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Myths serve the ideolo¢ical function of naturalization -

‘to make the cultural natural’, as John Fiske puts it - in
other words, to make dominant cultural and historical
values, attitudes and beliefs seem entirely ‘natural’, 'nor-
mal’, self-evident 'common-sense’ and thus 'true’. British
news pro¢rammes, for instance, allude to the myth that
'we all favour moderation'. 'The extreme effect of myths
is to hide the ideolo¢ical workings of a text's signs and

L= codes. The denotations appear so true that the signs seem

=¥ to be the things themselues... Myths turn social si¢ns into

= facts. The power of such myths is that they '¢o without

sayin¢’' and so appear not to need to be deciphered, inter-
preted or demystified.
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