
care
The average depth of the Atlantic Ocean, with its adjacent seas, is 3,332 m; without them it is 3,926m. The greatest depth, 8,381m, is in the Puerto Rico Trench.

We must care for the well-being of our bodies of waterHow to keep our mighty ocean safeKnowledge will take you there 
Some interests to ponder
 • Because the architecture and chemistry of coral is so similar to 

human bone, coral has been used to replace bone grafts in help-
ing human bone to heal quickly and cleanly. • Many fish can change sex during the course of their lives. Oth-

ers, especially rare deep-sea fish, have both male and female sex 
organs.

 • One study of a deep-sea community revealed 898 species from 
more than 100 families and a dozen phyla in an area about half 
the size of a tennis court. More than half of these were new to 
science.

 • Blue whales are the largest animals on our planet ever (ex-
ceeding the size of the greatest known dinosaurs) and have 
hearts the size of small cars.
 • Oarfish (Regalecus glesne, are the longest bony fish in the 

world. They have a snakelike body sporting a magnificent red fin 
and can grow up to 17 m in length! They have a distinctive horse-
like face and blue gills, and are thought to account for many sea-
serpent sightings.eriusci duisi.
 • A mouthful of seawater may contain millions of bacterial cells, 

hundreds of thousands of phytoplankton and tens of thousands 
of zooplankton.

 • The Kuroshio Current, off the shores of Japan, is the largest 
current. It can travel between 40-121km/day at 1.6-4.8  kph, 
and extends some 1,006 m deep. The Gulf Stream is close to 
this current’s speed. The Gulf Stream is a well known current of 
warm water in the Atlantic Ocean. At a speed of 97 km/day, the 
Gulf Stream moves a 100 times as much water as all the rivers 
on earth and flows at a rate 300 times faster than the Amazon, 
which is the world’s largest river.
 • A given area in an ocean upwelling zone or deep estuary is 

as productive as the same area in rain forests, most crops and 
intensive agriculture. They all produce between 150-500 grams  
of Carbon per square meter per year.

protect
The Pacific Ocean, the world’s largest water body, occupies a third of the Earth’s surface. The Pacific contains about 25,000 islands (more than the total number in the rest of the world’s oceans combined), almost all of which are found south of the equator. The Pacific covers an area of  179.7 million sq km.

save
The highest tides in the world are at the Bay of Fundy, which separates New Brunswick from Nova Scotia. At some times of the year the difference  between high and low tide is 16.3 m, taller than  a three-story building.

enjoy
The speed of sound in water is 1,435 m/sec - nearly five times faster than the speed of  sound in air.

Does your footprint matter

Air pollution is responsible for 33% of the toxic contaminants that end up in oceans  and coastal waters. About 44% of the toxic contaminants come from runoff via  rivers and streams.

Each year, three times as much rubbish is dumped into the world’s oceans as the  weight of fish caught.

Oil is one of the ocean’s “greatest” resources. Nearly one-third of the world’s oil comes from offshore fields in our oceans. Areas most popular for oil drilling are the Arabian Gulf, the North Sea and the Gulf of Mexico.
Refined oil is also responsible for polluting the ocean. More oil reaches the oceans each year as a result of leaking automobiles and other non-point sources than the oil spilled in Prince William Sound by the Exxon Valdez or even in the Gulf of Mexico during the Deepwater Horizon/BP oil spill.

Life began in the ocean 3.1 billion to 3.4 bil-lion years ago. Land dwellers appeared ap-proximately 400 million years ago, relatively recently in geologic time.
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Shall we never tire of it’s marvelous impact upon us...
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What do we know about the ocean...Area: about 140 million square miles (362 million sq km), or nearly 71% of the Earth’s surface.Average 
Depth: 12,200 feet (3,720 m).

Deepest point: 36,198 feet (11,033 m) in the Mariana Trench in the western Pacifi c.Mountains: The ocean ridges form a great mountain range, almost 40,000 miles (64,000 km) long, that weaves its way through 

all the major oceans. It is the largest single feature on Earth.
Highest Mountain: Mauna Kea, Hawaii, rises 33,474 feet (10,203 m) from its base on the ocean fl oor; only 13,680 feet (4,170 m) 

are above sea level.

The Great Barrier Reef, measuring 2,300km in length covering an area more extensive than Britain, is the largest living structure 

on Earth and can be seen from space. Its reefs are made up of 400 species of coral, supporting well over 2,000 diff erent fi sh, 

4,000 species of mollusc and countless other invertebrates. It should really be named ‘Great Barrier of Reefs’, as it is not one long 

solid structure but made up of nearly 3,000 individual reefs and 1,000 islands. Other huge barrier reefs include the barrier reefs 

of New Caledonia, the Mesoamerican (Belize) barrier reef, and the large barrier reefs of Fiji. The largest coral atoll complexes oc-

cur in the Maldive-Lakshadweep ecoregion of the central Indian Ocean and in Micronesia.Fish supply the greatest percentage of the world’s protein consumed by humans and most of the world’s major fi sheries are be-

ing fi shed at levels above their maximum sustainable yield; some regions are severely overfi shed.More than 90% of the trade between countries is carried by ships and about half the communications between nations 

use underwater cables.
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