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FILM SERIES

Chantal Akerman
January 3–February 28, 2009
Phyllis Wattis Theater

Chantal Akerman crosses between the worlds of art and cinema, making video installations for 
galleries as well as films for theatrical release. Jeanne Dielman, 23 Quai de Commerce, 1080 
Bruxelles, her breakthrough work, observes a woman’s domestic routines, slowly, patiently, and 
ultimately disturbingly. It exemplifies Akerman’s ability to create intense psychological studies 
of everyday life. She is also highly attuned to the human experience of time, memory, and 
journeying, whether in relation to migration and political borders (News from Home, Histoires 
d’Amérique) or coming of age (Saute ma ville; Je, tu, il, elle). This series explores Akerman’s 
work in depth, from her earliest films to the recent Là-bas, an extraordinary meditation on 
Israel that centers on the filmmaker herself, trapped in a temporary apartment in Tel Aviv.

Saute ma ville
1968, 11 min.

La Chambre
1972, 11 min.

Hôtel Monterey
1972, 65 min.

Saturdays, January 3 and 10, 1 p.m.

Je, tu, il, elle
1974, 90 min.
Saturday, January 3, 3 p.m.

News from Home
1977, 85 min.
Saturday, January 10, 3 p.m.
Saturday, January 17, 1 p.m.

Toute une nuit
1982, 90 min.
Saturday, January 17, 3 p.m.

Golden Eighties
1986, 96 min.
Saturdays, January 24, 1 p.m.
Saturday, February 14, 1 p.m.

Histoires d’Amérique
1988, 92 min.
Saturday, January 24, 3 p.m.
Thursday, January 29, 7 p.m.

Nuit et jour
1991, 90 min.
Saturday, January 31, 1 p.m.
Saturday, February 14, 3 p.m.

D’Est
1993, 107 min.
Saturday, January 31, 3 p.m.
Thursday, February 12, 7 p.m.

Sud
1999, 71 min.
Saturday, February 21, 1 p.m.

From the Other Side
2002, 99 min.
Saturday, February 21, 3 p.m.

Là-bas
2006, 78 min.
Thursday, February 19, 7 p.m.

Jeanne Dielman, 23 Quai du 
Commerce, 1080 Bruxelles
1974, 201 min.
Thursday, February 26, 7 p.m.
Saturday, February 28, 1 p.m.

SPECIAL SCREENINGS

Passageworks: Tasks of the Translator
Tara McDowell, Passageworks exhibition curator
Thursday, January 8, 7 p.m.
Phyllis Wattis Theater

Held in conjunction with Passageworks (on view 
through January 19), this program expands upon the 
exhibition’s central concepts of “the passage.” 
Short films by Yto Barrada, Matthew Buckingham, 
Nathaniel Dorsky, Steve McQueen, and Clemens von 
Wedemeyer address exhibition themes particularly 
relevant today, including lost histories, naviga-
tion, and translation.

$10 general; $7 SFMOMA members, students, and seniors.

Entrance Strategies
Melissa Pellico, curatorial assistant, media arts, 
SFMOMA; Tanya Zimbardo, assistant curator,
media arts, SFMOMA
Thursday, January 15, 7 p.m.
Phyllis Wattis Theater

In conjunction with The Art of Participation (on 
view through February 8), this selection of video 
shorts presents a range of documented interventions 
by contemporary artists and activists. From subtle 
gestures to provocative engagement, these often sly 
and humorous performances question the limits of 
public space and the reliability of the media. The 
selection includes works by Bernadette Corporation, 
Jeff Cain, Andrea Fraser, Aleksandra Mir, and The 
Yes Men.

$10 general; $7 SFMOMA members, students, and seniors.

Inauguration Special: Tony Labat’s I WANT YOU
I Want You: Public Auditions
Tuesday, January 20, 1 p.m.
Thursday, January 22, 7 p.m.
Phyllis Wattis Theater

Riffing on the iconic “I Want You” Army recruitment 
campaigns, this fall artist Tony Labat asked Bay 
Area residents to make their own demands of the 
public in live performances. Thirty-four contes-
tants chosen by Labat on the basis of private 
auditions appeared before a live audience and a 
host of documentary cameras. The audience chose 
five winners, whose images and slogans appeared on 
posters around town. On inauguration day, catch the 
premiere of Labat’s video documenting the public 
performances, and come back the following Thursday 
to see a new video of the private auditions.

Free with museum admission. Seats are available on a first-come, 
first-served basis.
Support for Live Art at SFMOMA is generously provided by The William and 
Flora Hewlett Foundation.

PERFORMANCE
The Act of Drinking Beer with Friends Is 
the Highest Form of Art
By Tom Marioni, with guest bartenders
Thursdays, through February 5 
(January 1), 5–7 p.m.
Koret Visitor Education Center

Drink beer, meet people, and hang out with friends 
at this weekly informal gathering hosted by Marioni, 
a pioneering Bay Area conceptual artist who has been 
regularly staging free beer salons as social art-
works at his studio, in museums, and in alternative 
spaces since 1970. 

Free with museum admission.

PANEL DISCUSSION
Social Practice West
Harrell Fletcher, assistant professor, Portland 
State University; Suzanne Lacy, chair of graduate 
public practice, Otis College of Art and Design; Ted 
Purves, chair and assistant professor, 
Graduate Program in Fine Arts, 
California College of the Arts
Saturday, February 7, 2 p.m.
Phyllis Wattis Theater

In the last year, graduate programs in public or 
social practice were launched at Otis College of Art 
and Design and Portland State University. The social 
practice concentration at California College of the 
Arts has thrived since 2005. Faculty and students 
from these programs convene for a discussion of the 
evolution of social practice on the West Coast.

$10 general; $7 SFMOMA members, students, and seniors.

ARTIST TALK
Mai-Thu Perret
Apsara DiQuinzio, assistant curator, painting and 
sculpture, SFMOMA; Mai-Thu Perret, artist
Thursday, February 5, 6:30 p.m.
Phyllis Wattis Theater

Perret, whose new sculptures are featured in the 
latest New Work exhibition, is joined by DiQuinzio 
for a discussion of her work.

Free with museum admission.

PERFORMANCE
Automatic for the People: ( ) 
MTAA (M.River & T.Whid Art Associates)
Saturday, February 7
Time and location to be announced; 
visit www.sfmoma.org/aop for information

Since the opening of The Art of Participation in 
November, museum and website visitors have taken 
part in the creation of this performance piece. 
Each week, voters determined one of 10 aspects of 
the performance, including location, props, theme, 
and subtitle. The final performance takes shape 
today.

FREE-TUESDAY EVENTS

ARTIST TALK
The 1000 Journals Project
Stephanie Pau, manager of interpretation,SFMOMA; 
Someguy, 1000 Journals Project creator
Tuesday, January 6, noon
Koret Visitor Education Center

The 1000 Journals Project creator, “Someguy,” 
joins exhibition curator Pau to take a closer 
look at the project.

SCREENING
Gordon Matta-Clark: Food and Fresh Air Cart
Tanya Zimbardo, assistant curator,
media arts, SFMOMA
Tuesday, February 3, noon
Phyllis Wattis Theater

This documentary program looks at two landmark 
collaborative projects by the artist Gordon 
Matta-Clark that address ideas of social space 
evident in The Art of Participation (on view 
through February 8). Food (1972) documents a 
SoHo artists’ cooperative that served organic 
food and offered a space for discussions and 
performances, playing an important role in the 
artistic community. Fresh Air Cart (1971–73) 
provided another service to New Yorkers, 
offering passersby “pure air” from an oxygen 
tank.

Museum and program admission are free. Seats are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis.
First Tuesdays are always free, thanks to AT&T.

$5 general; free for SFMOMA members or with museum admission 
(requires a free ticket, which can be picked up in the Haas Atrium).
Double features: films offered on the same date are included in one ticket.

Film at SFMOMA is generously supported by the Phyllis C. Wattis Foundation.

Saute ma ville/ La Chambre/ Hôtel Monterey/ Je, tu, il, elle/ News from Home/ Toute une nuit
Golden Eighties/ Histoires d'Amérique/Nuit et jour/ D'Est/ Sud/ From the Other Side/ Là-bas
Jeanne Dielman, 23 Quai/ Du Commerce, 1080 Bruxelles

Jan 3 to February 28, 2009
Chantal Akerman Film Series

151 Third Street, San Francisco
415.357.4000 www.sfmoma.org

PUBLIC PROGRAMS

POETRY READING
Joinery: 
Poems on the Occasion of Martin Puryear
David Levi Strauss and other poets to be announced
Saturday, January 25, 3 p.m.
Phyllis Wattis Theater

Interviewing Martin Puryear last year, Levi 
Strauss described the sculptor’s work in terms of 
poetry: “I was taught poetics . . . as the study 
of how things are made, and I also think that much 
of poetics is about joinery. The place where 
things are cut and joined together or where they 
touch is really where meaning is made. And that 
holds true for poetry or writing as well as for 
sculptural objects.” In this program, we explore 
poems that take up joinery and consider the inter-
section of matter and meaning.

$10 general; $7 SFMOMA members, students, and seniors.

151 Third Street, San Francisco
415.357.4000 

SAN FRANCISCO MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

Thursday evening half-price admission is sponsored by Banana Republic. 
Virgin America is the official airline of Thursday Nights at SFMOMA. 

Media support for public programs is provided by SF Weekly.

SPECIAL EVENT
Jochen Gerz, The Gift
Jochen Gerz, artist
Sunday, February 8, noon–5:45 p.m.
The Schwab Room

During the run of The Art of Participation, more 
than a thousand SFMOMA visitors will have their 
portraits taken as part of Gerz’s The Gift. A 
number of portraits will be exhibited at the 
museum and will appear in The Examiner. For this 
special closing reception, the artist invites 
project participants to return to SFMOMA to 
receive a framed portrait from the exhibition as 
a gift to display at home.

Free; does not include museum admission.
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