
Did You Know?  Facts & Figures about the  
Work Equipment Group

1. DCE Work Equipment’s fleet of 569 cars and 150 employees offer support 
to every division of the Department of Subways.

2. The southern part of the 38th Street Yard was formerly the center of the 
South Brooklyn Railway, which extended down Gravesend Avenue into the 
Coney Island Yard. 

3. The Linden Yard has a track connection to the LIRR’s Bay Ridge Branch — 
one of only two connections from NYC Transit to the mainline United States 
rail network.  The second connection is from the BMT West End Line.

4. Road Car Inspectors start generator sets for Rider and De-Icer cars every 
seven days during winter months so that batteries remain fully charged, 
and the cars are ready in the coldest weather.

5. The Westchester Locomotive Shop used to be the Pelham Diesel Shop, 
but changed its name when the shop began maintaining electric as well as 
diesel locomotives.

6. Vacuum Trains are completely self-contained.  They generate their own 
power, which drives the train and operates powerful suction systems to 
clean tracks.  

7. TEM stands for Track Equipment Maintainer.  TEMs are part of the Special 
Equipment Unit based in the Coney Island Overhaul Shop.

8. The 38th Street Yard is one of only three yards in NYC Transit equipped 
entirely with hand-operated switches.  The Fresh Pond and East New York 
Yards are the other two facilities with this feature.

9. The Linden Yard does not have electrified track and must use  
diesel-powered cars exclusively.

10. The DCE Work Equipment group contributes to NYC Transit’s highly 
successful FASTRACK program, providing workers with specialized  
work cars. 
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This diesel locomotive is being loaded onto a flatbed truck via a crane (with a lifting 
capacity of 400 tons) at Linden Yard.  The diesel was moved to the Rockaways to 
aid in restoring service after the devastating damage from Hurricane Sandy.


