
STAN SWOFFORD, set medic, local Para-
medic Swofford (who’s worked more than 
fifty Georgia productions) stocked the set 
with over-the-counter medicine and medi-
cal equipment and performed first aid. On 
shoots with stunts, he also can provide 
stand-by ambulances, rescue divers, rope 
rescue teams, and med evac helicopters.

→  17 CREW MEMBERS, all 
but one are local

→  AIRGAS, multiple loca-
tions Provided welding 
equipment.

→  COFER BROTHERS, Tucker 
For lumber. Turn the page 
for more on Cofer Brothers.

→  MCMASTER-CARR, Atlan-
ta Tools and hardware—
around $14,000 worth.

→  THE HOME DEPOT, 
multiple locations 
Vazquez’s department 
spent about $18,000 here.

→  TOYS“R”US, multiple 
locations Mold proto-
types like toy saws and 
hammers.

→  SHOOT EXPENSES, 
including:

•  RENTAL CARS, daily, 
for the entire team

•  HOTELS, for location 
shoots

•  GAS, for traveling 
back and forth to  
the set

BOB VAZQUEZ, special 
effects coordinator, 
local Managed a set 
crew (handling illu-
sions like smoke and 
rain); a mold shop, for 
replicating items such 
as hammers and fire 
hydrants in rubber for 
Stooge antics; and a 
metal-fabricating shop. 
Turn the page for more 
on Vazquez.

→  44 DRIVERS, local, as 
well as an accountant 
and a Department of 
Transportation compli-
ance coordinator

→  AAA SANITATION, 
local Treated trailer and 
camper waste tanks 
weekly for $300 a visit.

→  CACTUS CAR WASH, 
Atlanta

→  APARTMENT RENTAL, 
for shoot duration

→  CLEANING LADY, 
for apartment

→  STONE MOUN-
TAIN GOLF CLUB, 

Stone Mountain, 
and CITY CLUB 
MARIETTA, 
Marietta Fos-

ter’s two favorite 
local courses.

→  RESTAURANTS, includ-
ing Atlanta favorites:

 •  Ted’s Montana Grill
 •  Mellow Mushroom
 •  R. Thomas Deluxe Grill

→  FIRESTONE COMPLETE 
AUTO CARE, Atlanta
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T H E  T R I C K L E -
D O W N  E F F E C T

Peter and Bobby Farrelly’s The Three 
Stooges spent fifty-one days filming here 
this year, due in part to executive produc-
er Marc Fischer’s great experience while 
shooting Hall Pass in Atlanta. He, with 
production supervisor Adam McCarthy, 
hired a slew of department heads to helm 
the crew. Here’s how a few of them tend-
ed to spend money—and benefited locals 
along the way.

JAY VETTER, production designer, from 
Los Angeles Developed the movie’s “look” 
with the art director.

JAY WOMER, construction coordinator, local Oversaw the 
building of sets “as cheaply and fast as possible.” Womer’s 
worked in Georgia’s film industry since 1979, when a Jesse 
James epic filming in Westville needed carpentry help.

→ 47 CARPENTERS, local

→ 24 PAINTERS, local

→ FRED 
HOLLOWAY, 
toolman, 
local 
Ensured 

that the crew 
had tools, screws, bolts, 
and more on set. He’s 
worked on Georgia films 
for thirty-plus years; now 
he has to “beg to get off 
on a Sunday sometimes.”

→  KEEN EDGE, Tucker 
Tool- and blade-sharpening 
supplier to most local 
productions, which helped 
balance a drop-off in con-
struction work.

→  KENTEC MEGATOOLS, 
multiple locations Sup-
plied fasteners, nails, 
screws, and more. Its work 
on productions has helped 
offset some losses from the 
construction bust.

→  COFER BROTHERS, Tucker 
Provides most productions 
in town with lumber, bar-
rels, dirt, you name it. Turn 
the page for more on Cofer 
Brothers.

→  MCMASTER-CARR, Atlan-
ta Tools and hardware.

→  GRAINGER, Atlanta 
Motors and mechanical 
supplies.

→  ROSING 
PAINT  
CENTER, 
Atlanta 
Provides  
specialty 
paint such 
as faux 
finishes. In 
the past nine months, films 
have made up 15 to 20 
percent of Rosing’s busi-
ness, allowing owner Mike 
Rosing to keep some staff 
members on full time.

→  LOWE’S, multiple loca-
tions

→  THE HOME DEPOT, 
multiple locations

GREG TRESAN, animal 
coordinator, local Tresan 
and his wranglers found 
any animals the show 
needed, trained them, 
and handled them on set.  
Turn the page for more on  
Tresan.

ROBERT FOSTER JR., transportation 
coordinator, from Virginia Acquired 
and set up almost anything with wheels: 
rental cars, trailers, campers, limos, 
camera trucks, cranes, passenger vans for 
cast and crew, and golf carts and off-road 
vehicles for on-set travel.

→  1 FULL-TIME CONSTRUC-
TION DEPARTMENT 
MEDIC, local

→  4 TO 5 PART-TIME 
RIGGING MED-
ICS AND PARA-
MEDICS, local

→  EVENT EMS, local 
Ran $1,500 a day; 
for stunt-heavy 

films like Stooges, ambu-
lances are usually needed 
up to twenty-five days.

→ WALMART or LOCAL 
DRUG STORES, 
various Swofford 
spent $200 per 
week on supplies 
such as sunblock, 
bug spray, and 
allergy meds.

→ RIKO SCHATKE, 
best boy grip, 
local Has worked 
with Rawlins 
across the globe as 
his “best boy”—a 

right-hand person who helps 
manage grips and equipment. 
Since the tax credits, “I get 
to have a proper relationship 
with my family [since] I’m not 
traveling every weekend.”

→  4 TO 5 COMPANY GRIPS, 
local

→  RANDALL BROTHERS, 
Atlanta Lumber and ply-
wood.

→  GRAINGER, Atlanta 
Cables, ropes, bolts, etc.

→  MCMASTER-CARR, 
Atlanta Rigging supplies.

→  BAIRSTOW LIFTING 
PRODUCTS CO., Atlanta 
Rigging equipment.

→  PASKAL LIGHTING, 
Norcross Lighting “expend-
ables” like color correction 
and diffusion gels.

→  PRODUCTION CONSUL-
TANTS AND EQUIPMENT, 
Atlanta Grip and lighting 
supplies.

→  ATLANTA RIGGING 
SYSTEMS, Atlanta Hoists, 
trolleys, trusses, etc.

→  SHUNIKA TERRY, key 
hair stylist, local Terry 
cut and coiffed cast mem-
bers’ hair and handled 
tasks like scheduling. Turn 
the page for more on Terry.

→  HEATHER MORRIS, third 
hair assistant, local

→  SALONCENTRIC, 
multiple locations  
Hair and supplies.

→  TARGET, multiple loca-
tions Hair and supplies.

→  APARTMENT RENTAL, 
for shoot duration

→  ROSA MEXICANO, 
Atlanta Muldoon hit her 
favorite local restaurant 
almost every weekend.

→  MIDTOWNWASH, Atlanta 
Muldoon did her laundry 
here every Saturday. 
“They play fabulous sev-
enties music,” she says.

KELLY MULDOON, hair 
department head, from 
California Managed the 
manes of the Stooges 
cast, both natural and 
wigs. She chose assis-
tants from the Local 
798 makeup artists and  
hairstylists  
union.

MATT LEONETTI, direc-
tor of photography, from 
California Otherwise 
known as the cinematog-
rapher, Leonetti envi-
sioned and implemented 
the lighting and framing 
of shots and therefore 
oversaw the lighting and 
camera crews.

ALAN 
RAWLINS, 
key grip, 
from Macon 
Responsible 
for the movement of the 
cameras, Rawlins has 
worked Georgia films for 
thirty-plus years. He’s 
a “package deal”; films 
hire him and his local 
rigging crew and rent 
his equipment—trucks, 
cranes, and the like.

→  LIGHTNIN PRODUC-
TION RENTALS INC., 
Lawrenceville Lightnin, 
renting to films since 1979, 
is well respected by the 
film industry; Foster got 95 
percent of his production 
vehicles from Lightnin.

→  SUNBELT RENTALS, mul-
tiple locations Sunbelt has 
one man—Brad Schlott-
man—dedicated to assist-
ing productions by renting 
forklifts, Bobcats, light 
towers, and generators.

→  HERTZ ENTERTAINMENT 
SERVICES, Atlanta For 
personal cast and crew 
use, Foster rented 
between eighty-
five and 100 cars 
and six to eight 
passenger vans. 

→  COSTCO and 
SAM’S CLUB, 
multiple locations 
Cleaning supplies and 
items like toilet paper for 
trailers. Foster averaged 
two trips a week, spending 
$400 to $500 each time.

→  GAS STATIONS, multiple

→  GREENE CLASSIC LIMOU-
SINES, Atlanta Supplied 
weekly limos and mini-
buses for traveling to and 
from set.

→  2 TO 3 FULL-TIME CRANE 
OPERATORS, local The 
post-incentives business 
meant ALL Crane had to 
hire extra workers.

    → ALL CRANE 
  RENTAL OF GEORGIA, 
Austell Stooges rented 
more cranes from ALL 
Crane than any other pro-
duction ever, including 
aerial lifts and hydraulic 
cranes for special effects.

→  ADDITIONAL WRAN-
GLERS, number depended 
on animals being used 
that day, local

→  PETS, leased by Tresan to 
work on the shoot, local 
When a script called for an 
animal Tresan doesn’t own, 
he turned to other owners.

→  MEREDITH STEUDLE, 
on-call veterinarian, local

→  HORSE PRO TRAILERS, 
Cumming Tresan hauled 
his brood to shoots in 
these trailers.

→  SOUTHERN GEORGIA 
HORSE-CARRIAGE & 
ANTIQUE AUCTION, Perry 
Tresan snagged an Amish 
carriage to add to his 
animal-related portfolio 
here.

→  HIGHLAND PET SUPPLY, 
Atlanta Provided the 
movie menagerie’s treats, 
feed, leashes, and collars.
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ZACH KANE, 
key craft 
service, local
“Craft servic-
es” provides 
every snack 

and beverage the cast 
and crew want; Kane’s 
been working local films 
for five years.

→  2 FULL-TIME CRAFT 
SERVICE ASSISTANTS, 
local

→  2 TO 3 PART-TIME 
ASSISTANTS, local, for 
big-scene days

→  LOCAL GROCERY STORES, 
$500 to $600 per day

→  COSTCO, 
$5,000 to 
$6,000 per 
week

→  CRYSTAL 
SPRINGS 
WATER, 
$10,000 
per shoot for 
water service

→  LOCAL FOOD AND BEVER-
AGES, $1,000 to $2,000 
for a weekly on-set visit; 
past caterers include:

• PURA VIDA, Atlanta

•  NAKATO JAPANESE 
RESTAURANT, Atlanta

•  CREPE MASTERS, 
Marietta

•  BLUE MOON PIZZA, 
Marietta and Smyrna

•  CHICK-FIL-A, multiple 
locations

•  KING OF POPS, multiple 
locations

•  FOX BROS. BAR-B-Q, 
Atlanta

•  ANTICO PIZZA  
NAPOLETANA, Atlanta
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→  5 FULL-TIME COSTUMERS 
and PRODUCTION ASSIS-
TANTS, including:

•  ELIZABETH MCENTIRE 
WILLIAMS, key cos-
tumer, local Shopped for 
the cast’s clothes. Turn the 
page for more on Williams.

→  MACY’S, BLOOMING-
DALE’S, NEIMAN MAR-
CUS, J.C. PENNEY, SAKS 
FIFTH AVENUE, JOS. A. 
BANK, and MEN’S WARE-
HOUSE, Atlanta

→  THRIFT and UNIFORM 
SHOPS, including BUCK-
HEAD THRIFTIQUE, Atlan-
ta Buckhead Thriftique 
provided seventies looks.

→  BENNIE’S SHOES, Atlanta 
Stooges footwear.

DENISE 
WINGATE, 
costume 
designer,  
from Califor-
nia Outfitted 
the seventy-
strong cast. She 
worked on the Far-
rellys’ Hall Pass, for 
which she used much  
of the same local crew.
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→  GAIL K. FABRICS, Atlanta 
Materials for original piec-
es sewn by the “stitcher,” 
local CYLINDA NESMITH.

→  BUCKLES, BUSTER 
BROWN, and SPRONG, all 
Atlanta Children’s shoes.

→  DAWSON JONES, Doraville 
Costume hangers.

→  THOMAS GILMARTIN, 
hairstylist, Michael Azar 
Salon, Atlanta Has styled 
Wingate’s hair since Hall 
Pass.

→  APARTMENT RENTAL, 
for shoot duration

→  MANICURES AND 
PEDICURES, various 
metro locations
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