became aware that 
he was the only boy child of  two moms in 
first grade, “when we made a planting pot for 
Mother’s Day, and I was the only person in the 
class who had to make two,” he says, adding 
other reminders were when as a family they 

needed to fill out forms that required a signa-
ture of  a mom and a dad, which did not match 
up with his parents.

But eventually, with explanations and advo-
cating on that front, society has shifted into 
the future for families with same-sex partners. 
Thanks to the support he received in his home, 
Seth says he has acquired an appreciation for 
the arts, and played rugby through his col-

lege years, graduating from Evergreen State 
College with a Masters of  Arts in English, and 
a Bachelor of  Sciences in biochemistry. He is 
currently applying to Ph.D. programs, he says. 

“I am in a committed hetero-normative 
relationship, and maybe I would have kids 
someday,” Seth says. “If  I do decide to adopt 
children, or have biological children, I will 
be very happy to introduce them to their two 
grandmas. I would say, these are your grand-
mas, the wonderful women who raised me.” 

Meanwhile, for Ariel and Ben, being raised 
by two publicly and politically active, moms 
has been empowering.

 “What they accomplished is something for 
me to feel proud about them and my family,” 
Ariel says. “They stood up for their rights 
as members of  the LGBTQ community, 
especially Bekah with her being an activist 
around a lot of  different issues, from educat-
ing the school system about queer families 
to all of  her Palestine stuff  and she has been 
involved in a lot of  other issues.”

Brother Ben says ditto to that, speculat-
ing that having two “gender queer” moms is 
no different than having a hetero-normative 
mom and dad.

Then, with a wry sense of  humor, he speaks 
out again: “I only got an hour of  computer a 
day until freshman year in high school. But, 
this has nothing to do with having two moms, 
it is just a complaint.”

2 MOMS, 2 DADS
These kids are all right

Photos provided

Above, Seth and Collette Lueck. Left, the Levin/
Kaluziak family. Below, Hannah Walsh‘s family.
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Editor’s note: The names in this story 
have been changed for reasons of  privacy.

B y  D E B  Q U A N T O C K  M C C A R E Y
Contributing Reporter

Maxine’s mom, Cherie, describes her 
12-year-old daughter as a tender hearted, 
precocious, and articulate pre-teen, with 
a girlish build and long, blond hair that 
frames her face.

Possessing an inherent sense of  fash-
ion that goes beyond her age, the Oak 
Park girl loves traveling in a group of  
female friends, just hanging out, playing 
tag-like running games, and listening to 
teen idols like Katy Perry, Lady Gaga, 
and of  course, Pink who Maxine says “is 
amazing.”

Cherie also describes her daughter as 
transgendered, a girl, in a boy’s body, who 
now is living life freely feminine, and 
because of  that, happily. 

“When I was born, I wasn’t aware what 
transgender meant,” said Maxine, during 
a recent interview with her mom at a café 

in Oak Park. “So, for many years all it was 
for me was confusion, [because] I would 
always look at girls, and think to myself, 
“oh, I want to be that, to be a girl. It’s not a 
thing that I think of  everyday, like ‘oh, I’m 
transgender.’ I just think of  me as a girl.” 

After a long, difficult journey up to 
Maxine’s second year in grade school, 
Cherie says that, since then, she and her 
husband, as well as their two other chil-
dren, and a network of  supportive family 
and friends, have been celebrating her 
transgendered daughter’s “coming out.” 

Maxine, says Cherie, is now living her 
life as a girl, and in the future, is aiming 
to the next step of  becoming a woman.

You as you
In 2007, photographer Lindsay Morris 

began documenting campers’ experienc-
es at an annual four-day wilderness camp 
for “gender variant” children, age 6 to 12. 
The camp was born out of  a circle of  par-
ents who met in a therapy group for gen-
der variant children, and their families. 
In May, selections of  those photographs, 

as well as an essay by Jennifer Finney 
Boylan, were published in Morris’s new 
book “You Are You.”

Among the children featured in the 
book, and in a recent Time magazine 
article about it, is Maxine. 

“For the last five years or so, I have 
gone to this camp that allows all LGBT 
[Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual, Transgender],” 
says Maxine. “When I go there, I meet 
other people who are transgender, and 
I have met some of  my closest friends. I 
just feel free there. We run through fields 

‘I am a girl’
And at 12, a transgendered Maxine is one happy kid

See BEING HAPPY on Page 9Photo provided

www.lindsaycmorris.com
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Celebrate!

Sing it out. “I want the world 
to know, got to let it show.”  
Val’s Halla Records, Oak Park

Take time to renew your spirit.  
Garfield Park Conservatory, Chicago

Rely on 
Family, it 
is where 
love begins. 
Camille et 
famille, Forest 
Park

Find your wings. Team Blonde

Write your own story.  
Yearbook, Forest Park

Send encouraging words. 
The Looking Glass 

Read a new story. The Looking 
Glass bookstore on South Oak 
Park Avenue has an LGBT section.  
The Looking Glass, Oak Park

Celebrate your life, your 
passion, your love.  Order 
a sprinkle cake from any 
local inde bakery
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“Being gay can be strengthening, 
because you have to reach so deep 
inside yourself  to dispel all the neg-
ative stuff  that is being said against 
you, especially when it’s coming 
from the people you really love. But, 
I think, looking back at my coming 
out to them so early on, making 
that decision probably gave me the 
strength to take more risks through-
out my life – including my business. 

“I have an extraordinary relation-
ship with my parents today. They 
are completely accepting and they 
absolutely love my partner, Noel. 
I don’t regret for one minute the 
years when my parents were less 
receptive to who I was, because, 
we worked through it. Sometimes 
what you really want doesn’t hap-
pen right away. Everybody needs 
their own time. If  you stay strong 
and have faith, and understand that 
those on the other side of  the fence 
are struggling themselves, you’ll 
find that the world does turn and life 
has a way of  working things out.” 

TIA ETU, 52
Artist and owner of 
Whatever Comes to Mind 
in Oak Park

“When I was in high school, about 
15, I was into my gym teachers, and 
things like that. I was obsessing 
over them. It was like I would love 
to go to sleep, and I would think 
about them, and things like that. 
At the time, I really didn’t register 

what that was until I was dating a 
guy, who, you know, was really a 
great guy.

“I just kept thinking: Something 
is missing, something is missing. 
Then one night, it just dawned on 
me that I was a lesbian. It was the 
happiest feeling in my life, because 

all of  a sudden, some door had 
opened, because some sense had 
been made as to, you know, who I 
am.

“At that time, people did not really 
talk about things, and your family 
kind of  hoped you would get out 
of  it, because it was a phase. And, I 
think my family had to accept me in 
a lot of  ways. I was different. I was 
a person who wanted to be an artist, 
and I dressed all weird -- they had a 
lot to adjust to in their world. 

“It affects my art in a way that 
my art is strong. My colors are bold, 
and everything is dominant, clear. 
So much so, that people tell me 
that when they see my paintings or 
murals, they know it was my work. 
I am always drawing trees, because 
trees are so grounded, and it repre-
sents how I feel about myself, as frag-
ile as I am. So because I know who 
I am, I feel very rooted, grounded.”

DAVID J. SELEB, 48
Executive director, Oak 
Park Public Library

“I am quite sure, positive that 
most people in my life, especially 
those who were close to me, knew 
that I was homosexual, but I did 
not choose to tell anyone at all until 

I was 38 years old. Up until that 
time, I had lived a pretty private 
and solitary life, except for a few 
friends and family members. I was 
close to my family, as well, and that 
was great.

“I met the man that I am married 
to now, and fell in love. We had a 
civil union ceremony a little over 
three years ago, and got married 
this past February.

“When we fell in love, and we 
began sharing our life together, I 
knew that that is what I needed and 
wanted to do. I told my family first, 
and then slowly and quietly came 
out to those who were closest to me, 
more family, my co-workers, and 
then one day, I just realized that I 
was living my life completely open-
ly and was not interested in keeping 
that a secret anymore.

“When I realized that, it was a very 
liberating thing for me, it undoubt-
edly led to a life that I am lead-
ing now, that is much richer, much 
fuller, much happier and much more 
full of  love than I really ever frankly 
thought it would be. At that point 
there was just no question that we 
were going to do that publicly.” 

BARB SESSLER, 46
Controller, Revolution 
Brewing in Chicago

“I knew I was a lesbian at a very 
young age, probably around 12 or 13 
years old. But, I was raised Catholic, 
so I went through life thinking that 
people don’t do that. Being a lesbian 
is just not something that is OK. In 
high school, it was kind of  funny, 
because it was my mother’s desire 
to keep me away from boys, and she 
put me in an all-girl Catholic school.

“In my 20s, I was working for an 
ad agency, and the first person I 
came out to was actually someone 
who worked at the ad agency as 
well. His name was David, and I 
suspected that he was gay. He and I 
used to go out for drinks after work 
pretty frequently. 

“One day, he said ‘I am sorry, 
but it is just not going to work 
out between us because I am gay.’ 
Without even thinking, I said some-
thing like, ‘David, you idiot. I am not 
interested in you. I am gay, too.’ 

“It just came out, but it was a 
very comfortable moment. I was 24, 
and he had the best possible reac-
tion. He stood up, had this big smile 
on his face and hugged me. At the 
time I wasn’t very out in the work-
place, only with him, and a few close 
friends, because I felt safe. I did 
begin a relationship with a woman 
when I was 25. I was not extremely 
vocal about it at work, but I had 
allies at work, and close friends who 
knew, and there was a safety net for 
me in that.”

Coming out
Continued from page A3

“One night, it just dawned on me that I was a lesbian. It was 
the happiest feeling in my life because all of a sudden, some 
door had opened because some sense had been made as to 
who I am.”
 — Tia Etu

‘I am sorry,” he said, ‘but it 
is just not going to work out 
between us because I am 
gay.’ Without even thinking, 
I said something like, ‘David, 
you idiot. I am not interested 
in you. I am gay, too.’ 
 — Barb Sessler

“I was living 
my life com-
pletely openly 
and was not 
interested in 
keeping that 
a secret any-
more.”
 — David J. Seleb
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of  dewy grass, and I feel so happy, 
because I have nothing to hide, 
whatsoever, and we can just be who 
we want to be,” she says. “Gender is 
so confusing, and gets really stupid 
when people think gender means 
wearing sparkly or pink [if  you 
are a girl], or dull colors like blue 
and brown [if  you are a boy]. I feel 
so much more happy as a girl, and 
it has made me feel comfortable 
because I am now able to be myself.” 

A real girl
Cherie, a doctoral candidate in 

clinical psychology who has been 
a Masters level clinician for 20 
years, says, “My middle child was 
about 18 months old, really as early 
as she could speak, when she told us 
she was a girl.”

Even then, her parents believed 
their son “was a boy, because our 
new baby was boy bodied.”

They started questioning 
Maxine’s gender when their young-
est child, a girl, was born, and 
Maxine, their middle child was a 
toddler. A cousin had dropped off  
a bag of  hand-me-down clothes for 
the new baby girl.

“My middle child got into that 
bag of  clothes, and for her, it was 
like Christmas,” Cherie recalls. “We 
really did think that it had more to 
do with the new sibling. Then, we 
thought it was a phase, and just that 
he was really creative, so at that 
point, we weren›t concerned.”

It is what happened during 
Maxine’s first hair cut that caused 
concern. Cherie asked if  Maxine 
wanted to look like a Power Ranger. 
The toddler preferred to “be 
Cinderella, and I sort of  stopped 
and looked at my husband, who 
was looking through the camera, 
and I was thinking, ‘OK, I do not 
know what this is, but this is atypi-
cal, and not what you would expect 
from a male child of  this age to be 
wanting.”

As the years passed, the child’s 
gender nonconforming behaviors 
became pervasive and intensified.

When they moved to Oak Park 
and Maxine was set to start the 
first grade her parents were mull-
ing around the idea of  allowing 
their child to start fresh in a new 
school as a girl. 

“Maxine would be able to wear a 
dress all the time, or dress in typi-
cally female clothing all the time, 
and grow her hair out,” Cherie says. 

In addition, Cherie continues that 
her name would be feminized, the 

proper pronouns would be changed 
from him to her, and the boy-bodied 
girl would be allowed to change her 
appearance so she could be “able to 
go about her business as a regular 
little girl.”

But, based on advice from their 
networks of  professional clinicians, 
Maxine’s parents decided to hold 
off  on all that. 

Instead, they spent a year on 
“helping her organize her gender 
identity, such that Maxine could be 
a boy, and basically that is what 
we attempted to do,” Cherie recalls, 
adding that back then there really 

weren’t any good clinical options, 
and after a while, she felt “[making 
Maxine be a boy] was going to harm 
her.”

Also, it did not work.
“With every birthday candle, 

every shooting star, every tooth she 
lost, every wish there was to be 
made, including every night before 
she went to bed, Maxine would 
clasp her hands together and say 
out loud: ‘Please, please, please, let 
me wake up a girl. This happened 
every day,’” says Cherie.

The sea change came in the mid-
dle of  second grade, with Maxine’s 

persistent proclaims of, “Mom, I 
have to be a girl…I have to be a 
girl…I have to be a girl,” Maxine 
said. 

 “One day, my mom said, ‘Maxine 
you can go to that Boy Scout camp 
out, or you can stay here and trans-
gender,’” Maxine recalls, adding 
that her mom knew if  she really 
was transgender she would choose 
to stay. 

In the future, besides finding 
a person who can accept her for 
who she is, and possibly pursuing 
a career in some aspect of  design, 
Maxine has set her sights on being a 
transgender rights advocate.

 “I don’t have a choice of  who I 
am inside,” she says. “I am a girl. 
I am not changing my gender. I am 
changing to the gender that I am. I 
am a girl, and that is the part of  me 
I cannot change.” 

Being happy
Continued from page A5

‘I don’t have a choice of 
who I am inside. I am a girl. I 
am not changing my gender. 
I am changing to the gender 
that I am. I am a girl, and 
that is the part of me I can-
not change.” 
 — Maxine

www.lindsaycmorris.com
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B Y  D E B  Q U A N T O C K 
M C C A R E Y

Contributing Reporter

At age 56, Bob Walsh says he is living 
a genuine life.

Born at Loretto Hospital on Chicago’s 
West Side, the life-long Oak Parker is the 
oldest child, and only son, of  Bob and 
Marietta Walsh, the long-time owners 
of  the former Logos Bookstore. Walsh’s 
parents were also among a small group 
of  couples that formed the Family Mass 
at St. Giles Church in Oak Park.

Among the descriptors Walsh attach-
es to himself: the devoted dad of  two 
college-age children, and the first open-
ly gay member of  the District 97 school 
board where he served from 2001 to 2005. 

In the past he worked as a legis-
lative director for U.S. Rep. Bobby 
Rush, issues director for Sen. Carol 
Mosely Braun, and as issues analyst 
for Richard M. Daley during his 1988 
campaign. He also worked in the office 
of  fair housing and equal opportunity 
for the U.S. Department of  Housing 
and Urban Development until he was 
outed as a gay man.

Currently, although he is an attorney, 
Walsh works as a parent mentor with 
emotionally disabled kids and their 
families, and several times a week 
volunteers as a homework helper at 
Hephzibah Home. He is engaged to his part-
ner of  13 years. The couple is planning a 
spring 2016 wedding, a marriage which for 
Walsh will be his second.

The first marriage ended when at age 38 
Walsh came out to his wife and family.

On a recent sunny day in May, Wednesday 
Journal shared a cup of  coffee with Bob 
Walsh as he told his story.

n

WJ: Did you know you were gay before age 
38?

BW: I really didn’t. Some men that I have 
spoken to knew when they were four or five 
(years old). I simply didn’t work with that 
knowledge until much, much later. I was a 
good Catholic. I was an altar boy. I went to 
Ascension and St. Giles and St. Ignatius. I 
toed the line. Back in the ‘70s and ‘80s gay 
people certainly existed, but it wasn’t part of  
my experience growing up. 

WJ: You told me that you always wanted 
to work in Washington D.C., and in college 
taught workshops in the Capitol. What hap-
pened there?

BW: There was a guy who worked for the 
workshop and I considered him to be a close 
friend. He, in collaboration with an older 
gentleman who lived in Georgetown, took me 

to a dinner club in Georgetown. I remember 
having one drink, and after that I remember 
nothing. The next morning I woke up and 
realized that I had been sexually assaulted 
by these men. I was very freaked out and 
disturbed by that. And in denial, I believed 
my friend when he told me that he was not 
involved in the process.

WJ: How did that assault affect you?
BW: I know now, that anytime I ever had 

any, even the smallest inclination of  an attrac-
tion to a man, I attributed it to the sexual 
assault. The assault happened when I was 19. 
And for the next 19 years I lived happily and 
successfully as a straight man.

WJ: How could that be?
BW: I dated women all through my 20’s, and 

I got married when I was 30. My ex-wife and I 
spent five years before we had kids traveling, 
and we had a wonderful time. At the time, I 
worked on Capitol Hill and she was in politics, 
as well. When my ex-wife was pregnant with 
my son, I started being deeply depressed and 
I didn’t know why, so I started to see a thera-
pist. She (the therapist) and I, over the next 
two years worked through this whole issue, 
and we had a breakthrough. She convinced 
me not to hate myself  for being attracted to 
men. This was after I was married for six 

years. She asked me “what’s the worst 
that could happen with you,” and I 
said, I could lose everything. I could 
lose my family. I could lose my career. I 
could lose everything that’s important 
to me. And unfortunately a lot of  that 
happened. 

WJ: What do you mean?
BW: Once I got in touch with the fact 

that the sexual assault had compelled 
me to deny in my heart and soul who 
I really was, everything in my life fell 
apart. All of  a sudden when I came 
out, there were no rules, no expecta-
tions, and I was a stranger in a strange 
land. It was confusing and disturbing.

WJ: How did you come out to your 
friends and family?

BW: I told them that as a result of  
the sexual assault, I didn’t have this 
awareness at an earlier age, and I was 
in deep, deep denial in my heart and 
soul about who I was. 

WJ: How did they react?
BW: The biggest reaction initially 

was concern for my kids, who were very 
young, and for my ex-wife. Any type of  
discussion of  the sexual assault just 
went by the wayside. At the time that I 
came out my dad had a gay manager at 
the bookstore (Logos), and I knew that. 
It was a comfort to me to know that 
he was that accepting. My dad’s reac-
tion was, “We don’t understand, but 
we love you and we will work on trying 
to understand.” Over time, especially 
since I’ve been with my partner for 13 
years, they now know and love him, 
and we have become accepted and a 
part of  our family’s fabric. 

WJ: How did you handle your professional 
life?

BW: I was working at the U.S. Department 
of  Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 
and a co-worker managed to get a hold of  
something incriminating and put a copy of  
that piece of  paper on all 60 of  my co-workers 
seats. So, suddenly, I was outed to everyone. 
I worked there for another eight years, but I 
experienced a lot of  discrimination, and left 
because I knew it was only going to get worse. 

WJ: How have you been able to bounce 
back?

BW: My kids have been, and continue to 
be, my priority. They are what I focused on 
during my transition when things were very, 
very bumpy. Since then, things have gotten 
considerably better. Living in Oak Park was 
a blessing. It was enormously helpful to be in 
a place that was so accepting and so diverse.

WJ: So, again, you really didn’t know you 
were gay until the age of  38?

BW: No. When they assaulted me, they 
took a lot more away from me that I realized 
and I’m not willing to allow for that to stand. 
I had to do what I considered the honest thing 
and live a genuine life, and the only way that 
I could do that was to start over. And that’s 
what I essentially did.

Sexually assaulted at 19. Coming out at 38. A new marriage at 56.  
Bob Walsh tells his compelling life story

Living a life in thirds

WILLIAM CAMARGO/Staff Photographer
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Chicago 45th Annual Pride Parade

Chicago Pride Weekend consists of  a two-
day festival and our world-famous parade. 

The two-day festival takes place along 
Chicago’s famed Halsted strip on Saturday, 
June 20 and Sunday, June 21.

The parade takes place over a four-mile 
route on Sunday, June 28. 

Stage acts and event for the 
festival

The parade kicks off  at noon on Sunday, 
June 28, at Montrose Avenue and Broadway 
in Uptown and ends near the intersection 
of  Diversey Parkway and Sheridan Road in 
Lincoln Park. Pride Month in June is the 
culmination of  Chicago’s vibrant LGBT com-
munity. The energy in the city peaks on Pride 
Weekend, which falls on the last weekend 
of  June each year in commemoration of  the 
anniversary of  the Stonewall Riots. On Pride 
Friday and Saturday thousands will gather 
along Halsted for the two day festival. Stages 
of  music, exhibitors, great food and drinks 
are available to enjoy. In the evening the revel-
ers will pour into Boystown clubs and party 
into the wee hours of  the night.

On Sunday the roar of  the crowd heralds 
the start of  the Pride Parade, a dazzling cav-
alcade of  diversity. The streets are lined 12 
people deep as 750,000 people cheer the contin-
gents on and enjoy the show, culture and expe-
rience! For the liveliest viewing spots head to 
the Boystown section of  North Halsted Street, 
between Belmont Avenue and Grace Street. If  
you are seeking a less crowded area to view 
the parade, look for your viewing spots near 
the beginning of  the route along Broadway 
between Montrose Avenue and Sheridan Road 
or further along Broadway between Belmont 
Avenue and Diversey Parkway. 

It helps to know some tips, tricks and 
pearls of  wisdom for surviving the weekend 
and ensuring a fun, happy and safe stay in 
Chicago. And if  you’re visiting just for the 
weekend, you might find some special offers 
on hotel rooms on ChicagoPride.com. 

When is Chicago Pride? 
The Chicago Pride two-day celebration 

takes place the weekend before the parade. 
And the parade historically takes place dur-
ing the final weekend in June of  each year. 

How did Pride begin? 
The annual Pride Celebration commemo-

rates the rebellion of  LGBT patrons of  the 
Stonewall Inn in New York City’s Greenwich 
Village in response to a routine police raid 
on June 27, 1969. The following year, a “Gay-
In” that took place on June 27, 1970 that was 
the early progenitor of  the current Pride 
Celebration. Since 1972, the event has been 
held every year, Since its modest beginnings, 
Chicago Pride has grown to be one the larg-
est and most well-known Pride events in 
the world. Pride has come to symbolize sev-
eral things: the long history of  lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, and queer dignity, the 
freedom of  all people to meaningfully and 
proudly express their sexual and gender iden-
tities, and the commitment of  LGBT people to 
combating oppression. 

Do I need a ticket to get into 
Pride? 

There is no fee to attend the Pride Fest or 
watch the parade. A voluntary donation is 
requested at the entry gates to Pride Fest. 
This donation goes back to community sup-
port programs. 

Is there an age limit for entry 
into Chicago Pride? 

The Pride Fest and parade are open to 
people of  all ages. 

Where can I stay near Pride events? 
Hundreds of  thousands of  people from out-

side Chicago come to the city for Pride each 
year. Find information on local lodging. 

Where can I find parking? 
To ease the parking and traffic congestion 

around the Chicago Pride Parade route, we have 
teamed up with Parking Panda, the nationwide 
leader in online parking reservations. Locations 
within easy walking distance to the parade 
route are extremely limited and expected to 
sell out so we recommend that purchase your 
Chicago Pride Parade parking passes now! 

Apart from Pride, Chicago is also known for 
its world-class public transportation system, so 
please consider familiarizing yourself  with the 
CTA (for transportation within the city) and 
with METRA and Pace (for transportation from 
the suburbs into the city). To find routes from 
anywhere in the Chicagoland area to Pride Fest 
and the Parade visit transitchicago.com. 

Are pets allowed? 
Yes, pets are allowed, including, of  course, 

service animals assisting people with acces-
sibility needs. We do, however, strongly rec-
ommend leaving pets at home since both 
the Parade and Festival are noisy, crowded, 
and hot. Pets can sometimes be very startled 
by the crowds and sounds of  Pride. In busy 
areas, it may be difficult to navigate with 
pets who will be walking on the ground given 
the high number of  stomping feet moving 
through the crowd. 

— CHICAGOPRIDE.GOPRIDE.COM
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