
J U N E / J U LY      ’ 0 9  T H E  P L O T  0 3

So much has been said about 
Kambakkht Ishq, that it’s one of 
the most expensive Indian films 

ever, the kind of Hollywood talent 
being roped in, the value of Akshay 
Kumar’s designer gear etc etc... But, 
in the final analysis, it will all boil down 
to the chemistry between Akshay and 
Kareena, he a chauvinistic stuntman 
and Kareena, in her own words, “an 
arrogant firebrand who is capable 
of staring down the most arrogant 
male with her caustic wit and sar-
donic tongue, with her firm belief that 
there’s no such thing as love. She’s 
what every woman dreams of being.”

When I meet her at The Taj Land’s 
End hotel in Mumbai for this chat, 
Kareena seems to understand how 
important chemistry is to the suc-
cess of a film. She admits that it was 
undoubtedly the much less hyped Jab 
We Met that was the turning point of 
her career as an actress although 
she avoids any reference to her co-
star Shahid. “I should say with due 
respect to the directors of my films 
like Omkara and Chameli that though 

they were special films, it was Jab We 
Met that fit me like a glove and I’d have 
been very disappointed if the film had 
not fetched me awards for acting.” 
Which, fortunately for her, it did in 
large numbers.

Of course, Kambakkht is not the only 
release she’s excited about. Her roster 
of films this year is pretty impressive. 
Lined up for release this year, one after 
the other, are Salman Khan’s home 
production directed by Prem Soni 
called Main Aur Mrs Khanna, Karan 
Johar’s Qurbaan with Saif and Rumi 
Jaffrey’s Asthavinayak with John Abra-
ham. She will also be seen in Rajkumar 
Hirani’s Three Idiots opposite Aamir.

She is thrilled about doing two films 
with Saif after Tashan. Speaking about 
Qurbaan, she says, “It is quite a hard 
hitting role. I look forward to doing that 
film as well as Saif’s own film Agent 
Vinod. Asthavinayak is also a very nice 
love story that is shot in the exotic lo-
cales of both New Zealand and Spain.”

To be perfectly frank, Kareena Kapoor 
does not have an impressive hit record 
for someone who’s worked so long and 
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Before the release of one of the most anticipated films 
of the year, JYOTHI VENKATESH caught up with Kareena 
Kapoor to talk about working with Saif, her regrets, and 
of course her style.
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has had an opportu-
nity to team up with 
the top talent in 
B-town. But you’d 
never know it by 
her confidence 
and attitude. 
Also, having the 
Kapoor lineage 
helps keep film-
makers lining 

up at her door. 
“I come from a completely dif-

ferent school of acting - The Raj Kapoor 
School of Acting. Doing good work and 
working with good filmmakers give me a 
high as an actress. I’m happy I’m getting 
plum offers. They get greatly encour-
age me. I’ve never taken the success or 
failure of my films too seriously, only 
acting. I love being on the sets 24/7. The 
scriptwriter is not God, so not every film 
can turn out great. I don’t expect the 
audience to like every movie.” 

Speaking of flops, no, she doesn’t 
regret having been part of a flop like 
Tashan. “You do your best to predict 
which film will click and which won’t. I 
don’t regret anything in life because ev-
erything that I do is pre-ordained.” But 
she then goes on to defend her choice. 
“It was great to do a nice power-packed 
role in Tashan. I bet you were shocked 
that the same Kareena Kapoor had 
also played a lass from Bhatinda in 
Jab We Met. I would even go to the 
extent of saying that a role like the one 
I played in Tashan had not come on 
Indian screens till then. Though the film 
turned out to be a dud at the box office, 
it was a role that any actor would die 
for. I did it as a challenge.”

So is that then her criterion when she 
selects a role? “It’s always been my 
endeavour to strike the right balance 
between serious and light roles. I don’t 
go just by my secretary’s recommenda-
tions. I make it a point to listen to every 
script, whether it’s written by an es-
tablished or up and coming new writer. 
I don’t think any other major actress 
would have agreed to a Chameli or a 
Jab We Met.”

Having said that, this young actress 
has had to become much more care-
ful with her choice of roles thanks to 
heightened expectations post the criti-
cal appreciation of her performance in 
Jab We Met and the success of Golmaal 
Returns. “I now realize that, though I’ve 
always only played roles where I have 
to do something (unless it’s a guest 

appearance for a friend like Shah Rukh 
Khan in Don, or in Kya Love Story Hai 
for debut director Lovely Singh who 
had assisted Satish Kaushik in my 
first film Mujhe Kuchch Kehna Hai), 
I have to be more careful after the 
success of Jab We Met.”

One cannot have a conversation 
with Kareena Kapoor and not broach 
the subject of her physical attributes! 
Everyone knows how particular she is 
when it comes to her fitness. Although 
she recently announced that she’s put 
on weight and is revelling in a larger 
posterior, she will still be seen in size 
zero mode in Kambakkht Ishq play-
ing a supermodel. Though they would 
shoot the entire day and it was very 
exhausting, Kareena took time out 
daily after the shoot to do power yoga. 
Special attention has also been paid 
to the costumes. Despite it being a 
hardcore commercial film, the styl-
ish actress has consciously chosen 
non-filmi clothes. Designer Aki Narula 
sourced her clothes from Milan. “It 
took me 15 days to find the right kind 

of clothes 
for Kareena. She wanted 
the costumes to sync well with her 
character and has chosen a lot of mis-
matches this time to make them look 
more realistic. The clothes are not 
over the top like in most Hindi films. 
It’s a big trend that’s catching on.”  

Although Kambakkht Ishq has given 
her the opportunity to work with Hol-
lywood stars aplenty, Kareena is too 
practical to dream of Hollywood as 
her next destination, regardless of the 
press releases her publicity machine 
may churn out from time to time. “I 
don’t want to waste my money on a 
Hollywood agent. I’d rather go on a long 
holiday abroad than waste my time and 
energy and money trying to make it in 
Hollywood,” she says dismissively.

Besides, she still has so much more 
to do here in India. Kareena confesses 
that she has two major wishes that 
are yet to be fulfilled. “I would love 
to work with Rajkumar Santoshi and 
Rakesh Roshan. They are the only two 
major directors with whom I haven’t 
yet done a film.” In fact, her first film 
was to be Rakesh Roshan’s Kaho 
Naa... Pyaar Hai with Hrithik but she 
abandoned the project a few days into 
filming saying that “the whole focus is 
on the boy.”Apart from that she regrets 
she has worked on only one film with 
Mani Ratnam – Yuva. “He’s capable of 
making even a close-up of a road look 
beautiful. If he offered me even a scene 
in a Tamil film, I’d jump at the offer 
because it’s been a learning experience 
working with a filmmaker like him.”

Ironically then, Kareena has no 
qualms in admitting that she is very 
rigid about her fees, even losing out on 
Kal Ho Na Ho because she had refused 
to compromise on that count. “Direc-
tors who’re keen on working with me 
have no other alternative but to rework 
their budgets. But let me make it very 
clear that no friendship of mine is ever 
based on movies. I have also made up 
with Karan Johar. Today I don’t regret 
having lost the role Preity Zinta played 
in Kal Ho Na Ho but I’d rather lose a 
film than a dear friend.”

BORN TO WIN
Her name was derived from the book Anna Kar-
enina which her mother was reading while she 
was expecting her.

Kapoor registered for a three-month summer 
course in microcomputers at Harvard University 
in the US and later enrolled at the Government Law 
College in Mumbai. However, after completing one 
year of Law, she reverted to her initial plan of be-
coming an actress.

Clothing chain Globus has experienced a 75 per-
cent increase in sales since she became its brand 
ambassador.

In March 2009, she became the only woman to be 
featured on Filmfare magazine’s annual “Power List”, 
a list of the ten most powerful people of Bollywood.


