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After Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi which 
picked up at the box office after a 
shaky start and is being ranked 

next only to Ghajini as far as 2008’s col-
lections at the box office are concerned, 
Shah Rukh confesses that he is waiting 
with bated breath for his next release Bil-
lu Barber which has also been produced 
by him with Priyadarshan directing. 

“At the outset, let me clarify that I am 
not playing the title role of the barber in 
my film. It is Irrfan Khan who is play-
ing the protagonist.” A wise admission 
considering that last year’s Kuselan, the 
Tamil version of the film, had promoted 
Rajinikanth as the star of the film, leading 
to its ultimate downfall when irate fans 
watched the movie and realized they had 
been misled.” 

How was the experience of working 
with a veteran director like Priyadarshan 
in Billu Barber for the first time? “It’s for 
the first time that I’ve had an opportunity 
to work with a director of his calibre. He’s 
one of the fastest directors around and 
has a great vision about every film that 
he sets out to direct.” Incidentally, Priya-
darshan has neither directed the Malay-
alam original nor the Tamil and Telugu 
remakes.

Is including Kareena, Priyanka etc in 
the song sequence in Billu Barber a gim-
mick to lure the audiences just as in Om 
Shanti Om and Rab Ne? “We needed to 
have the medley of songs in Billu Barber 
because I play a superstar who is work-
ing with all the top actresses. Luckily for 
me, all the actresses agreed to be part of 
the song and adjusted their dates accord-

ingly. In fact Kareena shot for the song 
just a day after I had asked her to oblige. I 
am indebted to all the actresses.”

He’s excited that the script of Rab Ne 
Bana Di Jodi is being sent to the Oscar 
library. “It means that Indian scripts are 
now believed to have come of age by Hol-
lywood makers. Indian filmmaking used 
to suffer from lack of screenplay.” Then in 
what seems to be a reference to the hype 
about the three other superstars Salman, 
Aamir and Akshay trying to team up to 
take him on, he adds, “If we stop pulling 
each other’s legs and overcome jealousy 
and pettiness, I am one hundred percent 
sure we will become truly international.”

If Rab Ne were to be remade in Holly-
wood, who would he suggest for the main 
leads? Pat comes the reply: “Brad Pitt and 
Angelina Jolie.”

After working with established ac-
tresses, Shah Rukh found working with 
newcomers like Deepika in Om Shanti 
Om and Anushka in Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi 
quite a learning experience. “I have al-
ways believed that a new actress will al-
ways come with her own different way of 
interpretation. Let me tell you, I never get 
nervous with new girls. I go a long way 
with girls. However, the choice of the ac-
tress who is cast opposite me is that of 
the director, not mine. I hardly have any 
say as far as who is to be cast as my her-
oine is concerned. If Adi [Aditya Chopra] 
decided to cast a new actress in Rab Ne 
Bana Di Jodi, the reason is that we both 
genuinely felt that the character of Suri 
would become more believable if there 
was a new actress opposite him.”
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When asked why his costar Anushka 
was kept out of the song sequence of 
“Hum Hain Rahi Pyar Ke, Phir Milenge 
Chalte Chalte,” Shah Rukh explains, 
“Adi and I even debated about includ-
ing Anushka in the song but we decided 
against it for the simple reason that we 
did not want the link between Anushka 
and me to be prominent.”

If Anushka was kept out of the bounds 
of media and introduced to the media only 
a week after Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi was re-
leased, Shah Rukh assures you that there 
was no sinister motive behind it. “The 
truth is that we felt that it was very impor-
tant that people should first see Anush-
ka’s work and only then talk to her.” 

Shah Rukh Khan is always at pains not 
to take too much credit for his stupendous 
success. “I would like to believe that a lot 
of my star status is only because of the 
way the media has behaved with me. I 
have never been rude or non cordial with 
any member of the fourth estate”

Another characteristically modest per-
sonality trait of his is that, unlike say an 
Aamir Khan or Dilip Kumar of yore, Shah 
Rukh Khan is never known to interfere 
with his directors. “It’s almost twenty 
years since I made my film debut with Raj 

Kanwar’s Deewana but even today I don’t 
give ideas to any director of mine because 
I have always believed that it is the direc-
tor who is the captain of the ship.”

His six pack abs were the talk of the 
town for OSO but - sorry ladies – they will 
not be seen in Billu Barber. “My days of 
six pack abs are over. My character in Om 
Shanti Om required me to be well built but 
my roles in Billu Barber or Rab Ne Bana 
Di Jodi did not warrant me having six 
pack abs. Like me, Aamir also supported 
eight pack abs to get into the skin of his 
character in Ghajini. After the shooting 
of Ghajini was complete, Aamir said his 
days of eight pack abs were over.”

Speaking of Aamir, the media has been 
anxious to pit the two stars against each 
other – especially since Aamir began his 
aggressive promotion of Ghajini at the time 
Rab Ne was released. Shah Rukh is anx-
ious to downplay their verbal sparring as 
all in good fun. “I’m glad that though Aamir 
used to be a big introvert by his own ad-
mission in the initial days of his career as 
an actor, he has of late developed a terrific 
sense of humour. Long before his Ghajini 
was released, at a press conference for 
my own film Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi, I had 
expressed the wish that people would go 

in large numbers to see Ghajini.” 
Besides Billu Barber, in 2009, Shah 

Rukh is also doing Karan Johar’s My 
Name is Khan which is against the back-
drop of international terrorism. Though 
the media is full of stories about how Yash 
Chopra and Karan are at loggerheads be-
cause Yashraj’s New York starring John 
Abraham, Neil Nitin Mukesh and Katrina 
Kaif is similar, Shah Rukh asserts that 
both My Name is Khan and New York are 
really poles apart. Then there is Viveck 
Vaswani’s film Dulha Biktha Hai (earlier 
titled Dulha Mil Gaya) in which he’s slated 
to give a special appearance along with 
Sushmita Sen.

Shah Rukh does not have any qualms 
in confessing that as an actor he is quite 
selfish. “Yes. I am selfish. Of course, ev-
ery actor is. But I have never been self-
ish enough to wish that only my films 
would click at the box office and films 
starring other actors would fail. On 
the contrary, I have always felt that we 
should stand united. I maintain that how 
much paisa one’s film collects at the 
box office is not the only thing that’s im-
portant, rather it’s how many successful 
films the industry as a whole is able to 
deliver every year.”
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THE BEGINNING OF A KING
He was born with the umbilical cord entangled around his neck. A nurse said that it was the 
blessings of Hanuman and that he would be a very lucky child.

His mother Fatima Begum was a social worker and a first class magistrate who died of 
complications from diabetes in 1991. His father Mir Taj Mohammed, a lawyer and a freedom 
fighter, had died of cancer a decade earlier.

He has one older sister named Shehnaz fondly called Lala Rukh.

He was not only a brilliant student but also captained his school teams in football, hockey, 
and cricket.

Although he was named Shahrukh (one word), he always signs as Shah Rukh.
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