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what goes into hosting a major PGA tournament? Tom Adderhold stops his EZ-Go golf cart in the middle of the fairway. 
We’re on the eighteenth hole of the Highlands course at the Atlanta Athletic Club in Johns Creek. The course, one of three at the 

club, is closed to members; it’s the third day of June. The fairway is quiet for now. Club workers push small John Deere lawn mow-
ers in a pattern over the grass. Crape myrtles throw lean shadows over the sand traps. August 8 to 14, the course will welcome the 
PGA Championship for the third time in its history. Adderhold has been a member of the historic club—formerly located at East 

Lake and home to legendary golfer Bobby Jones—since 1967 and is one of the event organizers. We asked him. —justin heckert

GRASS ACT
Five years ago, the Highlands course was stripped of its Ber-
muda fairways and bentgrass greens and given a makeover. 
In summer heat, bentgrass requires lots of water, which 
makes greens so soft that balls stick firmly where they land. 
For pro golfers, aiming a ball onto a soft green would be as 
easy as “throwing darts” at the pin, Adderhold explains. 
Now the AAC has Diamond Zoysia fairways and Champion 
Bermuda greens. 4,000

Number of volunteers 
required to run the tour-

nament. To find them, 
the AAC contacted other 
country clubs; asked its 
own members and their 
friends; and advertised 

to the public on TV, 
radio, magazines, and 

billboards. By June there 
was a waiting list.

230
Number of free cars
Mercedes-Benz is 

providing for the tourna-
ment. A player wants a 
car for the week? Well, 
he’ll get one. And if he 
doesn’t want to drive? 

Someone will pick 
him up—frequently at 
the DeKalb Peachtree 

Airport, as some players 
arrive via private jet.

+$1 mil
The winner’s share of 

this year’s prize money 
should exceed $1 mil-
lion. The purse was 

$60,000 when Larry 
Nelson won in 1981, the 
first year the AAC hosted 
the PGA Championship. 
In 2001, its second time 

at Johns Creek, David 
Toms won $936,000. 

Last year Martin Kaymer 
won $1,350,000. 

SCORECARD

TIGER’S WOODS 
The tournament will only allow 35,000 tickets 
per day. “This is a comfortable number,” says 
Adderhold. “You want a good experience. We 
analyzed our facility and tried to figure out where 
there might be bottlenecks. We had bottlenecks 
when Tiger was in certain areas in 2001, and in 
the renovations we addressed that. We built a 
pedestrian walkway on the fourth hole. It’s a path 
through the woods.”

BIG FINISH
The eighteenth is the 
AAC’s most famous hole, 
about 500 yards dogleg 
left to the pin. Normally 
it plays as a par 5, but it 
will be a par 4 during the 
tournament (along with 
the second hole, which is 
also normally a par 5). The 
eighteenth, just outside 
the windows of the club’s 
fine-dining restaurant, 
has seen some famous 
tour finishes, including 
when David Toms sank a 
twelve-foot par putt to win 
the 2001 PGA Cham-
pionship, beating Phil 
Mickelson by one stroke. 
For all four rounds, Toms 
scored 265, still the lowest 
seventy-two-hole total 
ever recorded in a major 
championship.GIMME SHELTER

There will be more than 
thirty hospitality tents at the 
tournament. They come in 
various sizes and range in 
price up to $300,000. Local 

companies will rent tents, and 
their invited guests will receive 

free food, drinks, and credentialed 
golf passes. (In 2001 the list of corporations renting 
venues was eight pages long. But thanks to mergers and 
closings, the roster of previous supporters had shrunk 
to two pages by the time organizers began recruiting for 
2011, says Adderhold.)

THREADS
Divots Sportswear on 
Peachtree Industrial will 
embroider all the PGA 
goods that will end up in 
its 30,000-square-foot 
retail tent. In 2001 $8 
million worth of merchan-
dise was sold. CHAMPIONS

The St. Andrews Ballroom 
will be turned into the 
“Champions Club,” where 
a ticket costs $30,000 
and comes with unlim-
ited food, beverages, 
and parking. There 
are fifty-five tables in 
the room, down the 
hall from the Bobby 
Jones museum.

WATER
The AAC uses recycled 
water from the Cauley 
Creek treatment plant to 
water its grass and for 
other maintenance. 

TICKETS  
If there are any left, you can find them at pga.com/tickets.

DOUBLE-WIDE
Back in 2009, two PGA staffers came to Johns Creek and 
set up shop full-time at the AAC. A year later, they moved 
into an air-conditioned double-wide trailer just outside 
the parking lot of the athletic center. Today there are 
eight people in that trailer, including the PGA tournament 
director and the marketing director. 


