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ELMHURST READS:
Joyce Carol Oates

Remember when EVERYONE was reading Harry Potter? 
Everywhere, adults and children alike were trying to identify 
Muggles in their neighborhood, eating Bertie Botts Every-
Flavor Beans and debating if J.K. Rowling would write life or 
death for Harry in the final installment of the series.

What if all of Elmhurst read and talked about the same author? 
Or what if we all read books on the same theme and came to 
a greater understanding of the issues that shape our lives by 
discussing them?

ELMHURST READS is a new library program that aims to get 
us talking about books and authors in 
a different way. This annual program 
will feature a different author or a 
theme that we can explore as a 
community each year. The Library 
will present a month-long series of 
book-related events leading up to 
a grand finale. This year, it is an in-
person reading and lecture from the 
ELMHURST READS author!

The inaugural season of ELMHURST READS, co-sponsored 
by the Friends of the Library, features the work of award-
winning author Joyce Carol Oates. She was selected as the 
first ELMHURST READS author because of the amazing 
variety and quality of her writing. One of America’s most 
prolific authors, Oates has written novels, plays, poetry, short 
stories and non-fiction. Her topics have ranged from fictional 
chronicles of American lives at different points in history to 
horror, suspense, and even a book on boxing. Several of her 
works have been made into movies. 

See the list to the right for the schedule of events and check 
www.elmhurstpubliclibrary.org or call the Information Desk at 
630-279-8696 for program updates.
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In Person!
March 19, 2009 • 7:30 PM 

Sponsored by 
The Elmhurst Public Library 
& The Friends of the Library 

Doors open at 7:00 PM
Hammerschmidt Memorial Chapel at Elmhurst College

lf food is poetry, is not poetry also food?
–Joyce Carol Oates

Schedule of events for 
ELMHURST READS: Joyce Carol Oates 

All events held in Meeting Room 2 of the Elmhurst Public Library, 
unless otherwise noted

Wednesday, Feb. 11, 2009 @7:30PM 
or Sunday, Feb. 15, 2009 @2:00PM 
Why Joyce Carol Oates Matters Dr. Ron Wiginton, associate 
professor of English at Elmhurst College, kicks off  ELMHURST 
READS: Joyce Carol Oates with a presentation exploring the 
importance of her works in American culture.
Thursday, Feb. 19, 2009 @7:30PM 
Dramatic Reading of Hi! Howya Doin! and Valentine, July 
Heat Wave Directed by Janice Pohl, director of theater at 
Elmhurst College, and featuring Professor Dr. Lance Wilcox 
and students.
Thursday, Feb. 26, 2009 @7:00PM 
Showing of Smooth Talk The film version of Oates’ book 
Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been? Discussion 
afterward.
Thursday, March 5, 2009 @7:30PM 
Discussion of The Museum of Dr. Moses Dr. Janice Tuck 
Lively of Elmhurst College leads a discussion of Oates’ 2007 
short story collection.
Thursday, March 12, 2009 @7:30PM 
Discussion of The Gravedigger’s Daughter Dr. Dianne 
Chambers of Elmhurst College leads a discussion of Oates’ 
2007 novel.
Thursday, March 19, 2009 @7:30PM 
Joyce Carol Oates In Person! Author Joyce Carol Oates visits 
Elmhurst to give a reading and lecture. Held at Hammerschmidt 
Memorial Chapel on the campus of Elmhurst College.

Did you Know?
In Australia, Valentine’s Day is also known as “Library 

Lovers Day.” The Australian Library and Information 
Association (ALIA) and Public Libraries Australia (PLA) 

claimed February 14th as the day for Aussies to recognize 
the object of their special affection – the library.

So, do as the Australians do, and celebrate Library Lovers 
Day this February 14!



Adult Programs   Teen Programs*

*Teen Programs are for high school students only. 

Ready for 
Finals?

Study for Finals
Open Group Study (Meeting Room 2)
Saturday, January 10 • 1:00 - 5:00pm
Tutors available (Meeting Rooms 1 & 2) 
Sunday, Jan. 11 • 1:00-5:00PM
Monday, Jan. 12 & Tuesday, Jan. 13 • 5:00-9:00PM
The Elmhurst Public Library is the perfect place to crack the 
books. We’ll have tutors in selected subject areas on hand to 
help you with the hard stuff. Talking is encouraged, and you 
can bring snacks and drinks to keep your mind sharp. Check 
www.elmhurstpubliclibrary.org/teeya for details. 

Don’t forget our Live Homework Help! Free Online Tutoring 
every day 2-9pm @ www.elmhurstpubliclibrary.org

Teen Book Discussion
Wednesday, January 21 • 3:45-5:00PM • Meeting Room 1 

We’ll discuss Shadow Divers by Robert Kurson. 
Similar to Jon Krakauer’s Into Thin Air and Sebastian 
Junger’s The Perfect Storm, Shadow Divers tells a 
true story of riveting adventure in which two weekend 
scuba divers risk everything to solve a great historical 
mystery–and make history themselves. Pick up a copy 

in the Teen Area or at the 2nd floor Information Desk. Register 
by e-mailing eplteen@gmail.com.

Teen Book Discussion
Wednesday, February 18 • 3:45-5:00PM • Meeting Room 1

We’ll discuss The Whistling Season by Ivan Doig.  
The saga of how a widow from Minneapolis and 
her brother—soon to become the new teacher in a 
tiny Montana community in 1909—change lives in 
unexpected ways. Pick up a copy in the Teen Area 

or at the 2nd floor Information Desk. Register by e-mailing 
eplteen@gmail.com. 

Open Mic Night
Friday, February 20 • 7:30-9:00PM • Meeting Room 2

Share your talents with your friends!  Whatever it is —
music, poetry, stories, drama, comedy, dance— we’d 
like to see you perform! Refreshments will be served. 
To participate, e-mail eplteen@gmail.com. Include 
your name, phone number, email address, school, 
and a description of your performance. Deadline is 
Friday, February 6. Performances must be rated PG.

Conversational Spanish Mixer
Mondays, Jan. 26, Feb. 9 & 23 • 7:00PM • Meeting Room 2
Join us for a fun way to practice your Spanish! Learn new 
vocabulary and practice grammar structures with others. All 
you need is a basic knowledge of Spanish. 

It’s the New year… 
Time to Get Organized!  
Wednesday, Jan. 14 • 7:00PM • Meeting Room 2

If your New Year’s resolutions 
include de-cluttering and getting 
organized, then this presentation is 
for you.  You will get step-by-step 
instructions based on principles, 
tips, and decision-making guidelines 
that apply to both 
home and office 
environments and 
are designed 
to help you get, 

and stay, organized. Presented by Barbara 
Tischler, owner of The Clutter Coach.

A Celebration of Abraham 
Lincoln’s 200th Birthday: 
The Roads That Lead to Lincoln
Monday, Feb. 16 • 7:00PM • Meeting Room 2
Come to our Presidents’ Day celebration 
of Abraham Lincoln’s 200th Birthday! 
We’ll take a look at the impact that 
Lincoln had on our culture and the 
major events of his life from his 
arrival in Illinois in 1830 until he 
left to become President-elect in 
1861.  Includes a virtual tour of 
the places he visited, dedications 
to his legacy, unmarked historic 
locations, and places that travelers 
can visit to better understand Lincoln 
while enjoying Illinois’ historic highways.

More Adult Programs continued on page 6.

Historical marker on the border of Piatt and DeWitt County in 
central Illinois. Reads: “Abraham Lincoln traveled this way as 
he rode the circuit of the Eighth Judicial District, 1847-1859. 
Erected 1922.”
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Registration Key:  All programs require an EPL card.

Call (630) 279-8696 or in person Pick up tickets In-person registration No registration
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Heart and Soul 
by Maeve Binchy
 
The Women 
by T. Coraghessan Boyle 

Plum Spooky 
by Janet Evanovich
 
The Associate 
by John Grisham
 
The Devil’s Punchbowl 
by Greg Iles
 
Night and Day 
by Robert B. Parker
 
Run for Your Life 
by James Patterson & 
Michael Ledwidge
 
What I Did for Love 
by Susan Elizabeth Phillips

Promises in Death 
by J. D. Robb 
 
Very Valentine 
by Adriana Trigiani

Mounting Fears 
by Stuart Woods

Coming Attractions: Adult Reserve your copy online or call the 
Information Desk at 630-279-8696

What Obama Means: ...for Our Culture, Our Politics, Our Future by Jabari Asim   
A timely and sharp analysis about what the Obama phenomenon means for the future 
of American politics and society, by the celebrated Washington Post journalist. 
The Mighty Queens of Freeville: A Mother, a Daughter, and the People Who 
Raised Them by Amy Dickinson The “Ask Amy” columnist writes a memoir filled with 
small town values, humor, and big simple truths. 
The Well-Dressed Ape: A Natural History of Myself by Hannah Holmes In a close-
up analysis of humans in terms of their place in the animal kingdom, Holmes details 
the characteristics we share and don’t share with other mammals, in a witty and 
thoughtful study of humankind. 
What Would Google Do? Reverse Engineering the Fastest Growing Company 
in the History of the World by Jeff Jarvis Find out what the world would look like if 
Google ran it.
The Third Chapter: Passion, Risk, and Adventure in the Twenty-five Years After 50 
by Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot A demographic assessment explores the ways in which 
today’s people between the ages of fifty and seventy-five are redefining beliefs about 
maturity, power, and sexuality. 
Getting to 50/50: How Working Moms and Dads Can Have It All by Sharing It All 
by Sharon Meers & Joanna Strober A former managing director at Goldman Sachs 
explains how couples can learn to balance family responsibilities.
The Tyranny of Dead Ideas: Letting Go of the Old Ways of Thinking to Unleash 
a New Prosperity by Matt Miller A leading economic thinker challenges beliefs about 
topics like free trade, health insurance, and taxes and makes recommendations for 
reinvigorating the economy. 
The Mirror Effect: How Celebrity Narcissism Is Seducing America by Drew 
Pinsky & S. Mark Young Examines how celebrity popularity is adversely shaping 
American culture, arguing that many of today’s famous people have narcissistic 
personalities and inclinations toward attention-seeking behaviors.
The Survivors Club: The Secrets and Science That Could Save Your Life by Ben 
Sherwood Draws on stories about survivors of accidents, crime, and serious illness to 
investigate why some people succumb to life-threatening hardships while others rally, 
discussing such topics as the science of luck and emergency room probability rates.

Fact                 OR                 Fiction
     (non-fiction)

Does your book club have trouble getting enough copies for 
all its members? We can help!

At your next Book Club meeting, come up with a name for your 
group (York St. Readers, Elmhurst Bookworms, etc) and call 
the Information Desk (630-279-8696) or email (reference@
elmhurst.org) the members’ names and library card #s’ to EPL. 
The library will store your group’s information and request 
books for all of your members at the same time. Each person 
will receive an individual call or e-mail 
when his or her copy is ready for pickup 
at the Elmhurst Public Library. Each time 
you choose a new book, have your group’s 
contact person call or e-mail the title of the 
new book and the name of the group. 
 
Don’t forget to review the Past Book Discussion titles on our website for 
suggestions (http://www.elmhurstpubliclibrary.org/booksmore/pastbook.php) 
EPL usually has up to ten copies of each title available for immediate 
checkout. 

Book Club Service  Volunteer @ EPL!
Homebound Delivery Volunteer 
(Part-time) 

You can make a difference in 
the lives of Elmhurst residents! 
EPL needs an enthusiastic 
volunteer to deliver library 
materials to people who cannot 

get to the library. You should be comfortable driving and enjoy 
working with people. You must also be able to work efficiently 
and productively with minimal supervision and follow detailed 
instructions with accuracy. This is a great opportunity to get 
involved with the library and the Elmhurst community.

Requirements: You must have the ability to lift and carry large 
bags of books, have a good driving record and provide proof 
of insurance. To apply, contact Joyce McIntosh, Outreach and 
Assistive Technology Librarian, at 630-279-8696. 

EPL 
Delivery



African Tales
Grades K-8
Monday, Jan. 19 • 10:30-11:15 AM • Storytime Room
In celebration of Martin Luther King’s birthday, take 
part in a colorful tapestry of African folktales told by 
a member of our staff. Many of these lively stories 
will include audience participation. Pick up tickets at 
the Help Desk starting at 9 AM on the morning of the 
program.

The Littlest Storytime
Newborn – 11 months (with an adult)
Wednesdays, Jan. 7 – 21 • 9:15-9:45 AM 
OR 10:15-10:45 AM • Storytime Room 
Min. 8/Max. 14
In this interactive program, parents and caregivers will rock, 
bounce and clap as they introduce their babies to songs and 
rhymes, and help them take the first steps toward language 
and literacy. Register by phone or at the Kids’ Help Desk 
beginning Saturday, Jan. 3.

Kid’s Special Programs

Registration Key:  All programs require an EPL card.
Call (630) 279-8696 or in person Pick up tickets In-person registration No registration4

Historical Perspectives Presents: 
Abraham Lincoln
Ages 5 and up (children under 7 must be 
accompanied by an adult)
Monday, Feb. 16 • 2:30-3:15 PM • Meeting Room 2

In honor of Presidents’ Day and 
Abraham Lincoln’s bicentennial 
celebration, you’re invited to 
meet “Abe” and learn 
about his remarkable life 
from childhood through 
his presidency. Special 
emphasis will be placed 
on the importance of 

reading and the qualities of a good leader 
exemplified by Lincoln, the sixteenth 
president of the United States. Pick up 
tickets at the Help Desk starting at 9:00 AM 
on the morning of the program.

The Morton Arboretum Presents 
“Tracks and Traces”
Grades 2-8 • Tuesday, Jan. 27 • 3:30-4:30 PM
Meeting Room 2 • Min. 10/Max. 30
The Morton Arboretum invites you to learn about the animals 
living in your neighborhood by learning to identify their tracks 
and traces. Then become detectives and solve a “tracking” 
mystery. Registration starts Saturday, Jan. 17.

A Poetry Playshop
Grades 2-8 • Tuesday, Feb. 24
3:30-4:30 PM • Meeting Room 2
Min. 10/Max. 30
Make a joyful noise. Create a crazy 
image. Sing and celebrate in a Poetry 
Playshop presented by “A Child’s Voice.” Everyone will have 
fun writing poems of their own. It may be a game, but poetry 
will build some serious artistic muscle. Registration starts 
Saturday, Feb. 14.

The Morton Arboretum Presents 
“Tracks and Traces”
Grades 2-8 • Tuesday, Jan. 27 • 2:00-3:00 PM
Meeting Room 2 • Min. 10/Max. 30
Homeschoolers can learn about animals living in their 
neighborhood and solve a tracking mystering at their own 
session of “Tracks and Traces.” Register by phone or at the 
Help Desk starting Saturday, Jan. 17.

A Poetry Playshop
Grades 2-8 • Tuesday, Feb. 24 
2:00-3:00 PM • Meeting Room 2
Min. 10/Max. 30
Homeschoolers can be creative while 
attending their own session of a Poetry 
Playshop. Register by phone or at the 
Help Desk starting Saturday, Feb. 14.

After-school Special Homeschool Club

Chess Club
Ages 7-14 • Fridays, Feb. 6 & 20, March 6 & 20, April 3 
& 17 • 7:00-8:00 PM • Meeting Room 1 • Min. 15/Max.30

Playing chess is a great way to develop memory, 
concentration and logical 
thinking. Challenge other 
players and learn more 

about this enjoyable game. 
Register by phone or at 
the Help Desk starting 

Saturday, Jan. 24.

Friday Flicks 
(Rated PG) 
Ages 3 and up
Friday, Jan. 2 • 2:00-4:00 PM 
Storytime Room
The four Pevensie children 
return to Narnia, and with the 
help of a heroic mouse called 
Reepicheep and the exiled 
heir to the throne, Prince 
Caspian, they set out to 
overthrow the evil King Miraz. 
Pick up tickets at the help desk 
on the day of the program.

The Chronicals of Narnia

Prince 
Caspian
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Kid’s Series Programs
1-year-olds (with an adult)
Mother Goose Time 
Mondays, Jan. 26–Mar. 9 • 9:15–9:45 AM OR 10:15–10:45 AM
OR Tuesdays, Jan. 27 – Mar. 10 • 9:15–9:45 AM
Bring your little one to the library for an action-packed program 
of interactive songs and rhymes that will enhance emerging 
language skills. (Min. 8/Max. 15)

2-year-olds (with an adult)
Toddler Time
Thursdays, Jan. 29-Mar. 12 • 9:15–9:45AM OR 10:15–10:45AM
OR Fridays, Jan. 30–Mar. 13 • 9:15–9:45 AM 
(Min. 8/Max. 18)
Ages 3-5
Baby, It’s Cold Outside
Wednesdays, Jan. 28 – Mar. 11 • 10:30-11:00AM OR 2:00-2:30PM
Winter can be lots of fun – especially when it includes cozy, 
“snuggle-up” stories. And how about some lively musical 
activities to clear up that runny nose and banish the shivers 
from your toes? Min. 10/Max. 35

Kindergarten and Grade 1
When Winter Comes… 
Wednesdays, Jan. 28–Mar. 11 • 3:30-4:15PM
Welcome to a wintry wonderland of bright weather tales! We’ll 
explore the fun to be had in winter, whether enjoying the toasty 
inside or building snowmen outside. And for a change, we might 
“travel” to a tropical island! These great stories for older children 
help build vocabulary and early reading skills. Each session will 
also include engaging crafts and musical activities. 
Min. 10/Max. 30

I want to hear
Little Bo-Peep!

Registration is required for these programs. Please call or stop 
by the Kids’ Library Help Desk starting Saturday, Jan. 17 with 
your valid EPL card. All programs are in the Storytime Room.

1-year-olds (with an adult)
Mother Goose Time Drop-in 
Tuesdays, Jan. 27 – March 10 • 10:15-10:45 AM Max. 30

Ages 1-2 (with an adult)
Rhyme Time Drop-in
Wednesdays, Jan. 28 – March 11 
OR every Saturday 9:30-10:00AM
Teacher Nuala presents stories, action rhymes, and fingerplays 
that will delight one- and two-year-olds. Max. 30

Ages 1-3 (with an adult)
A Winter Spree for 1’s, 2’s and 3’s! 
Tuesdays, Jan. 6 – 20 • 9:15-9:45AM OR 10:15-10:45AM
OR Fridays, Jan. 9 – 23 • 9:15-9:45AM OR 10:15-10:45AM
Jingle all the way! Oh what fun it is to read on a snowy winter 
day! Warm up at the library with rhymes, songs and stories 
that celebrate the winter season. This program will combat 
cabin fever and send you singing into the snow! Max. 30

Kid’s Drop-in Programs
2-year-olds(with an adult)

Toddler Time Drop-in
Fridays, Jan. 30 – March 13 • 10:15-10:45 AM Max. 35

Ages 3-5
Baby, It’s Cold Outside
Thursdays, Jan. 29 – March 12 • 2:00-2:30 PM Max. 35

Ages 4 & 5
A World of Tales Come Alive for 4’s and 5’s
Thursdays, Jan. 8 – 22 • 10:00-10:30 AM
Children will enjoy a rainbow of colorful stories and musical 
activities with Miss Judy and Miss Eileen – stories from around 
the world that focus on families, folklore, and fun celebrations. 
Max. 40

Ages 4 & up (with an adult)
“People First” Storytime
Mondays, Jan. 26 – March 9 • 4:00-4:30 PM
Judy Ekblad will share stories and activities chosen for 
children who receive special education services. Siblings are 
welcome. If your child needs an accommodation (such as a 
sign language interpreter), please let us know at least one 
week in advance. The themes are: Jan. 26: Dig into Dinosaurs 
• Feb. 2: It’s a Jungle Out There • Feb. 9: Down on the Farm • 
Feb. 16: Birthday Fun: Presidents’ Day • Feb. 23: Underwear 
and Other Silly Clothing • March 2: Explore the Great Outdoors 
• March 9: Spring Peepers – Stories about Frogs

All Ages (best for ages 3-7)
Saturday Family Storytime Drop-in
Every Saturday, 10:30-11:00 AM
Lori Lorenz will share lively winter tales and special surprise 
stories, plus musical activities that will have you jumpin’ and jivin’. 
Max. 40 people

Stop by for these special stories in our Storytime Room. Present 
your EPL card at the Help Desk on the day of the program to 
pick up tickets. Seating is on a first-come, first-served basis.



The library offers a number of hands-on computer 
classes in the computer lab that are open to EPL 
cardholders high school age and older. We have classes 
for those with little or no computer experience and for 
those who want to learn new computer applications. 

All classes require a $10 fee, 
unless otherwise noted.

Fees must be paid by cash or check at the 
Information Desk at the time of registration. Refunds 
will not be given. You will receive a $10 voucher for 
another class if you cancel at least 7 days in advance.  

Level I
Class Date Time

Intro to Computers 1 Saturday, Jan. 10 10:00AM-Noon
Intro to Computers 2 Saturday, Jan. 17 10:00AM-Noon

For those with little or no computer experience

Class Date Time
Internet Basics 1 Saturday, Jan. 24 10:00AM-Noon

Using E-mail Saturday, Jan. 31 10:00AM-Noon
Intro to Word Tuesday, Feb. 17 5:30PM-7:30PM

Excel 1 Saturday, Feb. 7 10:00AM-Noon
Excel 2 Saturday, Feb. 21 10:00AM-Noon

Intro to Powerpoint Tuesday, Jan. 20 5:30PM-7:30PM

Ebay 101-Buying* Saturday, Feb. 14 10:00AM-Noon

Ebay 101-Selling** Saturday, Feb. 28 10:00AM-Noon

Level II For those with basic computer experience

Please call or stop by the Information Desk if you need information about the classes.

*Ebay 101-Buying: Learn about the searching, watching, and bidding process to find and buy items.
**Ebay 101-Selling: Learn how to put an actual item on auction, including tips for effective selling. Experience buying on Ebay is recommended.
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U.S. Leaders in Film  
Wednesdays • 6:30PM • Meeting Room 2
Each movie will be introduced with a brief lecture by 
Elmhurst resident and film critic James Wall.  He will 
also lead discussions of each film afterward. 

January 21 • Young Mr. Lincoln
The first film in our series will be 
presented the night following the 
inauguration of this country’s first 
African-American president, Barack 
Obama. Both Lincoln and Obama 
were elected from the state of Illinois.  

Director John Ford’s Young Mr. Lincoln is an account of 
Lincoln’s early years in Illinois and as a young lawyer 
facing his greatest court case.  

January 28 • The General
This classic 1927 silent film is set during 
the Civil War. Buster Keaton is at his 
finest as both actor and director in this 
poignant comedy. Keaton plays Johnnie 
Gray, the engineer of a Confederate 
train named The General. He has two 
loves in his life: his engine and his girl, 
Annabelle Lee. Union spies capture 

The General with Annabelle on board, and  Johnny must 
rescue both his loves.

February 4 • The Best Man
This 1964 film, directed by Franklin 
Schaffner and based on a stage play 
written by Gore Vidal, gives a fictional 
look at two candidates vying for their 
party’s presidential nomination, one of 
whom resembles Adlai Stevenson.  

Special Programs & News

Board Approves Strategic Plan 
Five years after moving into a new, state of the art library building, the 
Elmhurst Public Library Board of Trustees has approved a strategic plan 
for the next five years. The plan was developed by a staff committee 
over the past ten months, drawing on community input, demographic 
statistics and trend analyses. Elmhurst College marketing students 
assisted by designing and administering a survey of residents.

The plan includes a new Mission Statement: “The Elmhurst Public 
Library enriches life in Elmhurst by providing opportunities to explore, 
learn and grow.” 

The plan outlines three strategic directions:
• The Library aims to be a visible and engaged presence in the community 

by collaborating with local organizations and businesses and increasing 
awareness of library services through more effective marketing.  

• The Library also seeks to be a source of inspiration and knowledge by 
promoting a love of reading, supporting economic development, and 
offering programs that help residents succeed in all aspects of their 
lives.

• Finally, the Library will develop a comprehensive training plan for staff 
in areas such as technology, readers’ advisory, and information service 
to ensure that they are able to continue to deliver the best possible 
library service to Elmhurst residents in a time of rapid change.

For more information, visit the Strategic Planning Blog at 
http://elmhurstpubliclibrary.blogspot.com.

Computer Classes Our Word, Excel, and Powerpoint courses have been 
updated to reflect our switch to Microsoft Office 2007.
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Registration is preferred. 
Register and pick up a copy of the book at the second floor Information Desk. 

For a complete list of the 2008-2009 Book Discussions, 
visit our website or pick up a bookmark at the 2nd Floor Information Desk.

Wednesday Discussions • 1:00 PM or 7:30 PM Thursday Discussions • 7:30 PM

Adult Book Discussions

January 21, 2009
Persepolis By Marjane Satrapi (2003)
In powerful black-and-white comic strip 
images, the great-granddaughter of Iran’s 
last emperor describes growing up in Tehran 
in a country plagued by political upheaval 
and vast contradictions between public and 
private life. Her story is at once wise, funny 
and heartbreaking. Available in regular print.

February 18, 2009
Never Let Me Go By Kazuo Ishiguro (2005)
A reunion with two childhood friends draws 
Kathy and her companions on a nostalgic 
odyssey into their lives at an isolated private 
school in the English countryside, and a 
confrontation with the truth about their 
childhoods. Available in regular print, large type, 
audiocassette, cd, and downloadable ebook.

January 8, 2009
Places In Between By Rory Stewart (2006)
Traces the author’s 2002 journey by foot across 
Afghanistan, during which he survived the 
harsh elements through the kindness of tribal 
elders, teen soldiers, Taliban commanders, 
and foreign-aid workers whose stories he 
collected along his way. Available in regular print, 
and Playaway digital book.

February 12, 2009
Finding George Orwell in Burma 
By Emma Larkin (2005)
In one of the most intrepid travelogues in 
recent memory, Larkin tells of the year she 
spent traveling through Burma, using as a 
compass the life and work of George Orwell, 
whom many of Burma’s underground teahouse 
intellectuals call simply “the Prophet.” Available 
in regular print.

Kid’s Book Discussions
Read these wonderful books and join other kids to discuss the stories and participate in 

entertaining activities. Register by phone or at the Help Desk 
Registration dates are listed with each book description below. (Min. 10/Max 20)

Tuesday, February 3 • 3:30-4:30PM • Storytime Room
The Gold Cadillac by Mildred D. Taylor         

‘Lois and Wilma’s father has a brand new gold 
Cadillac, and Lois is looking forward to riding in 
it all the way from Ohio to Mississippi. But in the 
rural South, no one is admiring the shiny new 
car. Instead, there is only anger and suspicion 
directed at the black man driving the car. For 
the first time in their lives, ‘lois and her sister 
know what it’s like to feel scared because of the 
color of their skin. Registration starts Tuesday, 
January 6. 

Tuesday, March 3 • 3:30-4:30PM • Storytime Room
The Tortoise and the Hare adapted & illustrated 
by Janet Stevens
Once upon a time, there was a tortoise and a 
hare. Tortoise was friendly and quiet. He did 
everything slowly. Hare was flashy and rude. 
He did everything quickly. Hare was sure 
that when he challenged Tortoise to a race, 

he would be the winner. But things didn’t turn out the way 
hare expected in this laugh-out-loud adaption of the popular 
Aesop’s fable. Registration starts Tuesday, February 3.

Monday, February 2 • 3:30-4:30PM • Storytime Room 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney

Greg records his sixth grade experiences in 
a middle school where he and his best friend, 
Rowley, undersized weaklings amid boys 
who need to shave twice daily, hope just to 
survive. This funny, bestselling book is wildly 
popular with kids ages 9 – 13! Registration 
starts Monday, January 5.

Monday, March 2 • 3:30-4:30PM • Storytime Room 
The Best School Year Ever by Barbara Robinson

The Herdmans are the most famous kids at 
Woodrow Wilson School. In fact, they are 
the most famous kids in the whole town - 
and they are the worst kids in the history of 
the world. They are dirty, rotten, lazy and 
ornery. These modern-day outlaws manage 
to cause hilarious mayhem year round, but 
somehow all six of them continually escape 
blame. Could there be something good 

about this horrible clan after all? Registration starts Monday, 
February 2.

Grade 2 & 3 Discussions Grade 4 & 5 Discussions



FREE Career Counseling
Mondays, Jan. 12 & 26 and Feb. 9 & 23

9:30 AM - 12:00 PM • 2nd Floor Study Rooms
Stand out from the crowd! Meet with a career counselor 

from Jewish Vocational Services, a non-profit, non-sectarian 
agency, for free, one-on-one career counseling.  Call or visit 

the Information Desk to sign up for a 30-minute session.
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Fine Print is Elmhurst Public 
Library’s newsletter, published 
every other month to inform 
Elmhurst residents of services, 
resources and events offered by 
their library.

Elmhurst Public Library
125 S. Prospect 
Elmhurst, IL 60126
630-279-8696 
www.elmhurstpubliclibrary.org

Hours:
  M–F: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
  Sat.: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
  Sun.: 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Renew items by phone:
630-279-6030

Library Board Meetings:  
7:30 p.m., third Tuesday of each 
month, Meeting Room 1

Board of Trustees:  
Rosella A. Walsh, President 
Frank G. Vanek, Vice President
Linda K. Wheaton, Secretary
Marsha M. Baker
David J. Dyer 
Philip L. Hupfer
William E. Ryan
Susan P. Sadowski 

Library Director:  
Marilyn Boria

Assistant Library Director:  
Sarah Caltvedt

Department Heads:  
Catherine E. Ingram,  
 Adult Services
Shirley Hammond, Circulation
Sharon Karpiel, Kids’ Library
Kathleen Murphy,  
 Technical Services

Fine Print Editor:  
Cheryl Moore

For ADA special accommodations 
for programs, call the Outreach 
and Assistive Technology Librarian 
at 279-8696 or TTY at 782-4310, 
one week prior to the event.

2008-2009 
All Lectures in 

Meeting Room 1 on the 
following Sundays at 2:30 PM

No registration required  

January 18
Tristan und Isolde 
by Wagner
The timeless romance of the 
tragic love-triangle: King Mark, 
his wife Isolde and the hero 
Tristan. The affair spells doom 
for the young lovers. 
-Lecturer Charles DeWitt

February 1
Cavalleria Rusticana & 
Pagliacci 
by Mascagni & Leoncavallo
The bitter tale of a rivalry 
between two women for the 
love of one man. Pagliacci’s 
story-within-a-story boasts 
one of the great tenor roles in 
Italian opera in the vengeful 
husband Canio. 
-Lecturer Carla Thorpe

February 15
Abduction from the Seraglio 
by Mozart
Belmonte attempts to rescue 
his beloved Konstanze from the 
seraglio of the Pasha Selim. 
-Lecturer Virginia Jach

Attention Apple Aficionados!
Elmhurst Public Library now offers Mac, iPod, 

and iPhone compatible audiobooks.
                        Go to 

http://www.elmhurstpubliclibrary.org/mylibrary
        click on

and download a book today!

Live Homework Help Online 
Students of all ages can work with an online tutor in English 
or Spanish between the hours of 2 PM and 9 PM every day. 
Subjects include Math, Science, English and Social Studies. 

What past users have said:
“I liked this a lot, it was a great 

help and my tutor was very nice!” 
- 4th grader

“It’s really awesome because it’s like 
your teacher is right there guiding 

you through it all.” - 9th grader

“I am able to get through 
my homework without 

having to bug my parents, 
or spend hours and 

hours. I really LOVE this 
program!” - 10th grader

“Great Job!” 
-College 
student

To access Live Homework Help® 
visit the Library Web site at www.elmhurstpubliclibrary.org


