
WHAT IS PRIDE ALLIANCE?

Pride Alliance is an employee resource group dedicated 
to celebrating diversity of sexual orientation and 

championing gays, lesbians and transgenders as equal 
and valuable employees at Turner.
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LANDMARK JUDGEMENT: FREEDOM TO MARRY

WHO’S DIVERSE? TURNER IS—THAT’S WHO!

On June 26th, the 
Supreme Court ruled  
that the Constitution 
guarantees the right 
to same-sex marriage 
nationwide. This was 
a landmark ruling 
where the news 
and social media 
outlets exploded 

with rainbows. The phrase and hashtag “Love Wins” became synonymous 
with the ruling and for this one day, happiness and love was apparent 
nationwide.  Fitting, is this quote from John F. Kennedy: “No union is more 
profound than marriage, for it embodies the highest ideals of love, fidelity, 
devotion, sacrifice and family. In forming a marital union, two people 
become something greater than they once were.”

This year Turner launched its 
first ever employee inspired 
& designed diversity training 
– Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender Awareness!
 
The course has been 
extraordinarily well received 
and has been taken by 1976 
employees as of the middle of August.

The excitement that Dan and Jeff have created can be heard in every 
Turner office.  Instant celebrity status has ensued; the paparazzi has been 
swarming.  Dan and Jeff are currently in hiding.

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING?

HOUSING WORK OPEN AIR STREET FAIR

On June 7th, Pride Alliance 
and Turner’s Operation 
Give-Back teamed up 
to volunteer at Housing 
Works’  Open Air Street Fair! 
This block party/shopping 
bazaar features donated 
books/ records/CDs, live 
music, kids’ story time and 
thrift shop finds. All profits 
pay for Housing Works’ 

services for homeless and low-income New Yorkers living with 
HIV and AIDS. Turner has participated for the last three years.

AIDS/LIFECYCLE 2015

Steven Jacobson and Stacy Wilson biked on respective teams 
at this year’s AIDS/LifeCycle event. The 7-day, 545-mile bike ride 
began in San Francisco and ended in Los Angeles. Funds raised 
benefit the San Francisco AIDS Foundation and Los Angeles 
LGBT Center. Steven’s team--Team San Diego--raised over $229K! 
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CALLING ALL ALLIES!

MEET THE ALLY AMBASSADORS

As you know, in June we 
rolled out the Pride Ally 
Program to support Pride 
Allies and Ally Ambassadors. 
Ally Ambassadors are like 
the “super-user” of the 
Ally program. What is an 
Ally? An Ally is someone 
who actively works to end 
intolerance, educate others, and support social equity and inclusion. What 
is an Ally Ambassador? An Ally Ambassador is a point of contact for 
information related to the Ally program. Table tents (like a conference table 
name placeholder), a poster, and a brochure have been created to help 
promote and spread the word about the Ally Program.  More information is 
to come by email and the TKN Ally page.

Now that you know what an Ally Ambassador is, you might want to know 
who the Ally Ambassador is in your office. See the list below:

Christie Ambrass Pittsburgh
Taylor Ames Columbus
Allison Bagby Chicago
Linda Balabuch Seattle
Jessica Burns Maryland
Michael Chew Toledo
Lisa Dana  Carolinas
Jennifer Downy LEAN Building
Suzanne Fuda Washington, D.C.
Bob Grimes Turner Universal

Kris Harrison 
Matt Hyde New York
Kathy Lubertazzi New Jersey
Sue Pisarek Southwest
Mike Savino Mid-Atlantic
Justine Serino Great Lakes
Mark Terhar Cincinnati
Kurt Westover Cleveland
Cathy Whitworth Oakland/SF

UPCOMING EVENTS

HRC Gala-Cleveland OH
August 22, 2015

Out & Equal Workplace 
Summit (Dallas TX)
October 6, 2015 

Out for Undergrad 
Engineering Conference 
(Stanford, CA)
October 9, 2015

Know of an upcoming event? 
Contact Matt to have it added.

If you’d like to get more 
information on upcoming 
events, visit the Pride Alliance 
TKN site via the Diversity page.
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If you’d like to learn more about Pride Alliance, please email pridealliance@tcco.com

HATS OFF TO YOU, MATT HYDE

The definition of a hero:  a person 
who is admired for great or brave 
acts or fine qualities.  Matt Hyde has 
demonstrated to all who know him 
that heroes walk amongst us.

I am not sure if it was conviction or 
courage that led Matt Hyde to form 
Pride Alliance; I think it takes a little 
bit of both.  As you can imagine, being 
a member of the LGBT community in 
the construction industry can present 
unique challenges.  Rather than 
sitting on the sidelines, Matt decided it was important to make 
a difference; to perhaps change perceptions and help others 
feel at home within Turner, no matter their sexual orientation or 
gender identity.  

In just a short amount of time Pride Alliance has grown to 
include Pride Ally.  Matt, with the help of his mentor Karen 
Sweeney, launched the groundbreaking diversity training for 
2015 and Pride Alliance continues to grow and attract new 
members every day.

I just want to take a moment to thank Matt for his positivity, 
enthusiasm and undying dedication to the LGBT community.  
Matt, you are a hero to all of us who know you!

- Kris Harrison


