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HAI RAMA, 
WHAT DRAMA

Sex, stings, love affairs gone sour, drugs, ego clashes and police cas-
es… this isn’t the script for a pot boiler but newspaper fodder in the 
big, bad world of the Hindi film industry. THE PLOT finds that what’s 
drama in reel life turns to Scandal in Real Time!

When Scandal 
comeS a-calling

The PubliciTy game

The bad boyS
SAlMAn KHAn vS vIveIK ObeROI

AAMIR KHAn  vS  SRK / JeSSICA
SHAHID – KAReenA -  SAIF

MAlAIKA  –  ARbAAz KHAn

SHAKTI KApOOR - 
CAugHT On CAMeRA 

bACHCHAnS vS HRITIK / KARISHMA

First, let’s get these guys 
out of the way ‘cause, yawn, 
they are so predictable but 
necessary to our noble cause of 
outing Bollywood’s scandalous 
characters.

Salman Khan is to scandal 
what cherries are to a sundae. 
Extra Snazz. 

Actor Viveik Oberoi created 
a sensation when he took film 
fraternity business straight to 
the media stage by calling a 

press conference where he 
accused Salman Khan of 
abusing him and issuing death 
threats. 

Far more seriously, 
Bollywood’s favourite bad boy 
has been doing the rounds of 
court rooms for two different 
crimes - hunting the black buck 
and the death of a man caused 
when he drove his Land Cruiser 
on to the pavement while under 
the influence of alcohol.

If that wasn’t enough, 
he’s been in many a 

drunken brawl with 
girlfriends, co-
stars and directors. 
The most recent 
Salman outing was 

the brawl with Shah 
Rukh Khan at Katrina 

Kaif’s birthday bash, 
allegedly over ex-

girlfriend Aishwarya 
Rai.

Sometimes even the safe and politically correct find them-
selves making headlines.

Like Aamir Khan who wrote on his blog “Shah Rukh is 
licking my feet… and begging for my attention.” He later “re-
vealed” that he was talking about his dog who - by the way 
- he claimed he h ad nothing to do with naming. The blog post 
created a furore with even AK fans saying that it was in bad 
taste for the usually scandal free Khan. Aamir later apolo-
gized for hurting anyone’s sentiments.

But that’s not all. The low key Khan had ear-
lier been in the news for fathering 
a love child. Jessica Hines, a 
British journalist who Aamir 
met on the sets of Ghulam 
and had an affair with, gave 
birth to a boy. The mother has 
gone on and off record with the 
paternity but Aamir has stayed 
silent throughout.

So when news of the Shahid – Kareena break up hit the 
stands on the eve of the release of their romance flick 
Jab We Met and after a seemingly trouble-free four year 
long relationship, people were naturally sceptical. Many 
pages were devoted to the guessing game – on or not? 
Gimmick? But the people concerned stayed mum. Then 
news of the Kareena – Saif romance which had appar-
ently blossomed on the sets of Tashan came to light. Ka-

reena gave interviews that were suitably vague and 
love struck while Shahid remained 

silent. Now both parties 
seem to have moved on 
with Kareena bask-
ing in Saif’s devotion 
proclaimed by a tat-
too of her name on his 

arm and Shahid sup-
posedly dating co-
star Priyanka.

India TV went one step ahead in its bid for the TRP wars. 
The channel carried out a sting or what others called a 
“set up”. Bollywood’s baddie Shakti Kapoor was caught 
on camera making verbal and physical advances against 
the channel’s journo. What really made the airwaves 
sizzle was his naming of several film personalities as 
part of casting couch reality. While the clip was received 
with outrage and claims of purity from most in the in-
dustry, Shakti Kapoor did not deny the charges. Instead 
he went on record to say that, “The girl has been calling 

The most shameful 
of publicity stunts 
that comes to mind 
is the Malaika Aro-
ra – Arbaaz Khan 
divorce report. A 
newspaper carried 
front paper cover-
age of the ten year 
strong marriage heading for splitsville with Arbaaz 
planning to remarry. The couple refused to comment 
and disbelief poured in. The whole thing turned out to 
be a scam – a planned publicity stunt for an ad cam-
paign that the two were doing for a skin cream, the 
idea being that the cream would make Arbaaz want to 
marry Malaika all over again! The backlash was huge 
and journalists were livid at being made use of but in 
the time of tabloids no one can really complain when 
papers sell, can they?

every big Friday release comes accompanied by its 
own little “breaking news”.

And Salman’s not alone. His role model Sanjay 
Dutt is not far behind. 

Terrorism and drugs have blighted the 50 year 
old Munnabhai’s life. A young Sanju struggled 
with drug addiction and famously asked his 
father to help him. He finally went to a rehab 
clinic in the United Stated to kick the habit.

His father came to his aid once again when 
Sanju faced a more heinous tag than drug addict 
– terrorist. 

He was convicted in the 1993 Mumbai 
serial blasts case and found guilty of illegally 
possessing arms purchased from gangsters 

involved in terrorism. He 
was cleared of “terrorism 
conspiracy charges in 
the blasts”. However his 
recent bid to contest the 
elections on a Samajwadi 
Party ticket against 
his sister and father’s 
Congress party legacy 
was nipped in the bud 
when the Supreme Court 
refused to suspend his 
conviction.

SAnJAy DuTT
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The Bachchans faced a lot of flak post the Big Wedding from the 
industry and press. Many felt slighted that they had been left off 
the guest list. Twinkle Khanna was invited but not her husband 
Akshay Kumar, childhood friend Hrithik was left off the list post 
his steamy kiss with the bride Aishwarya in Dhoom and even 
Jaya Bachchan’s “adopted son” SRK was given the cold shoul-
der. Papa Bachchan went into an ego clean up drive explaining 
that his mother’s ill health necessitated a small wedding.  The 
wedding story had other melodrama making headlines too – 
the under wraps wedding was blown to bits with a small time 
starlet attempting to commit suicide outside their family home 
Jalsa claiming that Abhishek had promised to marry her! 

As big as the news of the Abhishek Bachchan – Karisma Ka-
poor engagement was the news of their break up. Hardly had 
the press got its fill of talking about the joining of two dynasties 
that there was word that it was all off, and no one really knows 
why to this day – something that one can rarely say in tinsel 
town. Soon after Karisma Kapoor tied the knot with “child-
hood friend” Sanjay Kapur from Delhi. But this match wasn’t 
without its share of rag selling scandal. Just two years down 
the line Karisma walked out all the way to Mumbai and asked 
for a divorce. The reasons bandied about were 

Sanjay’s philandering ways and the 
Delhi-Mumbai 

divide.
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Wild Women do and They don’T RegReT iT

a maTTeR of maRRiage

pOOJA bHATT 
was the original wild 
child though. She 
did a Demi Moore 
repeat for Indian 
audiences when she 
posed nude with spray 
paint covering her in 
an ensemble for a 
magazine. She stirred the moralists with 
that appearance and then socked them 
further when she smooched her father 
Mahesh Bhatt for another cover.
 

KAngAnA  
RAnAuT
doesn’t care how the 
press writes her up. 
She doesn’t really say 
the wrong thing but 
then she hardly ever 
says anything. As 
was evident when the 

story of her break with mentor/ boyfriend 
Aditya Pancholi got out. Pancholi revealed 
that while they had stopped seeing each 
other a while ago, Kangana still owed 
him large sums of money. His ire broke 
out after Kangana’s romance with co-star 
Adhyayan Suman came to light. 

Yesteryear rebel ZEENAT AMAN 
courted rebuke with 
élan. Be it her daring 
clothes and hippie 
roles, or tag of sultry 
siren she carried it 
off. She even sur-
vived being slapped 
in full public view by 
Sanjay Khan at the 
Taj Mahal Hotel, so 
hard that she perma-
nently damaged her eye. Veteran tabloid 
journalists still call this incident one of the 
biggest shockers of its time.

A self styled protector of Indian culture filed 
a PIL against for indecent representation of 
sexual activity after Gere playfully planted a 
series of kisses on Shetty’s cheek at an event 
to promote safe sex!

unlike most actresses who thrive on their holier-than-thou persona, we had a few scene 
stealers who came, shocked and made their way. 

even the smallest incident can be blown out of proportion. If the newsmakers don’t do it, then 
some self righteous citizen will step forward and create a hullaballoo. 

Now which is more interesting – the average Bollywood script or the average Bollywood tabloid? 
You be the judge!

Showbiz marriages rarely end in divorce courts. Rumours of affairs may dog them, spats may come and 
go but largely couples do seem to stick together in bollywood – a fact that is probably more attributable 
to the poorly executed alimony laws in the country than any love left between the warring couple.
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SUZANNE ROSHAN recently felt the 
need to issue a statement saying that the 
state of her marriage with star Hrithik 
was “steady” and there was to be no 
divorce. She added that the alleged “other 

woman” Barbara Mori in 
her husband’s life 
was a friend of hers. 
Hrithik has brazenly 
ignored the rumour of 
his affair with co-star 
Mori and even made 
an appearance at 
Cannes with Mori 
sans Suzanne.

MARIA GORETTI - ARSHAD WARSI
One of the strongest marriages in tinsel 
town showed cracks publicly with Maria 
Goretti wanting out after ten years and two 
children with Arshad Warsi. The rift was 
blamed on Arshad’s hectic work schedule 
post his Circuit-ous popularity. Arshad 
didn’t make matters better by rushing of 
for another long stint in Bangkok instead 
of saving his marriage. But all’s well that 
ends well here and Maria stuck around.

SRIDEVI AND BONEY KAPOOR 
denied any involvement but had to tell 
all when Sridevi gave birth to Boney’s 

daughter while he was still married to 
first wife Mona. While she took care to 
safeguard the rights of her children, 
Mona’s mother slapped a case against the 
Sri-Boney marriage. There was even word 
that Mona’s mom accosted Sridevi 
at a party! But 
by and large,  
u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
for this article, 
second wives 
have been 
fairly well 
accepted 
in B-town. 

MAMTA - RAJ KR SAMTOSHI PRITI JAIN - 
MADHUR BHANDARKAR

SUBHASH GHAI - MANISHA KOIRALA

It’s a well accepted fact that the casting 
couch has existed for a while in the 
film industry. But not all heroines have 
acquiesced to it quietly. Sex symbol Mamta 
Kulkarni alleged that Rajkumar Santoshi 

cut her roles when she refused to 
submit to the couch. Unfortunately, she 
disappeared soon after. 

Subhash Ghai launched Manisha Koirala 
in Saudagar but it wasn’t all smooth sail-
ing. Halfway through the shoot Manisha in-
formed the press that Ghai had assaulted 
her on the set with sexual intent. However 
she continued with the film and Ghai never 
publicly responded to the allegations. Ghai 
got tough with his next discovery though 
and filed a case against Mahima Chaud-
hary for “non payment of dues”.

With the corporatisation of Bollywood, it 
was thought that this nefarious practice 
had faded out. Then, like a scene from 
his own film Page 3, starlet Priti Jain ac-
cused director Madhur Bhandarkar of rape 
after it came out that she wasn’t going to 
get a role in his latest film. She had been 
involved with the director for five years in 
the hope of a role and blew the whistle on 
him finally.

MAllIKA SHeRAWAT appeared from nowhere and catapulted to instant limelight with 
one USP – 17 liplocks in her debut film. Added to this the mystery of who she actually was - 
a small town escapee with big dreams as she claimed or a regular girl from Delhi and you 
had a story set to run. Especially since here was a leading lady not afraid to give scintillating 
quotes and happy to trade in on her physical assets. Unfortunately her ill fame backfired 
when a sex clip featuring a lookalike was largely thought to be Mallika herself!

a caSe againST PilS

heRoineS and TheiR diRecToRS

AKSHYA - TWINKLESHILPA - RICHARD

Recently Akshay Kumar 
made an easy target as he 
strutted down a ramp for a 
brand of jeans and had his 
wife unbutton him. Much was 
written about indecency with 
one camp saying that it was 
an unplanned fun gesture 
and the Kumar camp saying 
that it was part of a script. A 
police complaint was lodged 
against the couple with 
Mumbai’s over-burdened 
cops reluctantly being forced 
to investigate what they felt 
was a useless PIL.


