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At Toyota, our goal isn’t just to build automobiles 
that are safe for drivers and passengers. We’re also 
developing technologies that help protect pedestrians, 
systems that help cars communicate with other 
cars and a program that allows open collaboration 
among safety experts from diverse fields and leading 
research institutions including Stanford University and 
University of Michigan. Because a safe car is good, 
but a safer world is even better.
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She will
grow five inches,
letter in volleyball,
major in Economics,
marry a man with freckles,
have a career she loves,
have two girls she loves way, way more,
smile more than frown.

She’s going places. 
And we’d like to help her get there, safely.
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Welcome to the 2015 
Women in the World Summit!
You and I are about to embark on an enlightening, uplifting, galvanizing adventure.

Together, we’re going to parachute behind the frontlines of the news. We’ll experience 
dramatic stories through the eyes of some extraordinary women and the men who 
champion them. Our guides are activists, artists, entrepreneurs, fi ghters, journalists, 
peacemakers, and rabble-rousers. All of them made the journey just to be with you. 

We’ll celebrate their victories, share their sorrows, and join their struggles. We’ll break 
through barriers with them.

It hardly seems possible that the fi rst Women in the World Summit took place just six 
years ago. That fi rst Summit grew out of some unforgettable interactions I had with the 
participants of Vital Voices Global Partnership, an NGO that mentors emerging leaders 
and on whose board I serve. The women I met were smart. They were fi ery. They were 
strong. And they were willing to risk all to make a diff erence in their communities and 
beyond. They added a new dimension to my understanding of how the world works. 
And how, too often, it doesn’t.

I wondered why on earth these female forces of nature weren’t known far and wide. 
They rocked—and, in their own varied ways, they were rock stars! 

Women in the World, executive-produced then (as it is now) by Kyle Gibson, was born in a 
small midtown theater, but right from the start it won the support of such role models as 
Hillary Clinton, Meryl Streep, and Christine Lagarde. Although this week’s mega-gathering 
at Lincoln Center is a far cry from those modest beginnings, the mission today is still what 
it was then: bring awe-inspiring women—their passion, their courage, their tenacity—to 
a forum where we can hear their stories, see the world through their eyes, and draw 
strength from their example.

Beyond that, we hope the women onstage and those in the audience will forge an 
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TINA BROWN
@TinaBrownLM 
Tina Brown Live Media / Women in the World

unbreakable bond of sisterhood. There is strength in numbers, and as a mobilized 
army we can shape the future to make it what it can—and should—be!

It’s a calling many of you share. The Women in the World Summit has fi lled this 
spectacular, 2,500-seat theater four years now and running. Thousands of you 
livestreamed it last year…and millions more saw tweets and the tremendous press 
coverage.

We’re appreciative of the backing of the forward-thinking companies that are 
helping us widen the sphere of Women in the World’s impact. This year’s Summit 
is generously supported by presenting sponsors Dove, Merck for Mothers, 
and Toyota; leadership sponsors Flextronics, Lands’ End, and MasterCard; and 
supporting sponsors the Ford Foundation, Thomson Reuters, and Walmart .

We’re also proud to acknowledge our new collaboration with The New York 
Times. Together with the Times, we are taking Women in the World summits to 
stages in London and Delhi this year. And with their creation of our new digital 
platform (nytimes.com/womenintheworld), we can now touch the lives of more 
people than ever. When the Summit is over, you can join us online every day.

Finally, I’d like to express my deep admiration and gratitude to all who have 
traveled so far and given so much of their time to be with us this week. You are 
the inspiring essence of what makes this event meaningful and memorable.

Every two minutes around the world, a woman dies during pregnancy or childbirth. Most of these deaths are preventable.That’s why Merck created Merck for Mothers – a 10-year, $500 million initiative that applies our scientific and business expertise to reduce maternal mortality. We are working with partners around the globeto help create a world where no woman dies giving life.Visit the Merck for Mothers Global Health Lounge to learn how a simple conversation can raise awareness and help #EndMaternalMortality. Learn more at MerckforMothers.com        /MerckforMothers          /MerckforMothers

START ACONVERSATIONTHATMATTERS
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ABOUT WOMEN IN THE WORLD

Women in the World (@WomenintheWorld, #witw) got its start in 2009 as an off shoot 
of The Daily Beast, an IAC digital news site created by Tina Brown in 2008. The fi rst 
Women in the World Summit was held in 2010 at New York’s Hudson Theater. In 2012, 
the now-annual event moved to the David H. Koch Theater at Lincoln Center. 

Women in the World expanded outside of the US for the fi rst time in 2012, with a 
forum held in São Paulo, Brazil; 2014 inaugurated salons and forums in other US cities, 
including Chicago, Washington, Los Angeles, and San Antonio.

In 2015, Women in the World formed a joint venture with The New York Times to 
partner on further expansion, including events in Dubai, London, and New Delhi—as 
well as creation of a new digital home for the brand: nytimes.com/womenintheworld. 
While Women in the World retains editorial control of its content, The New York Times 
is a partner in the business.

Tina Brown is founder and CEO of Women in the World Media, LLC, as well as of 
Tina Brown Live Media, established in 2014 to produce summits, salons, fl ash forums, 
and debates. The fi rst of these events was the American Justice Summit, presented 
November 10, 2014, in partnership with the John Jay College of Criminal Justice. 

A note on the Women in the World Foundation: In 2011, a separately funded, nonprofi t 
Women in the World Foundation was created to shine a light on the work of its 
honorees and other worthwhile nonprofi ts. Over the next two years, the foundation 
donated $1.1 million, including ten Women of Impact grants of $25,000 each. In 2013, 
the foundation gave a $650,000 grant to Vital Voices, thereby turning its nonprofi t 
initiatives over to the organization. Vital Voices continues to administer the Women 
of Impact awards, and also receives a portion of the proceeds from the Women in the 
World Summit each year.

For more information, please email: info@womenintheworldmedia.com

For press inquiries, please email: press@womenintheworldmedia.com



KYLE GIBSON 
Senior Vice President, Founding Executive Producer, 
and Managing Editor, Women in the World

Kyle Gibson has served as executive producer and 
managing editor of Women in the World since 
its inception. A longtime, multiple-award-winning 
producer for ABC News Nightline with Ted Koppel, 
Gibson’s decades in broadcast journalism took her 
to countries and confl ict zones all over the world. 
Among her most notable assignments: her live, 
on-the-ground reporting from Tiananmen Square 

during the crackdown in June 1989. Gibson also served as a White House correspondent for 
ABC News and later teamed with Koppel to co-author a book about Nightline’s perspective 
on history. A native of Iowa and graduate of Yale, Kyle has devoted her career since 9/11 to 
illuminating global issues through multiplatform narrative journalism. 
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Photo Editor Katie Booth Video Editor Jennifer Perry
Writer/Reporters Brigit Katz, Abigail Pesta, Alice Robb, Purvi Thacker
Contributors Deidre Depke, Amy Finnerty, Roja Heydarpour, Tunku Varadarajan
Editor-at-Large Zainab Salbi

VIDEO & MEDIA PRODUCTION Point Studio, Inc.
Executive Producers Suzanne Paxton, Josette Persson
Editors Kenny Condon, Dori Flynn, Jennifer Wollan

SPONSORSHIP
Managers Jennifer Dolan, Melissa Keller
Integration TK New York, Inc. / Tracy Kessler (Sponsorship Director), Heather Huskey, 
Sarah McClelland, Kimberly Sawyer

GUEST MANAGEMENT C. Madden Productions LLC / Chris Madden,
Hunt & Gather / Jolie Hunt, Lynn McCary Events / Lynn McCary

PUBLIC RELATIONS Hiltzik Strategies

WOMEN IN THE WORLD TEAM



DECOR & DESIGN Rafanelli Events / Bryan Rafanelli

SET DESIGN 513 E 12 / Tom Lenz

SET CONSTRUCTION Cigar Box Studios

PHOTOGRAPHY
Photographers Samantha Appleton, Marc Bryan-Brown, Roxxe Ireland, 
Peter Garritano, Abby Greenawalt
Photo Editors Natalie Ivis, Tim Morrish

CATERING
Event Sonnier & Castle
Crew Marcey Brownstein Catering

BOUTIQUE Encore Merchandising / Joey Boyles

PROGRAM & GRAPHIC DESIGN
Printed Program Manager Tammy Hart
Graphic Designers The Creative Type NYC, APD / Kristine Schmidt

SPECIAL THANKS

Stephen Colvin

Jim Friedlich

Robert Clauser

Tom Goodman and all the gang at 
Goodman Media

Rafanelli Events Design Team

Form Science / Lisa Michurski, Misha Peschan

OCD / Jennifer Kinon, Bobby C. Martin, Jr.

New York Times Digital / Kelly Alfi eri, Erin Grau, 
Josh Hoeltzel, Laura Prah, Frank O’Donnell

Northpoint Digital / Robert Van Sant, Yugi Naïli, 
Arwin Holmes, Andy Magoon, Andrea Fuggetta

Barbara McGlamery

Marc Whalen

Ruth Ann Harnisch

Georgetown University Institute for 
Women, Peace & Security / Ambassador 
Melanne Verveer, Mayesha Alam

JJ McKay

Tima Rabie

Dorsey & Whitney / Stuart Goldfarb, 
David Mack, Sarah Robertson

Martin Edel

Prisca Bae

Ralph Simon

Andrew Kirk

Gabe Doppelt

Terry Hayes

Lee Wecker

Cameron McCracken

Jeremy Travis

Farah Mohamed

Racelle Weiman

Marcia Biggs

Rick Hertzberg



# WITW

THANK YOU

PROGRAMMING CONTRIBUTIONS

CNN iReport

VSO International

UN Women

Unicef

UNHCR

The Malala Fund 

Let Girls Lead

SOC Films

Vital Voices

Front Line Defenders

Many thanks to our Hosts and Young Leaders for helping us spread the word:

HOST COMMITTEE YOUNG LEADER HOSTS

Lorraine Twohill 
and Rebecca Pomering 
(winners)

Robin Albin
Amber Anderson Mostyn
Anita Arbelaez
Jeanne Arfanis
Simone Bingham
Cresta Bledsoe
Katrina Booker
Rebecca Boyce
Sheryl Curcio
Leslie Decker
Caroline Delaney
Candace Dyal
David Eisenberg
Lynn G. Feld
Marge Fisher
Masha Hamilton
Brooke Howlett
Helen Hutton
Nicole M. Isaac
Susan Jurman
Randy Kamen
Nadia Koepp
Andrea Lee
Kate Lewis
Lynn Loacker
Meena Mansharamani
Judy Manton

Sarah McCue
JJ McKay
Janet Middleton Montag
Alisa Miller
Cie Nichollson
Marie Paliganoff 
MarÌa Paz Tagle
Heather Prediletto
Jamie Rich
Caroline Romano
Lyn M. Ross
Lesley Scott
Regina Scully
Tonia Sellers
Kelsey Shively
Jennifer Tice
Kat Welch
Amy White
Johanna Zeilstra

Kassidy Brown 
(winner)

Senay Ataselim
Priscila Bala
Denise Bissell
Lucinda Borque
Elizabeth Buff one
Asunta Caceres
Kelly Chan
Tasha Cheree
Rufi na Chettiar
Alexis Cirigliano
Jessica Clark
Laura Clevenger
Alejandra Colmenero
Nimet Degirmencioglu
Weninger De Lindsey
Elizabeth Donoghue
Daphne Earp
Alison Emmerson
Hannah Freiman
Zachary Gallin
Tarikua Getachew 
  Woldetsadick
Neha Ghanshamdas
Amanda Glendinning
Madhavika Gopal
Lisa Kao
Nicole Kalucki
Shruti Kapoor

Umamah Malik
Jamilah McMillan
Karen Mustiga
Elizabeth Nutig
Mary Olushoga
Kelsey Overby
Brittany Reyes
Saira
Annabella Sawh
Sandra Shelly
Samanatha Siberini
Seema Syed
Nthabiseng Thabethe

AND A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!
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We are deeply grateful to our sponsors without whom 
the sixth annual WOMEN IN THE WORLD SUMMIT 

would not be possible. 

LEADERSHIP SPONSORS

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

PARTNERS



At Flextronics we see unparalleled 
opportunity to create a better life 
and a more sustainable future by 

building a smarter, more 
connected world. Every day, over 

200,000 Flextronics employees set 
out to make that happen.

 Providing financial aid, 
scholarships, disaster relief and 

volunteer efforts, we partner with 
the communities where our 

employees, suppliers and 
customers live and work—giving 
people opportunity—no matter 

where they come from, who they 
are, what they do or where they 

live... to allow everyone to fully 
participate in the connected 

world of possibility.
 

Together, we can build a smarter, 
more connected world.
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VERY SPECIAL THANKS 

The David H. Koch Theater is owned by the City of New York, 
which has given funds for its refurbishment and which provides 
an operating subsidy through the Department of Cultural Aff airs.
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Dr. Priya Agrawal
Executive Director, Merck for Mothers

Dr. Priya Agrawal is an obstetrician/gynecologist, women’s 
health expert, and executive director of Merck for Mothers—
Merck’s ten-year, $500 million initiative to reduce maternal 
mortality. She is responsible for guiding the strategic 
direction and implementation of the initiative’s programs 
in 30 countries around the world. Before joining Merck for 
Mothers, Dr. Agrawal served as director of research and 
development for the Women and Health Initiative at Harvard 
School of Public Health and obstetric lead on the World 
Health Organization’s Safe Childbirth Checklist Program. 
She has worked and traveled in more than 45 countries to 
improve health for underserved women and their families.  
@priya_agrawal

Eunice Akoth
Sixth-Grade Student at Kibera School for Girls

Born in the slums of Nairobi, Kenya, Eunice Akoth is now a 
12-year-old sixth-grade student at the Kibera School for Girls 
(KSG). Her parents were unable to pay school fees, but at the 
age of 6, Eunice was accepted into the fi rst class of students 
at KSG and quickly established herself as a leader. Today, she 
is a confi dent girl who, despite her circumstances, believes 
she is made for greatness. She dreams of becoming a famous 
and infl uential journalist so she can travel the world and 
report on the circumstances of girls. She is also determined 
to come back to Kibera so that she can help her community. 
She believes it is her duty to change to world. @hope2shine

Pelenise Alofa
National Coordinator, Kiribati Climate Action Network

Hailing from Kiribati’s Banaba Island, Pelenise Alofa (also 
known as Maike Pilitati) is the national coordinator of the 
Kiribati Climate Action Network, or KiriCAN, a network 
of 20 organizations active on climate change. She is the 
in-country coordinator for the European Union/Global 
Climate Change Alliance project at the University of the 
South Pacifi c’s Pacifi c Centre of Sustainable Development, 
which aims to help low-lying countries adapt to climate 
change. Alofa founded the Banaban Elders and Landowners 
Association, based in Suva, and works closely with the 
Kiribati government on climate-change programs. Her 
strengths lie in project development, program facilitation, 
capacity building, and strategic management.

PARTICIPANTS



Holly S. Andersen, MD, FACC
Cardiologist and Director of Education and Outreach, Ronald O. Perelman 
Heart Institute at the New York Presbyterian Hospital - Weill Cornell 
Medical Center

Dr. Holly S. Andersen is an expert in women’s cardiovascular 
health. In addition to her position at the Ronald O. Perelman 
Heart Institute, she is a scientifi c advisor to the Women’s 
Health Alliance. Dr. Andersen graduated from Dartmouth 
College and the University of Rochester Medical School, 
where she was elected to the Alpha Omega Alpha Honor 
Society. She was Chief Medical Resident at the New York 
Presbyterian Hospital - Cornell Medical Center. New York 
magazine has named her one of New York’s Best Doctors, 
and Castle Connolly has selected her as one of America’s 
Best Doctors every year since 2010. She has been an on-air 
consultant to ABC’s World News Tonight, CBS Evening News, 
NBC Nightly News, Today, Good Morning America, the BBC, 
and Fox. @MDoftheheart

Jennifer Ashton, MD
MD, ABC News Senior Medical Contributor, Founder of Hygeia Gynecology

Dr. Jennifer Ashton is a board-certifi ed ob-gyn. She is a 
graduate of Columbia College, Columbia University, and 
received her medical degree from the Columbia University 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, where she was elected 
class president for four consecutive years and won the 
prestigious Bartlestone Award in Pharmacology. Dr. 
Ashton served as administrative chief resident during her 
postgraduate training in women’s health and surgery; upon 
completing her residency, she was named Chief Resident of 
the Year. She is now enrolled in the master’s-degree program 
at the Columbia College of Physicians and Surgeons Institute 
of Human Nutrition. Currently ABC News senior medical 
contributor and cohost of The Doctors, Dr. Ashton has 
won a Columbia DuPont Award for excellence in journalism 
and has authored two books on women’s health. She is a 
triathlete and mother. @DrJAshton
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Bushra Awad
Member, Parents Circle - Families Forum

Bushra Awad, a 48-year-old Palestinian from the West Bank 
village of Beit Ummar, lost her 18-year-old son, Mahmoud, 
during a protest against Israeli soldiers in 2008. He was a 
high-school student. Following the death of her son, she 
knew she had to do something, anything, that would save 
her other children from a similar fate. A friend invited her 
to a meeting with other bereaved, including Israeli mothers. 
It took two years to convince her to meet with the enemy. 
It was there that she met an Israeli mother, Robi Damelin. 
They showed each other pictures of their sons and cried 
for their losses. She has been a part of the Parents Circle 
ever since and an active member of the Women’s Group.

Marquesha Babers
Poet, Get Lit - Words Ignite

Marquesha Babers was homeless for seven years during 
her childhood in the Watts neighborhood of Los Angeles. 
She used poetry as a vehicle for expressing herself during 
diffi  cult times. Marquesha currently shares her poetry 
onstage, imbuing it with emotion and wisdom beyond 
her years. As an ambassador for the groundbreaking 
documentary Girl Rising, Marquesa aims to inspire young 
girls to tell their stories and to believe in the transformative 
power of education. @ladielyrix

Ajay Banga
President and CEO, MasterCard

Ajay Banga is president and CEO of MasterCard and 
a member of its board of directors. Prior to joining 
MasterCard in 2009, Mr. Banga was chief executive offi  cer 
of Citigroup Asia Pacifi c. Mr. Banga began his career at 
Nestlé, India, where for 13 years he worked on assignments 
spanning sales, marketing, and general management. He 
also spent two years at PepsiCo, where he was instrumental 
in launching its fast-food franchises in India. Mr. Banga 
is a member of President Obama’s Advisory Committee 
for Trade Policy and Negotiations. He serves on the US-
India CEO Forum and is chairman of the US-India Business 
Council. He is a member of the boards of the Weill Cornell 
Medical College and the American Red Cross. He received 
a BA in Economics from Delhi University, with honors, 
and is an alumnus of the Indian Institute of Management, 
Ahmedabad. @MasterCardNews

PARTICIPANTS



Emily Bazelon
Staff  Writer, The New York Times Magazine

Emily Bazelon is author of the national best seller Sticks and 
Stones: Defeating the Culture of Bullying and Rediscovering 
the Power of Character and Empathy. Before joining The 
New York Times, she was a writer and editor at Slate, where 
she helped found DoubleX, Slate’s women’s section. Emily 
also teaches at Yale Law School, as the Truman Capote 
Fellow for Creative Writing and Law, and she is a cohost of 
the Slate Political Gabfest, a popular podcast. @emilybazelon

Jill Bernstein
Editorial Director, Fast Company

Jill Bernstein is the editorial director at Fast Company, where 
she oversees content. She was previously executive editor at 
Entertainment Weekly, and got her start at Premiere magazine.

Shobhana Bhartia
Chairperson and Editorial Director, HT Media

Shobhana Bhartia is chairperson and editorial director of HT 
Media, one of India’s largest publicly listed media companies. 
She is also currently serving as the Pro-Chancellor of the 
Birla Institute of Technology and Sciences and as ambassador 
to the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations. A former 
Member of Rajya Sabha, the upper house of the Indian 
Parliament, Shobhana Bhartia also served as a Member of the 
Parliamentary Committees on Energy, Women Empowerment, 
and Human Resource Development. Conferred with numerous 
awards, including the World Economic Forum’s Global Leader 
of Tomorrow (1996) and Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of 
the Year (2005), she was decorated with the Padma Shri, a 
national award from the government of India for outstanding 
contributions in her fi eld, in 2006.
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Beatrice Biira
Community Engagement Coordinator, Heifer Project International

Page McBrier’s New York Times best-selling book, Beatrice’s 
Goat (2004), told of Beatrice Biira’s inspiring journey out 
of poverty in Uganda as a benefi ciary of Heifer Project 
International. She later shared her story on The Oprah 
Winfrey Show, Good Morning America, and 60 Minutes, as 
well as on a national speaking tour. Before joining Heifer 
International in March 2012, Beatrice worked as program 
associate for Millennium Promise and Connect To Learn, 
a global initiative that focused on secondary education 
worldwide, with an emphasis on girls from impoverished 
families. She also interned for then-Senator Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and at the Clinton HIV/AIDS Initiative. Beatrice 
has a master’s in public service from the Clinton School 
of Public Service at the University of Arkansas, and a BA 
in International Development and Social Change from 
Connecticut College. @BiiraBeatrice

Cynthia Breazeal
Founder & Chief Scientist, Jibo, Inc.

Dr. Cynthia Breazeal is an associate professor of media arts 
and sciences at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
where she founded and directs the Personal Robots Group 
at the Media Lab. She is also founder and Chief Scientist of 
Jibo, Inc., where she does pioneering work in social robotics 
and human-robot interaction. She has developed some of 
the world’s most famous robotic creatures, and her recent 
work investigates the impact of using social robots to 
help people of all ages achieve personal goals of physical 
performance, learning, health, and family communication 
and play over distance. She authored the book Designing 
Sociable Robots and is an Overseer at the Museum of 
Science, Boston. @cynthiabreazeal

PARTICIPANTS



Jennifer Bremner
Brand Building Director for Skin Cleansing, Unilever

As the brand building director for skin cleansing at Unilever, 
Jennifer Bremner oversees Dove, Dove Men+Care, Caress, 
Suave, and Lever 2000. She has been at Unilever for 13 
years and has worked with a number of brands across the 
Unilever portfolio. Prior to her current role, Jennifer led 
the groundbreaking global launch that expanded Dove into 
the men’s category as the global brand director for Dove 
Men+Care. Jennifer’s work has won a number of awards for 
advertising, digital, and media creativity, including two Cannes 
Lions and several Effi  es. She has pioneered fi rst-of-its-kind 
partnerships and programming inspiring positive change in 
the lives of women and girls including those with Sundance 
Institute, Twitter, Boys and Girls Clubs of America, and the 
Girl Scouts. Jennifer has an MBA from Cornell University and 
an undergraduate degree from Villanova University. @Dove
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Tina Brown
Founder and CEO, Tina Brown Live Media / Women in the World

Tina Brown is an award-winning journalist, editor, author, and 
currently founder and CEO of Tina Brown Live Media. She 
launched Women in the World in 2009 as part of The Daily 
Beast, the digital news site she founded in 2008. Formerly 
editor-in-chief of Tatler, Vanity Fair, The New Yorker, Talk, and 
Newsweek, she was named a Commander of the Order of 
the British Empire for her services to journalism by Queen 
Elizabeth in 2000. She also authored the best-selling 2007 
biography of the Princess of Wales, The Diana Chronicles. 
She is married to editor, publisher, and historian Sir Harold 
Evans and lives in New York City. @TinaBrownLM

Mika Brzezinski
Cohost, MSNBC’s Morning Joe and New York Times Best-Selling Author

Mika Brzezinski is cohost of MSNBC’s Morning Joe and 
the author of three best-selling books. Her second book, 
Knowing Your Value, which examines the role of women 
in the workplace, reached #1 on The New York Times Best 
Seller list for business books in spring 2011. Her most recent 
book, Obsessed: America’s Food Addiction and My Own, 
debuted on the Best Seller list in spring 2013. Prior to joining 
MSNBC in 2007, Brzezinski was an anchor of the CBS Evening 
News Weekend Edition and a CBS News correspondent 
who frequently contributed to CBS Sunday Morning and 60 
Minutes. She reported live from lower Manhattan for CBS 
News during the September 11, 2001, attacks. @morningmika
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Rima Bugaighis
Trainee Lawyer

Rima Bugaighis is currently a trainee lawyer in an 
international law fi rm in the UK. She has a background in 
international relations and international law and arbitration, 
which she studied at the Graduate Institute of International 
and Development Studies in Geneva and Georgetown 
University, respectively. She has traveled to Libya quite 
frequently to visit with family there, and spent a year splitting 
her time between Benghazi and Tripoli in 2011–2012, working 
on a number of Libyan and internationally-led civil-society 
initiatives, lobbying for women’s rights in the political and 
public spheres, advocating for transitional justice, and 
freelancing for an English-speaking Libyan media platform. 
She continues to closely follow the situation in Libya.

Juju Chang
Co-Anchor, ABC News’ Nightline

An Emmy award winning journalist at ABC News,  Juju Chang 
covers news and in-depth stories on the a wide range of 
subjects from gender equality to the criminal justice system; 
from pain killer addiction to the CA drought…all with an eye 
towards powerful storytelling. @jujuchangabc

Annie E. Clark
Cofounder, End Rape On Campus

Annie E. Clark is a cofounder of End Rape On Campus, and 
a lead complainant in the Title IX and Clery complaints 
against the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
where she graduated Phi Beta Kappa with a BA in Political 
Science. She has a graduate certifi cate in business, and is 
a former administrator at the University of Oregon. She is 
a contributing writer to the Huffi  ngton Post, MSNBC, and 
The Chronicle Vitae. She consulted on and is featured in the 
documentary The Hunting Ground, currently in theaters. 
After working with Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, she, along with 
EROC cofounder Andrea Pino, helped write the Campus 
Safety and Accountability Act. In 2013, Annie was listed 
alongside President Obama as one of the most infl uential 
forces in higher education. @aelizabethclark
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Patricia Cochran
Executive Director, Alaska Native Science Commission

Patricia Cochran was born and raised in Nome, Alaska. Ms. 
Cochran serves as executive director of the Alaska Native 
Science Commission, an organization that brings together 
research and science in partnership with Alaska Native 
communities. Ms. Cochran chaired the 2009 Indigenous 
Peoples’ Global Summit on Climate Change and is cochair 
of the Indigenous Peoples’ Global Network on Climate 
Change. She is past chair of the Inuit Circumpolar Council, 
an international organization representing 160,000 Inuit of 
Alaska, Canada, Russia, and Greenland; former chair of the 
Indigenous Peoples’ Secretariat to the eight-nation Arctic 
Council; and former Arctic Representative to the United 
Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.

Katie Couric
Yahoo Global News Anchor

Katie Couric is the global anchor of Yahoo News, the #1 
online news source in the world. She is an award-winning 
journalist and TV personality, well-known cancer advocate, 
documentary fi lm producer, and New York Times 
best-selling author of The Best Advice I Ever Got: Lessons 
From Extraordinary Lives. Couric is an executive producer 
and narrator of Fed Up, a documentary about the alarming 
spread of childhood obesity, which was released in spring 
2014. Couric is a co-founder of Stand Up To Cancer (SU2C), 
which has raised $280 million to fund scientifi c dream 
teams that tackle myriad cancers in collaborative and 
innovative ways. @katiecouric

Delan Dakheel Saeed
Resident Doctor at Rezgary Teaching Hospital, Erbil

Delan Dakheel Saeed is a 25-year-old doctor born and raised 
in Erbil, the capital of the Kurdistan region. The youngest 
of nine siblings, she has worked in a public hospital in Erbil 
for the past 18 months, and in a private hospital for the past 
six months. She donates her income to help her people in 
refugee camps and survivors of ISIS attacks. She volunteers 
for a charity called Dilvia, and she regularly visits the refugee 
camps, meeting with women and girls. Among her siblings, 
six are doctors, one has a PhD in human rights, and one is 
Iraqi Parliament member Vian Dakheel Saeed.
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Vian Dakheel Saeed
Yazidi Representative, Iraqi Parliament, and Head of Service Committee

Vian Dakheel Saeed, 43, is a member of the Iraqi parliament, 
fi rst elected in 2010. She is devoted to helping her people, the 
Yazidi refugees raped and abducted in recent ISIS attacks. 
Born in Mosul, she has lived her life between Sinjar in northern 
Iraq and Erbil, the capital of the Kurdistan region. She has 
degrees in biology and immunology, and gives lectures to 
students of science and pharmacy, but most of her time at the 
moment is dedicated to helping the Yazidi people.

Robi Damelin
Israeli Member and Spokesperson, Parents Circle - Families Forum

Robi Damelin’s son David was killed by a Palestinian 
sniper while he was guarding a checkpoint near an Israeli 
settlement during his army reserve service. Robi is the 
Israeli spokesperson and an active member of the Parents 
Circle, a group of 600 Israeli and Palestinian families who 
have lost close family members and who work together 
for reconciliation and a just resolution to the confl ict. 
She speaks with a Palestinian partner in communities and 
schools throughout Israel the Palestinian Territories, as well 
as internationally.  She is the protagonist featured in the 
documentary One Day after Peace.  @RobiDamelin

Abigail E. Disney
Filmmaker, Philanthropist, Activist

Abigail Disney is a fi lmmaker and philanthropist. Her longtime 
passion for women’s issues and peacebuilding culminated in 
her fi rst fi lm, Pray the Devil Back to Hell. Abigail created the 
groundbreaking PBS miniseries Women, War & Peace, the 
most comprehensive global media initiative ever mounted 
on the role of women in peace and confl ict. She has played a 
role in many fi lm projects and is currently at work on a fi lm 
highlighting the key role of women in the Arab Awakening, as 
well as taking her fi rst stab at directing on a feature-length 
documentary about the gun culture in America. She founded 
the Daphne Foundation and Peace is Loud, and co-founded, 
along with 2011 Nobel Peace Prize winner Leymah Gbowee, the 
Gbowee Peace Foundation USA. @abigaildisney
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Barkha Dutt
Consulting Editor, NDTV

Barkha Dutt is consulting editor with NDTV, India’s premier 
news network. She is one of India’s best-known journalists 
and the youngest to receive the Padma Shri, one of India’s 
highest State honors. In her 20-year career, she has covered 
several confl ict zones, including Kashmir, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Iraq, Egypt, and Libya. She has won over 40 
awards, including World Economic Forum’s Global Leader 
of Tomorrow and AIB’s International TV Personality of the 
Year. She hosts India’s longest-running talk show, We The 
People, and a daily primetime show, The Buck Stops Here. 
She has just turned entrepreneur, with her own multimedia 
content company. @bdutt

Ava DuVernay
Film Director and Founder of AFFRM

Ava DuVernay is the fi rst African-American woman 
nominated for Golden Globe and Critics Choice Awards for 
Best Director for Selma, in addition to Independent Spirit 
and NAACP Image Award nominations. She won the Best 
Director prize at the Sundance Film Festival in 2012 for her 
acclaimed feature Middle of Nowhere. Her previous narrative 
and documentary work includes I Will Follow, Venus Vs., 
My Mic Sounds Nice, and This is The Life. Prior to her directorial 
career, DuVernay worked as a fi lm marketer and publicist for 
more than 14 years. @AVAETC
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Betty Easley
Military Veteran Spouse and Caregiver

Betty Easley, a Philadelphia native, is wife and caregiver to 
United States Army veteran Greg Easley. They parent six 
children, including two sets of twins. As a spokesperson 
advocating for military/veteran caregivers, Betty works 
to build awareness and improve services for families 
living with the invisible wounds of war. She has met with 
members of Congress to discuss policy and, as a Dole 
Foundation Fellow, also visited the White House for a 
Joining Forces event. A woman of faith who is committed 
to helping military families move forward, Betty recently 
completed a degree in psychology. @bemommyof6
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Aton Edwards
Executive Director, International Preparedness Network

Aton Edwards is an expert in disaster preparedness and 
response, self-reliance, and sustainable living, as well as an 
environmentalist and author. He is a popular television and 
radio personality and a frequent guest, host, and contributor to 
major publications and news programs including The Discovery 
Channel, National Geographic, MSNBC, The New York Times, 
Fox News, The New Yorker, CNN, and many others. For more 
than two decades, he has helped to educate and train the general 
public and professionals about mitigating against, responding to, 
and recovering from the full spectrum of natural, technological, 
environmental, civil, and cyberdisasters, along with protecting 
the earth’s environment for future generations. He counts R. 
Buckminster Fuller, Benjamin Banneker, Harriet Tubman, his 
late mother, Doris Edwards, and his grandfather, John Campbell, 
as his inspirations, and his son Amen and fi ancee Kendell Cobb 
as his motivations to help make a better world. @IPN

Yassin Ekdahl
National Coordinator, Foreign Fighters Family Hotline, Sweden

Yassin Ekdahl is a Swedish psychologist who specializes 
in counterterrorism and the rehabilitation and treatment 
of refugees with post-traumatic stress disorder. A 
former unaccompanied refugee himself, he has several 
years of clinical experience, working with refugees and 
unaccompanied refugee children who have experienced 
trauma and torture. His current research focuses on Somali 
youth, how they fi t into the Swedish family structure, and 
how legislative eff orts might enhance their psychological 
well-being. Most recently, he has been engaged by the 
Swedish government to establish a national hotline to detect 
and confront the radicalization of Swedish youth.

Renee Engeln
Professor, Northwestern University

Renee Engeln is a psychologist and body-image researcher 
at Northwestern University whose work focuses on helping 
women move away from the mirror in order to have a 
bigger impact on the world. Dr. Engeln primarily studies 
issues surrounding women’s body images, with a particular 
emphasis on cultural practices that create the frequently 
contentious relationship women have with their bodies. An 
award-winning teacher and speaker, she has presented her 
research on fat talk, objectifi cation, and media images of 
women to a variety of academic and professional groups 
around the US.
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Dr. Obiageli Ezekwesili 
Cofounder, Bring Back Our Girls

Dr. Obiageli Ezekwesili, or Oby, is a senior economic 
advisor at Open Society Foundations, a group founded 
by philanthropist George Soros. She jointly serves as the 
group’s senior economic advisor for the Africa Economic 
Development Policy Initiative. From 2002 to 2007, she 
worked for the federal government of Nigeria as Minister 
of Education, Minister of Solid Minerals, head of the Budget 
Monitoring and Price Intelligence Unit, and chairperson of 
the Nigeria Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative. 
Before that, she worked with the Center for International 
Development at Harvard University as director of the 
Harvard–Nigeria Economic Strategy program in Boston 
and Abuja, working with Professor Jeff rey Sachs. She 
holds degrees in international law and diplomacy from the 
University of Lagos and in public policy and administration 
from the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard 
University. She is a founding director of anticorruption group 
Transparency International. @obyezeks

Angélica Fuentes
CEO, Omnilife; Founder, Angelíssima

Recognized as one of Mexico’s fi ve most infl uential women 
by Forbes magazine, Angélica Fuentes is CEO and managing 
shareholder of the global nutritional supplement company 
Omnilife. She also founded and leads Angelíssima, a cosmetics 
company that off ers women an entrepreneurial path to 
fi nancial independence. A dedicated philanthropist and 
trailblazer on women’s issues, she serves as a global advocate 
for the United Nations Foundation’s Girl Up campaign. 
She cochairs the World Economic Forum’s Mexico Gender 
Parity Task Force and serves on the International Council on 
Women’s Business Leadership. In 2014, she started the fi rst 
foundation in the world dedicated solely to empowering Latin 
American women and girls. The Angélica Fuentes Foundation 
focuses on advancing women’s empowerment and gender 
equality through direct social investment, major partnerships, 
and public policy change. @angelicafuentes
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Sanchaita Gajapati Raju
Managing Trustee and Founder, SANA

Sanchaita Gajapati Raju is a lawyer who graduated with 
political-science honors and chose to work full time in the 
nonprofi t world. In 2011, she set up SANA, or Social Awareness 
Newer Alternatives, a nongovernmental organization that 
uses technology as an enabler to deliver clean drinking 
water and sanitation to marginalized people, with a focus on 
women and children. SANA’s integrated sustainable model 
of solar-powered water-treatment stations and community 
bio toilets became one of the winners of the Google Global 
Impact Challenge in 2013 and received a grant of a half-million 
US dollars. Sanchaita used the funds to implement her vision 
in ten villages of Visakhapatnam in South India. The district 
administration is now partnering with her on a matching-
grant basis to roll out this unique model in more villages and 
schools in the region. @sanagajapati

Dr. Julie L. Gerberding
Executive Vice President, Population Health, Merck

Dr. Julie L. Gerberding is the executive vice president for 
Population Health at Merck. In addition to leading the 
company’s strategies and partnerships to improve population 
health, she is responsible for Merck’s global public policy, 
communications, and corporate social responsibility eff orts, 
as well as the Merck for Mothers program and the Merck 
Foundation. In 2010, she joined the company as president of 
Merck Vaccines.
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Tavi Gevinson
Writer/Actress/Editor

Tavi Gevinson is an actress, writer, and editor-in-chief of Rookie, 
a website for teenage girls that she founded in 2011. She most 
recently starred in Kenneth Lonergan’s This Is Our Youth 
on Broadway alongside Michael Cera and Kieran Culkin. She 
appeared in the 2013 fi lm Enough Said, written and directed 
by Nicole Holofcener, and guest-starred on the NBC television 
series Parenthood in 2014. She has spoken at TEDxTeen, the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Sydney Opera House, the 
New Yorker Festival, the Commonwealth Club of California, 
the University of Wisconsin’s Distinguished Lecture Series, 
the Brooklyn Museum, and the Melbourne Writers Festival. 
The fourth print edition of Rookie, Rookie Yearbook Four, will 
be published by Penguin Random House this fall. @tavitulle



# WITW

Kirsten Gillibrand
United States Senator (D-NY)

Kirsten Gillibrand was sworn in in January 2009 to serve the 
remainder of Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s Senate term. 
She was elected to a full term in 2012 by a statewide record 
72 percent of voters. She has made her presence felt: From 
fi ghting to repeal “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” to providing health 
care and compensation for 9/11 fi rst responders, to reforming 
the military justice system and tackling the problem of 
sexual assault on college campuses, she has created unique 
bipartisan coalitions. She is a leading voice for policies 
that will help families reach their full economic potential, 
including paid family leave and aff ordable child care—all while 
continuing her successful Off  the Sidelines project, which 
supports women candidates nationwide. A New York Times 
best-selling author, she was named one of TIME’s 100 Most 
Infl uential People in the World in 2014. @sengillibrand

Bianna Golodryga
News and Finance Anchor, Yahoo

Bianna Golodryga is the anchor for Yahoo News and Finance. 
Prior to joining Yahoo, she co-anchored Good Morning 
America’s weekend edition. She has interviewed President 
Clinton, former Secretaries of State and Treasury, CEOs, 
celebrities, and fi nancial titans including Warren Buff ett. She 
joined ABC News in July 2007, covering the economy and 
business beat before being promoted to weekend anchor of 
Good Morning America. She began her career in 2001 as a 
bureau producer for cable news channel CNBC. In 2004, 
she became a segment producer for The Wall Street Journal
Report with Maria Bartiromo, the nation’s most-watched 
fi nancial news program. She graduated from the University 
of Texas, where she received a bachelor’s degree in 
Russian/East European and Eurasian studies and a minor in 
economics. She is a term member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations and is fl uent in Russian. @BiannaGolodryga

Gabi Gregg
Body Positive Style Blogger, Founder of gabifresh.com

Gabi Gregg is the face and voice behind the hugely popular site 
GabiFresh. Since the site’s launch in 2008, she has become a 
fashion authority in the plus-size space. In 2013, she designed 
her fi rst capsule swimwear collection, on the heels of the 
“Fatkini” two-piece swimsuit craze she ignited the year before. 
Since then, she has appeared on Today, BET, and MTV, has 
been quoted in numerous publications, and has contributed to 
a monthly column in InStyle magazine. @gabifresh
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Dr. Stacie Grossman Bloom
Senior Executive Director for Administration and Policy, and Assistant 
Professor, Department of Neuroscience and Physiology, NYU Langone 
Medical Center

Dr. Stacie Bloom is a senior administrator and a member 
of the neuroscience faculty at NYU Langone Medical 
Center, where she was inaugural executive director of 
the Neuroscience Institute. Previously, she served as vice 
president and scientifi c director of The New York Academy 
of Sciences, working across public and private sectors 
to develop global strategic alliances among academia, 
government, and industry, and she also held editorial 
positions at leading scientifi c journals. She earned a PhD 
from Georgetown University and a postdoctoral fellowship 
under the tutelage of Nobel laureate Paul Greengard. Her 
distinguished career has earned her many awards, including 
a prestigious prize from the Society for Neuroscience for 
outstanding dedication to mentorship of women. Most 
important, she is the mother to three girls. @stacie_bloom

Savannah Guthrie
Co-anchor of Today and NBC News Chief Legal Correspondent  

Since joining Today, Savannah Guthrie has conducted a 
wide range of exclusive newsmaker interviews, including 
President Obama, former US Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton, Facebook founder and CEO Mark Zuckerberg, US 
Ambassador to the UN Samantha Power, and former US 
Representative Gabby Giff ords. She has anchored major 
news events including the Boston Marathon bombing, 
the Charlie Hebdo shooting in Paris, and the 2013 Moore, 
Oklahoma, tornados. She has also interviewed notable 
celebrities including Meryl Streep, Johnny Depp, and Drew 
Barrymore. She anchored from the 2014 Winter Olympics in 
Sochi and the 2012 Summer Olympics in London. As part of 
the team on Today, she received a 2011 Daytime Emmy for 
Outstanding Morning show. @SavannahGuthrie
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Poppy Harlow
CNN Anchor and Correspondent

Based in New York City, Poppy Harlow is the anchor of CNN 
Newsroom Weekend and is also a correspondent for CNN, 
covering breaking news as well as reporting features and 
investigative stories. Previously, she anchored CNNMoney.com 
and was a business correspondent. Harlow covers major 
international business events for the network, and also 
focuses her reporting on women business leaders for CNN 
International’s Leading Women series. Her reporting has won 
numerous industry awards, including a Gracie Award for best 
online investigative feature, and SABEW’s Best in Business 
award for online video. She is a regular speaker at industry 
events, donates her time to help emerging high school and 
collegiate journalists, and works as a mentor through the 
Boys & Girls Club. Born and raised in Minnesota, Harlow 
graduated from Columbia University. @PoppyHarlowCNN.

Kamala D. Harris
California Attorney General

Kamala D. Harris is the 32nd Attorney General of the State 
of California and the fi rst woman, the fi rst African American, 
and the fi rst South Asian to hold the offi  ce in the history of 
California. As chief law enforcement offi  cer for the state of 
California, Attorney General Harris has focused on combating 
transnational gangs, increasing the adoption of technology and 
data-driven policing by law enforcement, and improving public 
safety by reducing recidivism. Following the national mortgage 
crisis, Attorney General Harris secured more than $20 billion for 
struggling California homeowners from the nation’s banks and 
wrote the nation’s most comprehensive package of foreclosure 
reforms. She has also prioritized fi ghting crimes against women 
and children, reducing elementary school truancy, preserving 
the state’s natural resources, and ensuring marriage equality for 
all Californians. @CalAGHarris

PARTICIPANTS



Client: MASTERCARD INTERNATIONAL
Product: GLOBAL GENERAL
Job #: 10344528-1252-F0
Print/Export Time: 4-7-2015 5:47 PM
Print Scale: 100%
User Name: Congo, Joe (NYC-MEW)
Proof #: 3
PM: Sierra Norman
InDesign Version: CS6

Document Name: CNY_M15MC064_243_03.indd
Document Path: ME Production:Volumes:ME Production:MasterCard:Magazine:M15MC064:CNY_M15MC064_243_03.
indd
Font Family: Gotham (Black, Book, Bold; Type 1; OK), Myriad Pro (Light; OpenType; OK)
Ink Name: CMYK
Link Name: USA_4C_63mm_2.5.2.ai (Up to Date; 45.1%), WITW_LOGO_TAG1_CMYK.ai (Up to Date; 26.82%)

AD: Stephanie De Jesus
CW: None
CD: None
AP: None
PP: April Gallo

Sl
ug

 N
am

e:
 CR

AF
T M

ag
Nw

p

Ad #: M15MC064_243
Headline: You are woman...
Visual: Type/Women logo
Space/Color: Page Bleed  4/C
Publication: Women in the World

Bleed: 5.5” x 9.25”
Trim: 5” x 8.75”
Live: 4” x 8”
Gutter: None

S:4”
S:8”

T:5”
T:8.75”

B:5.5”
B:9.25”

Together, 
we can 
turn up the 
volume. 

Tweet the biggest challenge 

you’ve overcome as a woman in 

your industry to @MasterCard  

using #WITW and we’ll retweet 

your triumph to inspire girls 

and women across the country.  

Because women empowering 

women is: priceless.®

®MasterCard, the MasterCard Brand Mark and Priceless are registered trademarks of MasterCard International Incorporated. ©2015 MasterCard.



# WITW

PARTICIPANTS

Noreena Hertz
CEO and Cofounder, Generation K, and Professor, University College London

Noreena Hertz is an economist with an impressive track record 
in predicting global trends. She sits on the board of Warner 
Music Group and advises leading business and political fi gures 
on strategy, decision-making, and economic and geopolitical 
risks. Her thinking was the inspiration for Product (RED). She 
has been named by The Observer as “one of the world’s leading 
thinkers,” by The Guardian as “one of the Top UK Economists,” 
and by Vogue as “one of the world’s most inspiring women.” 
Her best-selling books, The Silent Takeover, IOU: The Debt 
Threat, and Eyes Wide Open, have been published in 22 
countries. She is a regular commentator on television and in 
print in the US and Europe. Her ideas on Generation K and its 
defi ning characteristics were launched at the World Economic 
Forum in Davos this January. @noreenahertz

Jack Hollis
Group Vice President, Marketing, Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc.

Jack Hollis is group vice president of Toyota marketing at 
Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc., responsible for all Toyota 
division market planning, advertising, merchandising, 
sales, incentives, Internet, NASCAR and motorsports, 
and service, parts, and accessory marketing. Previously 
he represented Scion as vice president. He was a Scion 
corporate manager, leading operations including sales, 
distribution, marketing, product development, and 
customer service. He served as corporate sales manager 
of private distributors and sales strategies, responsible 
for business to Toyota’s private distributors, Gulf States 
Toyota, and Southeast Toyota. Beginning his Toyota 
career in 1992, he served as management trainee and held 
national and regional management positions. A graduate 
of Stanford University, he earned his bachelor’s degree in 
economics. He was a member of Stanford’s NCAA National 
Baseball Championship team and the Cincinnati Reds for 
two seasons. @Toyota



Tina Hovsepian
Executive Director and Founder, Cardborigami

Tina Hovsepian, a designer and inventor, graduated from the 
University of Southern California with a bachelor’s degree 
in architecture in 2009. She works on global commercial 
architecture with Callison, an Arcadis Company, in Santa 
Monica, CA. Born and raised in Los Angeles, Tina grew up 
with a consuming interest in humanitarian causes, especially 
the plight of the homeless on downtown’s infamous Skid 
Row. During her time at USC, she had the opportunity to 
synthesize this interest with her architectural studies: In 2007, 
she designed and built a prototype of a temporary shelter 
made of folded cardboard, called Cardborigami. Since then, 
Cardborigami has grown into a nonprofi t with programs 
that empower the local homeless community and help them 
get into permanent housing. Tina believes that with more 
attention to socially responsible design and aggressively 
creative ideas, we can solve society’s most complex problems. 
She is a 2015 Toyota Mother of Invention. @tinahovsepian

Inocente Izucar
Artist and Advocate

Inocente Izucar is an artist and advocate for homeless youth. 
Featured in a 2013 Academy Award–winning documentary, she 
is currently traveling America to speak on behalf of homeless 
youth and the homeless community. @inocente_art

Valerie Jarrett
Senior Advisor to President Obama; Chair of the White House Council on 
Women and Girls

Valerie Jarrett oversees the Offi  ces of Public Engagement and 
Intergovernmental Aff airs and chairs the Council on Women 
and Girls. Prior to joining the administration, she was the 
CEO of the Habitat Company and served as cochair of the 
Obama-Biden presidential transition team, as well as senior 
advisor to President Obama’s presidential campaign. She 
previously served as chairman of the Chicago Transit Board, 
commissioner of planning and development for the city of 
Chicago, and deputy chief of staff  for Mayor Richard M. Daley. 
She practiced law with two private law fi rms, and also served 
as a director of corporate and nonprofi t boards, including 
chairman of the board of the Chicago Stock Exchange, director 
of the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago, and chairman of the 
University of Chicago Medical Center Board of Trustees. @vj44
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Alissa Johannsen Rubin
Paris Bureau Chief, The New York Times

Alissa Johannsen Rubin is an award-winning correspondent 
for The New York Times. Now based in Paris, she spent much 
of the last 14 years covering war zones. Most recently, she was 
bureau chief in Kabul for The New York Times and prior to that, 
in Baghdad; previously, she was the Balkans bureau chief for 
the Los Angeles Times and co-bureau chief in Baghdad. She 
started her journalistic career as a fact checker at The American 
Lawyer magazine and went on to work in Wichita, Kansas, and 
then spent ten years covering Washington for Congressional 
Quarterly and the Los Angeles Times. She has written 
extensively on issues concerning women, including reproductive 
health care, domestic violence, and women’s rights in the 
Muslim world. She is at work on a series of stories on Afghan 
women, “Women’s War,” for The New York Times. @Alissanyt

Ashley Judd
Actress, Activist, Humanitarian

Ashley Judd’s fi lms—indie gems and box-offi  ce blockbusters—
have grossed more than $2 billion worldwide. Working with 
nonprofi t groups, she has traveled to 13 developing countries, 
visiting brothels, slums, orphanages, and hospices, carrying 
stories of the disempowered back to grassroots leaders and 
world leaders alike. A panelist at conferences such as the 
Clinton Global Initiative, she has addressed the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee and the National Press Club, and gave 
a keynote speech to the UN General Assembly. She is author 
of the New York Times best seller All That is Bitter & Sweet. 
She earned a master’s degree in public administration at the 
Harvard Kennedy School and won the Dean’s Scholar Award at 
Harvard Law for her paper “Gender Violence, Law and Social 
Justice.” Her feminist op-eds, such as “The Conversation” and 
“Forget Your Team: It’s Your Online Gender Violence That Can 
Kiss My Ass,” went viral. @AshleyJudd



Aamir Khan
Actor, Director, Producer

Through his successful career in Hindi fi lms, Aamir Khan 
has established himself as one of the most popular and 
infl uential actors in Indian cinema. He is the recipient of 
numerous awards, including four National Film Awards and 
seven Filmfare Awards. He was honored by the government 
of India with the Padma Shri (2003) and the Padma Bhushan 
(2010). In 2001, he started a production company, whose 
fi rst release, Lagaan, was nominated for the Academy Award 
for Best Foreign Language Film and earned him a National 
Film Award (Best Popular Film) and two more Filmfare 
Awards (Best Actor and Best Film). Khan is a humanitarian 
who has participated in and spoken out for various social 
causes, some of which have sparked political controversy. 
He created and hosts the television talk show Sayamev 
Jayate, which tackles sensitive social issues in India. It draws 
500 million viewers a week. 

Meredith Kopit Levien
Executive Vice President, Advertising, The New York Times

Levien joined The New York Times as the head of advertising 
in July 2013. Prior to joining the Times, Levien spent more than 
fi ve years at Forbes Media, where she served as chief revenue 
offi  cer, Forbes magazine publisher, and ForbesLife publisher. 
Before Forbes, she worked in a variety of roles at Atlantic 
Media Company, including associate publisher of The Atlantic. 
She began her career at The Advisory Board Company in 
Washington, DC. A graduate of the University of Virginia, she 
has been an active board member of the Online Publishers 
Association and Developmental Connections, an organization 
helping families with special-needs children. She lives in New 
York City with her husband and son. @meredith_levien
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Jon Krakauer
Author of Missoula: Rape and the Justice System in a College Town

Jon Krakauer is the best-selling author of Eiger Dreams, Into 
the Wild, Into Thin Air, Under the Banner of Heaven, Where 
Men Win Glory, and Three Cups of Deceit.
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Sunitha Krishnan
Founder, Prajwala

Sunitha Krishnan, a human-rights activist and fi lm producer, 
is internationally known for her fi ght against sex crimes and 
sex traffi  cking of women and children. As the founder of 
Prajwala, a pioneering antitraffi  cking organization, she has 
been instrumental in rescuing thousands of victims from 
sexual slavery and restoring hope and dignity to their lives. A 
survivor of sexual assault herself, she has committed her life 
to being a full-time volunteer at Prajwala and spearheading 
the movement to end sex traffi  cking in India. To date, 
through Prajwala’s education programs, more than 7,000 
children of women in prostitution have been prevented from 
being inducted into the fl esh trade, and more than 12,000 
women and children have been rescued from sexual slavery, 
rehabilitated, and successfully reintegrated into society. 
Thanks to her advocacy, millions of people around the world 
have been sensitized to this issue and inspired to take action 
against it. @sunitha_krishnan

Donna Langley
Chairman, Universal Pictures

Donna Langley became chairman of Universal Pictures in 
September 2013. She oversees worldwide operations for 
Universal Pictures, one of the six major motion-picture 
studios, with operating profi ts of $6 billion. In 2014, under 
her leadership as chairman, Universal had its most profi table 
year in the company’s 103-year history. During her 14-year 
tenure with Universal, she has been a driving force behind 
some of the studio’s biggest and most profi table fi lms, 
including Fifty Shades of Grey, Unbroken, Neighbors, Les 
Misérables, Pitch Perfect, Ted, Bridesmaids, Mamma Mia!, 
and the Fast & Furious and Bourne series. She is a global 
ambassador for Vital Voices Global Partnership. She serves 
on the advisory board of Chrysalis and was a founder of 
the The Hollywood Reporter ’s Women in Film Mentorship 
program. A fi lm industry veteran, she began her career at 
New Line Cinema, before joining Universal in 2001.
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Sheila Lirio Marcelo
Founder, Chairwoman, and CEO, Care.com

Sheila Lirio Marcelo founded Care.com in 2006, motivated by 
her own challenges when seeking care for her children and 
ailing parents. Today, the public company is the largest online 
care destination in the world, with 13.3 million members in 
16 countries. A frequent speaker on women in technology 
and leadership, she has spoken alongside President Obama 
at the White House Summit on Working Families, and with 
global leaders at the World Economic Forum in Davos. For 
her work at Care.com, she has been named as one of the 
Top 10 Women Entrepreneurs by Fortune. She has received 
a Harvard Business School Alumni Achievement Award and 
a Filipino Heritage Award from President Benigno Aquino III 
of the Philippines. Previously, she worked at Upromise.com, 
TheLadders.com, and Matrix Partners. She graduated from 
Mount Holyoke and received her JD/MBA from Harvard.

Federica Marchionni
CEO, Lands’ End

Federica Marchionni is widely recognized as a multitalented, 
visionary business leader with the skills to successfully navigate 
a highly competitive and evolving global environment. As CEO 
of Lands’ End, she is at the helm of a diverse and dedicated team 
of people representing catalog, retail, and online operations 
in the US, Europe, and Japan. She started her career in the 
fast-growing industry of technology, working for industry 
leaders such as Samsung, Philips, and Ericsson. Before moving 
to the US, she was chief of the brand at Ferrari; she also 
served as president of Dolce & Gabbana USA Inc., where she 
greatly contributed to the company’s worldwide success. She 
graduated from La Sapienza University in Rome with a master’s 
degree in business administration, studied in France and the UK, 
and speaks four languages. She has always been a supporter 
of philanthropic and charitable organizations. @LandsEnd

Helen Mirren
Actress

Helen Mirren is one of the best-known and most respected 
actresses in the world, with an international career that spans 
stage, screen, and television. She has won many awards for her 
performances, most notably the Academy Award in 2007 for her 
role in The Queen. In television, she is known for her role as DCI 
Jane Tennison in Prime Suspect, her Emmy-winning performance 
as Elizabeth I, and most recently her role in Phil Spector, for 
which she won Best Actress at the 2014 SAG Awards. Her recent 
fi lm projects include the acclaimed Woman In Gold and The 
Hundred-Foot Journey. She was honored with the prestigious 
BAFTA Fellowship for fi lm in 2014. She reprised her role as Queen 
Elizabeth II on the London stage in The Audience, to warm 
reviews, and won the Olivier Award. She is currently performing 
The Audience at the Gerald Schoenfeld Theatre on Broadway.

TR
EV

O
R 

LE
IG

H
TO

N

PARTICIPANTS



Janet Mock
Writer and TV Host, MSNBC

Janet Mock is the author of Redefi ning Realness, a New York 
Times best seller, and the host of MSNBC’s So POPular!, a 
weekly series about popular-culture politics, identity, and 
representation. Her writing has appeared in Elle, Marie 
Claire, BlackBook, and People. Off  the page, Janet serves 
on the board of the Arcus Foundation, championing LGBT 
rights globally and advocating for trans women. She’s been 
recognized by Planned Parenthood, GLSEN, and Time, which 
dubbed her one of the 30 Most Infl uential People on the 
Internet. She lives in New York City. @janetmock

Saida Munya
Mother Activist, Sweden

Born in Somalia, Saida Munye immigrated in 1989 to Sweden, 
where her three children were born. Last year, her teenage 
daughter fl ed their home for Syria in order to join ISIS. Saida 
works as a translator, and recently became a mother activist 
with Sisters Against Violent Extremism.

Alyse Nelson
President and CEO of Vital Voices

A cofounder of Vital Voices, Alyse Nelson has worked for 
the organization for 18 years, serving as vice president and 
senior director of programs before assuming her current 
role in 2009. Under her leadership, Vital Voices has expanded 
its reach to serve more than 14,000 women leaders in 144 
countries. Previously she served as deputy director of State 
Department’s Vital Voices Global Democracy Initiative and 
worked with the President’s Interagency Council on Women 
at the White House. She is a member of the Council on 
Foreign Relations and of the expert group for The B Team, 
and she serves on the advisory board of Chime for Change. 
Fortune magazine named her one of the 55 most infl uential 
women on Twitter. She is the author of the best-selling book 
Vital Voices: The Power of Women Leading Change Around 
the World. @AlyseNelson
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Thandie Newton
Actress and Activist

Thandie Newton is an English actress who has starred in many 
fi lms, including Beloved, The Pursuit of Happyness, Mission: 
Impossible II, RocknRolla, 2012, and Crash, for which she 
received a number of awards, including a BAFTA Award for 
Best Actress in a Supporting Role. She was most recently seen 
in NBC’s The Slap and will begin shooting Westworld for HBO 
this summer. She is actively involved in the V-Day foundation. 
In 2011, she attended the opening of the City of Joy in Bukavu, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. The initiative houses and 
supports women survivors of sexual violence and provides 
them with opportunities to develop their leadership skills 
through innovative programming. She also spoke at the 
TED Global Conference in 2011 on the topic of “Embracing 
Otherness.” Her website is thandiekay.com. @ThandieNewton

Vanessa Noel
CEO and Designer of Luxury Women’s Shoes; Hotelier

For 28 years, Vanessa Noel has been designing luxury shoes 
for fashionable women. She travels the world sourcing 
rare and unique materials, working closely with her Italian 
tanneries and manufacturers, and she still designs every 
collection herself. Vanessa attended Cornell University 
and received a degree from the school of Fine Arts and 
Architecture. In 1987, she simultaneously launched her 
eponymous fashion label and boutique on Madison Avenue; 
in 1990, she became a member of the CFDA, the Council 
of Fashion Designers of America. In 2002, Vanessa became 
the fi rst and only American designer to own her own hotel, 
the Vanessa Noel Hotel (VNH)—the fi rst boutique hotel on 
Nantucket Island. In 2005, Vanessa opened her second hotel, 
Nantucket’s fi rst and only environmentally conscious boutique 
hotel, The Vanessa Noel Hotel Green. @vanessa_noel
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Sister Rosemary Nyirumbe
Director - St. Monica’s Girls Tailoring Centre, Uganda

For the last 30 years, Sister Rosemary of the Sisters of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus (based in Juba, South Sudan) has 
answered the call to serve the least among us, from the 
epicenter of a bloody and violent civil war that decimated 
northern Uganda and South Sudan. Armed with only a 
sewing machine, Sister Rosemary openly defi ed Joseph 
Kony and the rebel soldiers and commanders of the Lord’s 
Resistance Army in their 20-year reign of terror. Since 2002, 
Sister Rosemary has enrolled more than 2,000 girls who had 
been previously abducted by the LRA or abandoned by their 
families. On the Saint Monica campus in Gulu, Uganda, they 
learn to become self-reliant and change agents for peace and 
prosperity. Sister Rosemary is recipient of a 2015 Woman of 
Impact Award from Vital Voices. @Rosemary_Nyirumbe
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Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy
CEO, SOC Films

Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy is an Academy- and Emmy-Award–
winning documentary fi lmmaker. She spearheads SOC 
Films, a documentary house specializing in investigative 
and socially motivated content. Sharmeen is currently 
directing two feature fi lms, including Peacekeepers, a 
fi lm about Bangladeshi policewomen who are serving as 
UN peacekeeping forces in Haiti, and Sounds of Sachal, 
a documentary based on a jazz ensemble in Lahore. She 
is also the CEO of Waadi Animations, a company set up 
to produce animated feature and short fi lms. Its fi rst 
project is 3 Bahadur, Pakistan’s fi rst animated feature fi lm, 
which will be released nationwide this summer. In 2012, 
Time magazine included Sharmeen in its annual list of 
the 100 Most Infl uential People in the World. In 2014, the 
Asia Society in New York honored her with an Asia Game 
Changer Award. @sharmeenochinoy

Kennedy Odede
CEO & Founder, Shining Hope for Communities

Kennedy is one of Africa’s best-known community 
organizers and social entrepreneurs. He was raised in 
Kibera (a district of Nairobi, Kenya), the largest urban slum 
in Africa, where he experienced the devastating realities of 
life in extreme poverty. Still, he dreamed about changing his 
community. While working at a factory in 2004, Kennedy 
saved 20 cents, purchased a soccer ball, and started the 
Shining Hope for Communities (SHOFCO) movement. 
Driven by the innovation and entrepreneurial spirits of the 
people of Kibera, SHOFCO became the largest grassroots 
organization in the slum. Although he was entirely 
informally educated, Kennedy received a full scholarship 
to Wesleyan University, becoming one of Kibera’s fi rst 
to receive an education from an American liberal arts 
institution. He graduated in 2012 as the commencement 
speaker and with honors in sociology. He splits his time 
between Nairobi and New York City. @kennedyodede



Norah O’Donnell
Cohost, CBS This Morning

Norah O’Donnell is the cohost of CBS This Morning. She also 
contributes to 60 Minutes, serves as the principal substitute 
anchor for Face the Nation, and fi lls in as anchor for the CBS 
Evening News. Previously, she served as CBS News chief 
White House correspondent. Since joining CBS This Morning 
in July 2012, O’Donnell has traveled the globe covering major 
stories, including the election of Pope Francis in Vatican City 
and the Boston Marathon bombing. She has interviewed 
some of the world’s most notable fi gures, including Malala 
Yousafzai, the Dalai Lama, and President Obama. Prior to 
joining CBS News, O’Donnell worked for more than a decade 
at NBC News, where she covered the Pentagon, Congress, 
and the White House. She is a graduate of Georgetown 
University. She and her husband, Geoff  Tracy, a restaurateur 
in Washington, DC, have three children. @norahodonnell

Alexis Okeowo
Writer, The New York Times Magazine and The New Yorker

Alexis Okeowo is a regular contributor to The New York 
Times Magazine and The New Yorker. She is working on 
a nonfi ction book about ordinary people standing up to 
extremism in Africa. She was a fi nalist for the 2014 Kurt 
Schork Award in International Journalism and has won 
fellowships and grants from the Alicia Patterson Foundation, 
the International Reporting Project, and the Pulitzer 
Center for Crisis Reporting. She has also been published 
in Bloomberg Businessweek, the Financial Times weekend 
magazine, and Time, among other publications, from Mexico, 
Cuba, and almost a dozen countries in Africa. @alexis_ok

Achiamah Osei-Tutu, MD FAAD
Owner, Osei-Tutu Dermatology

Dr. Achiamah Osei-Tutu is a board-certifi ed dermatologist 
specializing in hair restoration and aesthetic, medical, 
and surgical skin care. After graduating from Binghamton 
University with a degree in biology, Dr. Osei-Tutu received 
her medical degree from Stony Brook University School of 
Medicine. During medical school, she was chosen as a Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute/ National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
Research Scholar. She completed her medicine internship at 
Mount Sinai Hospital and dermatology residency at the SUNY 
Health Sciences Center-Brooklyn, where she was selected 
chief resident in her fi nal year. Well versed in all aspects of 
dermatology, Dr. Osei-Tutu has had additional training in hair-
loss disorders and hair restoration; she has also done research 
in teledermatology and continues to do remote consultations. 
She is an associate clinical professor at Mount Sinai-St. Luke’s 
Roosevelt Hospital and has authored/coauthored a number 
of academic publications. @oseitutuderm



# WITW

PARTICIPANTS

Yeonmi Park
North Korean Human Rights Activist

Yeonmi Park is a North Korean defector and expert on 
how outside media is transforming the so-called “Hermit 
Kingdom.” She was born in North Korea to a family of civil 
servants, and grew up in a society where propaganda, 
executions, and starvation were part of the landscape of life. 
Yeonmi was raised in relative privilege, but when she was 
nine her father was sent to prison for smuggling goods to 
China. Life became unbearable, and at age 13 she escaped to 
China. She and her mother eventually made it to South Korea 
in 2009. Since then, Yeonmi has become a university student 
and human rights activist. She’s been named one of the Top 
100 Global Women by the BBC and profi led in numerous 
media outlets. She is currently writing a book about her 
journey to freedom. @YeonmiParkNK

Sandra Phillips
General Counsel and Chief Legal Offi  cer, Toyota Motor North America

Sandra Phillips oversees Toyota Legal One, the legal services 
function for Toyota’s North America operations, and is 
responsible for business operations support, litigation, 
intellectual property, regulatory law, and legal operations. 
Ms. Phillips is the fi rst African-American woman named to 
this position. Prior to joining Toyota in June 2012, Ms. Phillips 
was partner at Morgan, Lewis & Bockius. She was also senior 
vice president and associate general counsel at Pfi zer Inc. 
and managing partner of Shook, Hardy & Bacon. Ms. Phillips 
is a founding member of the University of Texas Center for 
Women in Law. In 2008, she received the Defense Research 
Institute Diversity Pioneer Award, and in March 2013 was 
honored by Alston & Bird as a Woman of Distinction. Ms. 
Phillips earned a bachelor’s degree in journalism and a law 
degree from the University of Texas at Austin. @Toyota

Freida Pinto
Actress and Activist

Freida Pinto became an international fi lm star and household 
name for her debut fi lm role as Latika in Slumdog Millionaire. 
She was nominated for Best Supporting Actress in a Motion 
Picture at the 2009 BAFTA Awards; the movie itself won eight 
Academy Awards, including Best Picture. She can next be seen 
in Desert Dancer, due to be released this month. Previously, 
Pinto has appeared in Miral, Rise of the Planet of the Apes, 
Black Gold, Immortals, Trishna, and You Will Meet a Tall Dark 
Stranger. In 2013, Pinto participated in the documentary Girl 
Rising, and she continues to support the rights of young 
women through the organization The Girl Eff ect. Pinto 
currently splits her time between Mumbai and London and is a 
spokesperson for L’Oreal Paris. @becauseimfreida



Lydia Polgreen
Deputy International Editor, The New York Times

Lydia Polgreen is deputy international editor at 
The New York Times. Prior to that appointment, she 
spent a decade as a foreign correspondent in Africa and 
Asia, winning numerous major awards for her coverage 
of conflicts such as Darfur and the civil war in Congo. In 
2007, she was selected as a Young Global Leader by the 
World Economic Forum. @lpolgreen

Jessica Posner Odede
Cofounder, Shining Hope for Communities

Jessica is the chief operating offi  cer and cofounder of 
Shining Hope for Communities, which will this year serve 
over 76,000 benefi ciaries in Kenya’s urban slums by linking 
free schools for girls to holistic community services, 
ennabling large-scale social change. Jessica is a nationally 
recognized social entrepreneur and activist who graduated 
Phi Beta Kappa with honors from Wesleyan University, 
and is the youngest alumna to receive the institution’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award. She won the 2010 Do 
Something Award, was named “America’s top-world changer 
25 and under” on VH1, and received the prestigious Echoing 
Green Fellowship. Jess speaks Swahili, and is the fi rst known 
outsider to live for an extended period of time in Kibera. She 
is currently writing a book with her partner and husband, 
Kennedy Odede, called Find Me Unafraid, to be published by 
Ecco (HarperCollins) in September. @JessRPosner

Samantha Power 
US Permanent Representative to the United Nations

Ambassador Samantha Power is the US Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations and a member of 
President Obama’s cabinet. At the UN, she works to advance 
US interests, promote universal values, and address challenges 
to global peace. Previously, she was special assistant to 
the President and senior director for multilateral aff airs 
and human rights on the national security staff  at the 
White House. Before that, she was a professor at Harvard 
University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government. She is 
the founding executive director of the Carr Center for Human 
Rights Policy. She is also the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of 
A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide and 
Chasing the Flame: Sergio Vieira de Mello and the Fight to Save 
the World. She received a BA from Yale University and a JD 
from Harvard Law School. @AmbassadorPower





John Prendergast
Founding Director, The Enough Project

John has worked on war and peace issues in Africa for 
three decades. He worked on the White House staff  under 
President Clinton and also for Human Rights Watch, the 
International Crisis Group, UNICEF, the US Institute of Peace, 
and two members of Congress. He has written ten books on 
Africa, and founded initiatives related to confl ict minerals 
in Congo, sister-school education in Darfur, and chasing the 
assets of war criminals.

Shelby Ramirez Martinez
Advocate 9to5 Colorado Board Member

Shelby Ramirez Martinez is active in 9to5 as well in Family 
Values @ Work, two nonprofi t organizations that campaign 
for paid family leave and ensuring that families have the 
opportunity to care for loved ones. She had the honor 
of lunch with President Obama during a White House 
Summit for Working Families, and was recently honored 
in New York by Family Values @ Work and the Ford 
foundation with a Game Changer of the Year We’re Making 
History award. She attends the University of Denver as a 
communications major. @9to5org

Monica Raye Simpson
Executive Director, SisterSong Women of Color Reproductive Justice 
Collective

Monica Raye Simpson is the executive director of 
SisterSong, the national Women of Color Reproductive 
Justice Collective. Monica has organized extensively against 
human-rights violations, the prison industrial complex, 
racism and intolerance, and the systematic physical and 
emotional violence infl icted upon African-American women 
and the African-American LBGT community in the South. 
She is also a singer and Full Circle Doula and was recently 
named a New Civil Rights Leader by Essence magazine. 
@monicarsimpson
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Deborah Roberts
ABC News Network Correspondent

An award-winning reporter and 20-year veteran of ABC 
News, Deborah Roberts is a highly respected, versatile 
journalist with a broad range of experience and expertise. 
Roberts reports regularly for ABC News’ 20/20 and serves 
as substitute anchor on Good Morning America and World 
News Weekend. Roberts’ coverage at 20/20 has consistently 
produced extraordinary narratives such as an intimate 
profi le of First Lady Michelle Obama and an award-winning 
investigation into abuse within the Amish community. She has 
reported from Africa on the HIV/AIDS crisis and orphans, and 
provided historic coverage of the inauguration of President 
Barack Obama. She has been awarded multiple Emmy 
Awards for her international and national coverage of world 
events, including for her in-depth reporting on an Ethiopian 
American woman’s emotional journey back to her African 
village to discover her long-lost mother. @DebRobertsABC

Mary Robinson
President, Mary Robinson Foundation - Climate Justice

Mary Robinson served as President of Ireland from 1990 to 
1997 and UN High Commissioner for Human Rights from 
1997 to 2002. She is a member of the Elders and the Club of 
Madrid and the recipient of numerous honors and awards, 
including the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President 
Barack Obama. She is also a member of the Lead Group of 
the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement. Between March 
2013 and August 2014, Mary served as the UN Secretary 
General’s Special Envoy for the Great Lakes region of Africa. 
In August 2014, she was appointed the United Nations 
Secretary-General’s Special Envoy on Climate Change. Mary 
was president and founder of Realizing Rights: The Ethical 
Globalization Initiative from 2002 to 2010. She is a board 
member of several organizations, including the Mo Ibrahim 
Foundation and the European Climate Foundation. @mrfcj



The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton
Former US Secretary of State, US Senator, and First Lady

Hillary Rodham Clinton served as the 67th US secretary 
of state from 2009 until 2013, after nearly four decades 
in public service. Her “smart power” approach to foreign 
policy repositioned American diplomacy and development 
for the 21st century. Clinton played a central role in restoring 
America’s standing in the world, reasserting the United States 
as a Pacifi c power, imposing crippling sanctions on Iran 
and North Korea, responding to the Arab Awakening, and 
negotiating a ceasefi re in the Middle East. Earlier, as US fi rst 
lady and senator from New York, she traveled to more than 
80 countries as a champion of human rights, democracy, 
and opportunities for women and girls. Clinton also worked 
to provide healthcare to millions of children, create jobs and 
opportunity, and support fi rst responders who risked their 
lives at Ground Zero. She has just embarked upon her second 
campaign for president. @hillaryclinton

Dr. Judith Rodin
President, The Rockefeller Foundation

Judith Rodin is president of The Rockefeller Foundation, 
one of the world’s leading philanthropic organizations. She 
was previously president of the University of Pennsylvania, 
and provost of Yale University. Since joining the Foundation 
in 2005, Dr. Rodin has recalibrated its focus to meet the 
challenges of the 21st century, and today, the Foundation 
supports and shapes innovations to expand opportunity 
worldwide and build greater resilience by helping people, 
communities, and institutions prepare for, withstand, and 
emerge stronger from acute shocks and chronic stresses. A 
pioneer and innovator throughout her career, Dr. Rodin was 
the fi rst woman named to lead an Ivy League Institution and 
is the fi rst woman to serve as The Rockefeller Foundation’s 
president. A research psychologist by training, she was 
one of the pioneers of the behavioral medicine and health 
psychology movements. @RockefellerFdn
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Sanjit “Bunker” Roy
Founder, Barefoot College

Sanjit “Bunker” Roy established the only fully solar-electrifi ed 
sustainably-built college, built by and for the rural poor, in 
the deserts of Rajasthan, India, 40 years ago. Almost the only 
college in India that practices the work style and lifestyle of 
Mahatma Gandhi, it is a place where the teacher is the learner 
and the learner the teacher. The demystifi ed and decentralized 
Barefoot Approach to technology deployment has now been 
implemented in 72 countries. Roy was named one of the 50 
environmentalists who could save the planet by The Guardian 
in 2008 and as one of the 100 Most Infl uential People in the 
World by Time magazine in 2010. @barefootcollege

Stephanie Ruhle
Anchor and Managing Editor, Bloomberg Television; Editor-at-Large, 
Bloomberg News

Based in New York, Stephanie Ruhle cohosts Bloomberg’s 
Market Makers, airing 10am–12pm ET. She regularly 
interviews industry titans such as Goldman Sachs CEO Lloyd 
Blankfein, Wynn Resorts chairman Steve Wynn, hedge fund 
managers David Tepper and Stanley Druckenmiller, NBA 
star Kobe Bryant, former Vice President Al Gore, and music 
moguls Sean “Diddy” Combs and Kanye West. Prior to 
joining Bloomberg, Ruhle served as a managing director in 
global markets senior relationship management at Deutsche 
Bank. There, she oversaw relationships for some of Deutsche 
Bank’s largest hedge-fund clients. Ruhle began her career 
at Credit Suisse, where she was the highest-producing 
credit-derivatives salesperson in the US. Ruhle earned her 
bachelor’s degree in international business from Lehigh 
University, completing study in Guatemala, Italy, and Kenya. 
@SRuhle

Zainab Salbi
Founder, Women for Women International and Nida’a Productions

Zainab Salbi is an Iraqi-American humanitarian, entrepreneur, 
author, and media commentator who has dedicated herself 
to international women’s rights and freedom. At the age 
of 23, she founded Women for Women International—a 
grassroots organization that serves women survivors of 
wars. In 18 years of Salbi’s leadership, the organization helped 
more than 400,000 in eight confl ict areas and raised more 
than $100 million in aid and loans. Salbi has been recognized 
as one of the world’s most infl uential women by President 
Clinton, Harper’s Bazaar, Newsweek, The Guardian, Fast 
Company, Elle, and Arabian Business. Salbi is the author of 
three books, including the national best seller Between Two 
Worlds: Escape from Tyranny: Growing Up in the Shadow of 
Saddam and If You Knew Me You Would Care. @ZainabSalbi
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Doniece Sandoval
Founder / Executive Director, Lava Mae

Driven by a fi erce belief that everyone has a right to dignity 
and the knowledge that access to showers and sanitation 
are in serious short supply for the homeless, Doniece was 
compelled to start Lava Mae.   She has orchestrated marketing, 
PR, and development for both private and nonprofi t 
organizations including ZERO1: The Art & Technology 
Network, San Jose Museum of Art, Wilson McHenry 
Company, Informix, DoubleClick, Toyrus.com, McGuire & 
Company for Coca Cola, and ACA Joe, among others. Her 
passion is fi nding unique solutions to problems that matter 
to her. Homelessness has been on her radar for quite some 
time, but she was at a loss as to how to truly help—until she 
passed a young woman on the street crying over and over that 
she’d never be clean. Lava Mae is Doniece’s answer. She is a 
2015 Toyota Mother of Invention @lavamae

Jeannine Sargent
President, Innovation and New Ventures, Flextronics

Jeannine Sargent oversees the global innovation and 
technology initiatives at Flextronics, a $26-billion global 
innovative technology and supply-chain company. She 
previously served as the company’s President of Energy. 
She has 25 years of expertise in high-growth emerging 
technology markets: She was the founding chief executive 
offi  cer of Oerlikon Solar, based in Switzerland, and has held 
executive leadership positions at Crosslink Capital Ltd., 
Veeco Instruments, Voyan Technology, Gasonics, Tencor 
Instruments, and Digital Equipment Corporation. Ms. Sargent 
holds a bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering, magna 
cum laude, from Northeastern University. She has completed 
advanced coursework and executive graduate programs at 
the Harvard Business School, Stanford University Graduate 
School of Business, and INSEAD. Ms. Sargent currently 
serves on the board of directors of Northeastern University 
Corporation and its College of Engineering and VUV 
Analytics, and is board advisor at MC10.

Anita Sarkeesian
Executive Director, Feminist Frequency

Anita Sarkeesian is a media critic and the creator of 
Feminist Frequency, a video web series that explores the 
representations of women in pop culture narratives. Her 
work focuses on deconstructing the stereotypes and 
tropes associated with women in popular culture as well as 
highlighting issues surrounding the targeted harassment 
of women in online and gaming spaces.  Anita earned her 
bachelor’s degree in communication studies at California 
State University Northridge and her master’s degree in social 
and political thought at York University. @femfreq 



Dr. Edit Schlaff er 
Executive Director and Founder of Women without Borders/Sisters Against 
Violent Extremism (SAVE)

Dr. Edit Schlaffer is a social scientist, activist, and founder 
of Women without Borders, based in Vienna, Austria. 
Her international efforts focus on empowering women 
as grassroots agents of change. In 2008, she launched 
Sisters Against Violent Extremism (SAVE), the world’s first 
female counterterrorism platform, empowering mothers 
as a first line of defense in their families and communities. 
SAVE has developed and implemented the Mothers 
School Model to sensitize mothers to the threat of violent 
extremism in their families: They are trained to recognize 
and respond to early warning signs of radicalization 
in their adolescent and young adult children. Mothers 
Schools are now running in six countries affected by 
violent extremism, and the model will travel to Europe this 
year. Dr. Schlaffer is recipient of a 2015 Woman of Impact 
Award from Vital Voices. @EditSchlaffer 
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Elif Shafak
Author

Born in France, Elif Shafak is an outspoken Turkish author, 
columnist, public speaker, and academic. She has published 
14 books, nine of which are novels, including The Bastard 
of Istanbul, The Forty Rules of Love, Honour, and The 
Architect’s Apprentice. Her nonfi ction memoir was Black 
Milk. Shafak’s books, which have been translated into more 
than 40 languages, blend Western and Eastern traditions of 
storytelling, bringing out the voices of women, minorities, 
subcultures, immigrants, and global souls. Her works refl ects 
a strong interest in history, philosophy, culture, mysticism, 
intercultural dialogue, and gender equality. Shafak is a TED 
Global speaker, a member of Weforum Global Agenda 
Council on Creative Economy, and a founding member of  
the European Council on Foreign Relations. She was awarded 
the honorary distinction of Chevalier of the Order of Arts 
and Letters in 2010. @Elif_Safak
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Ting Shih
CEO & Founder, ClickMedix

Ting founded ClickMedix, an award-winning healthcare 
technology enterprise born out of MIT Media Lab. Her areas 
of expertise include mobile-health solution design, business 
models, and lean/Six Sigma process improvement. She has 
spent fi ve years implementing ClickMedix mobile-health 
programs across 16 countries in North America, South 
America, Africa, and Asia: The programs equip health workers, 
nurses, pharmacists, and physicians with smartphones to 
capture patient symptoms, images, and other related health 
data, which is then transmitted to remote specialists who 
can provide diagnosis and treatment advice. Ting is a 2015 
Toyota Mother of Invention and a Cartier Women’s Initiative 
Laureate (North America, 2012). She holds an MBA and MS 
in systems engineering from MIT, as well as a BS in computer 
science and MS in software design and management from 
Carnegie Mellon University. @tingatclick

Tima Shomali
Comedian, Writer/ Producer, Filmizion Productions

Tima Shomali was the fi rst female comedian in Jordan to 
have her own YouTube show and has since built a large 
regional following. She stands out for her boldness onscreen 
and her ability to present societal issues in a new light. 
FemaleShow is now the most viewed show in Jordan and 
has been rated as one of the top fi ve web series in the Arab 
world. Tima has a BA in business administration and fi nance 
and an MFA in screenwriting and producing from the Red 
Sea Institute of Cinematic Arts. She was nominated for Best 
Jordanian Actress in the Tyche Awards in 2012. She has now 
branched out into drama and is currently preparing her fi rst 
feature fi lm. @timashomali

Hannah Song
President and CEO of Liberty in North Korea

Hannah Song joined Liberty in North Korea in 2006 as 
deputy director, overseeing day-to-day operations and 
fi eld programs. At the end of 2008, she became president 
and CEO, helping to relaunch the organization with a new 
mission focused on building international support for the 
North Korean people, providing direct assistance to North 
Korean refugees, and developing long-term, people-focused 
strategies to accelerate positive changes inside the country. 
Hannah regularly speaks at international fora and to the 
media on North Korea–related issues. @hannahsong
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Lesley Stahl
Correspondent, 60 Minutes

Lesley Stahl is one of America’s most recognized 
and experienced broadcast journalists. Stahl’s 2013 
Guantanamo Bay story, in which she gained unprecedented 
access to its prison facilities, was honored with an Edward 
R. Murrow Award. Her uplifting feature, “Gospel for Teens,” 
was recognized with two Emmy Awards in 2012. Her 
whistleblower interview with F-22 Raptor pilots provided 
the fi rst public personal accounts of the fi ghter’s oxygen 
system troubles, spurring the Secretary of Defense to take 
action. Stahl’s two 2010 reports from the Middle East, 
“Unfi nished Business” and “City of David,” were honored by 
the Overseas Press Club. Previously, she was the CBS News 
White House correspondent and served as moderator of 
Face the Nation. Her experiences became the subject of her 
book Reporting Live. Lesley and her husband, author Aaron 
Latham, live in New York. They have a daughter, Taylor. 

Jon Stewart
Host and Executive Producer, The Daily Show with Jon Stewart

Jon Stewart is one of America’s top social and comedic fi gures. 
As the host and executive producer of Comedy Central’s Emmy- 
and Peabody-Award–winning program, The Daily Show with 
Jon Stewart, he and the show have won 20 primetime Emmy 
Awards and been nominated 56 times. Stewart is also a New 
York Times best-selling author. He recently directed his fi rst 
feature fi lm, Rosewater. @TheDailyShow
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Meryl Streep
Actress

For more than 40 years, Meryl Streep has portrayed an 
astonishing array of characters in a career that has cut a 
unique path from the theater through fi lm and television. 
Educated as a child in the New Jersey public school system, 
she graduated cum laude from Vassar College and received 
an MFA with honors from Yale University. She began her 
professional life on the New York stage. Within three years of 
graduation, she had made her Broadway debut, won an Emmy, 
and received her fi rst Oscar nomination. In 2014, she earned 
her 19th Academy Award nomination for her role in Into The 
Woods. She will next appear in Suff ragette and in Ricki and 
the Flash. She has pursued her interest in the environment 
through her work with Mothers and Others, a consumer 
advocacy group she cofounded in 1989. She and her husband, 
sculptor Don Gummer, are the parents of four children.
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Barbra Streisand
Cofounder, Women’s Heart Alliance

Barbra Streisand is a distinguished actress, director, 
producer, writer, composer, and recording artist. Ms. 
Streisand is the only artist ever to receive Oscar, Tony, Emmy, 
Grammy, Golden Globe, Cable Ace, American Film Institute’s 
Lifetime Achievement, and Peabody awards. She is also the 
fi rst female fi lm director to receive the Kennedy Center 
Honors. Ms. Streisand supports many humanitarian causes 
through The Streisand Foundation, which has made grants 
to over 700 nonprofi t organizations. Her main focus is The 
Barbra Streisand Women’s Heart Center at Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center, where she helps fund research, treatment, 
and education concerning women’s heart disease. Most 
recently, she cofounded and launched a national awareness 
and advocacy campaign on women’s heart disease with 
Ronald O. Perelman. @BarbraStreisand

Gillian Tett 
US Managing Editor, The Financial Times

Gillian Tett leads the FT ’s editorial operations in the US 
across all platforms. She also writes weekly columns, 
covering economic, financial, political, and social issues 
across the globe. Among her many roles at the newspaper, 
she has served as the Tokyo bureau chief and as a 
reporter based in London, Russia, and Brussels. In 2014, 
she was named Columnist of the Year at the British Press 
Awards and also received the Royal Anthropological 
Institute Marsh Award, which recognizes the work of a 
non-academic who has used anthropology to contribute 
to a better understanding of the world’s problems. She is 
the author of New York Times best seller Fool’s Gold: How 
Unrestrained Greed Corrupted a Dream, Shattered Global 
Markets and Unleashed a Catastrophe and Saving the Sun: 
A Wall Street Gamble to Rescue Japan from Its Trillion 
Dollar Meltdown. @gilliantett

Elise J. Turner
Associate Professor, Belhaven University

Elise J. Turner is a Certifi ed Nurse-Midwife (CNM) with over 
30 years’ experience in reproductive health. She has worked 
as a public-health consultant to develop programs to address 
perinatal care, sexually transmitted infections, breast and 
cervical cancer, family planning needs, and interpersonal 
violence. As a nurse and CNM, she has provided maternity 
and neonatal care in a variety of settings: hospitals, birthing 
centers, and homes. As a nursing professor, Ms. Turner teaches 
nursing students in the classroom and in clinical venues, helping 
to foster the next generation of compassionate providers.



Gayle Tzemach Lemmon
Author, Ashley’s War; Senior Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations

Gayle Tzemach Lemmon is author of the new book 
Ashley’s War : The Untold Story of a Team of Women 
Soldiers on the Special Operations Battlefield. She is a 
senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations and a 
contributor to Atlantic Media’s Defense One, writing on 
national security and foreign-policy issues. In 2004, she 
left ABC News to earn her MBA at Harvard, where she 
began writing about women entrepreneurs in conflict and 
postconflict zones, including Afghanistan and Rwanda. 
Following MBA study, she served as a vice president at 
the investment firm PIMCO. She is the best-selling author 
of The Dressmaker of Khair Khana and has written for 
Newsweek and The Daily Beast, as well as for the World 
Bank and Harvard Business School. @gaylelemmon

Leslee Udwin
Director/Producer, India’s Daughter, and CEO of Assassin Films

After a life-threatening battle against one of Britain’s most 
notorious criminal landlords, Leslee turned the experience 
into an inspiring TV fi lm for BBC Screen 2. For Granada and 
HBO, Leslee produced the award-winning Who Bombed 
Birmingham?, starring John Hurt—which led to the release of 
the Birmingham Six after 17 years of wrongful imprisonment. 
For Assassin Films, Leslee has produced fi ve features, 
including East is East, a comedy-drama about cultural 
integration which won the BAFTA Award for best British 
Film, and some 35 other awards worldwide. East is East 
was the fi rst British independent low-budget fi lm to cross 
over into mainstream cinemas and become a worldwide hit. 
Leslee was awarded the London Critics’ Circle Producer of 
the Year Award. India’s Daughter is her fi rst documentary 
and her debut as a director. @lesleeudwin
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Zain Verjee
Founder & CEO, Zain Verjee Group

Zain Verjee is one of the world’s most respected and 
recognized journalists, with 14 years of experience at CNN as 
an anchor, reporter, and profound interviewer. Her passion 
for Africa has led her to create aKoma, Africa’s premier 
digital storytelling platform. The mobile site will launch in the 
fall of 2015. Beyond the litany of countries she has covered 
for work, Zain invests her personal time and inquiry in 
understanding people around the world. @zain_verjee



# WITW

PARTICIPANTS

Amb. Melanne Verveer
Director, Georgetown Institute for Women, Peace and Security

In addition to her role at Georgetown, Amb. Melanne Verveer 
is the founding partner of Seneca Point Global, the global 
women strategy fi rm. She was the fi rst US Ambassador for 
Global Women’s Issues, working to ensure that women’s 
participation and rights were fully integrated into US foreign 
policy; she also played a leadership role in developing the US 
National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security. From 
2000 to 2008, she served as chair and co-CEO of Vital Voices 
Global Partnership, which she cofounded. During the Clinton 
Administration, she served as assistant to the President and 
chief of staff  to the First Lady. Amb. Verveer has a BS and MS 
from Georgetown University. She is a member of the Council 
of Foreign Relations and the World Bank Advisory Council on 
Gender and Development. @MelanneVerveer

Diane von Furstenberg
Founder and Co-Chairman, DVF Studio

Diane von Furstenberg entered fashion in 1972 with a suitcase 
full of jersey dresses. Two years later, she created the wrap 
dress, which came to symbolize power and independence 
for an entire generation of women. By 1976, she had sold 
over a million dresses and was on the cover of Newsweek. 
Diane relaunched the iconic dress in 1997, reestablishing her 
company as the global luxury lifestyle brand it is today. DVF 
is now sold in over 55 countries. In 2005, she received the 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Council of Fashion 
Designers of America. In 2006, she was elected CFDA 
president, an offi  ce she continues to hold. She also serves 
on the board of Culture Shed, a new NYC center for artistic 
and cultural innovation. In 2012, Diane was named the most 
powerful woman in fashion by Forbes. She recently published 
a memoir, The Woman I Wanted to Be. @dvf



Padmasree Warrior
Chief Technology & Strategy Offi  cer, Cisco 

Padmasree Warrior is charged with aligning technology 
development and corporate strategy to enable Cisco to 
anticipate, shape, and lead major market transitions. She 
helps direct technology and operational innovation across 
the company and oversees strategic partnerships, mergers 
and acquisitions, the integration of new business models, 
the incubation of new technologies, and the cultivation of 
world-class technical talent. In her previous role, Warrior 
served as Chief Technology Offi  cer (CTO) and also co-led 
Cisco’s worldwide engineering organization. As Senior 
Vice President, Engineering, she was responsible for core 
switching, collaboration, cloud computing and data center/
virtualization, security, and architectures for business 
transformation. @padmasree

Alex Witt
Anchor, MSNBC’s Weekends with Alex Witt; NBC News Correspondent

Alex Witt hosts the long-running MSNBC show Weekends with 
Alex Witt on Saturdays and Sundays. Since joining the network 
in 1999, she has hosted on both dayside and primetime 
platforms, as well as reported from the fi eld. Witt contributes 
to the NBC Nightly News “Making a Diff erence” series and to 
Today. Witt broadcast from the World Trade Center site in the 
wake of the 9/11 attacks and continues to follow the war on 
terrorism in the Middle East and Iraq. She is passionate about 
issues of equality for women, education, and gun control, and 
welcomes those discussions on her broadcasts. Alex was a 
consultant on the third and fi nal season of Aaron Sorkin’s 
The Newsroom on HBO. Witt is a graduate of the University of 
Southern California and an avid sports enthusiast. And most 
importantly, mother to her son and daughter. @AlexWitt
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Robin Wright
Actor; Cofounder, Pour Les Femmes Sleepwear

Robin Wright is an award-winning actress, director, and 
philanthropist, currently appearing in the acclaimed Netfl ix 
original series House of Cards. Robin won a Golden Globe for 
Best Performance by an Actress in a Television Series – Drama 
in 2014, and has received multiple Golden Globe, Screen Actors 
Guild, and Emmy nominations for her work. Robin’s fi lm credits 
include Forrest Gump, A Most Wanted Man, The Girl with 
the Dragon Tattoo, Moneyball, The Private Lives of Pippa 
Lee, and The Princess Bride. Robin will soon be seen in the 
adventure epic Everest, opening this fall. In 2014, with clothing 
designer Karen Fowler, Robin launched Pour Les Femmes, a 
socially conscious sleepwear line that benefi ts women in the 
Congo. Wright is passionate about giving back and serves as a 
spokesperson for the Enough Project, a nonprofi t organization 
dedicated to bringing peace to Congo. @realrobinwright 
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Bassem Youssef
TV Host, Al-Bernameg

Dubbed the Jon Stewart of the Arab world, Bassem Youssef 
hosted the popular TV show Al-Bernameg, the fi rst political 
satire show in the Middle East. Originally a fi ve-minute online 
production, Al-Bernameg, which means “The Show,” became 
the most watched program in the history of Egyptian TV, with 
an average 40 million viewers every week, in addition to more 
than 2 million subscribers on YouTube and 700 million views 
on Youssef’s own and other channels. But complaints arose, 
accusing Youssef of insulting Islam and President Morsi. An 
arrest warrant was issued in March 2013; he was questioned 
and released on bail. Then Youssef was named to Time 
magazine’s Most Infl uential list, and complaints escalated. In 
June 2014, he announced the end of the show, citing fear for 
his safety. He is currently a spring fellow at the Institute of 
Politics at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard. 

Katharine Zaleski
Cofounder and President, PowerToFly

Katharine Zaleski is cofounder and president of PowerToFly, 
the fastest-growing global platform connecting highly skilled 
women with job opportunities they can do remotely. Since 
launching in August, over 800 employers (including Hearst 
and BuzzFeed) are using PowerToFly to fi nd talent. Katharine 
got her start at 24 as the sixth employee of the Huffi  ngton 
Post, where she built the site’s news team—and wrote many 
of the crazy headlines on the front page. She left in 2009 
to be The Washington Post ’s executive director of digital 
news. After returning to New York as managing editor of 
NowThis News, Katharine had a baby girl. Six weeks later, 
Katharine left her job at NowThis to start PowerToFly with 
Milena Berry. Katharine and Milena reside in New York, but 
PowerToFly is being built by 35 women who work from home 
offi  ces across the globe. @kzaleski

Shelley Zalis
CEO, Ipsos OTX; Founder, The Ipsos Girls’ Lounge

Energized by challenges that set the mind humming, Shelley Zalis 
has never accepted the status quo. In 2000, she founded Open 
Thinking Exchange (OTX), which was acquired by Ipsos in 2010 
and became Ipsos’ global innovation center, pioneering next-
generation research solutions. Her most recent creation is the 
Ipsos Girls’ Lounge, a go-to destination for women at industry 
conferences. The Ipsos Girls’ Lounge champions, supports, and 
inspires women, with the belief that the more we advocate for 
one another, the better able we are to embrace what makes us 
diff erent, and the better business and life will be for everyone. 
In 2008, Shelley was named Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the 
Year (On-Line Services category) and, in 2010, she won the ARF 
Great Minds in Innovation award. Her work has changed the way 
we think about market research today. @shelleyzalis



#InspireChange

Dare To Be A Girl.
Don’t just have a seat at the table,  

have a voice at the table.

xo,
The Ipsos G ir ls’ Lounge
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Ready to make your 
own impact? We have 
a few suggestions...
As you hear the amazing stories of courageous leaders at the 
Women in the World Summit, you’re no doubt revved up and 
ready to change the world. But you may be wondering, what’s 
next? How can I get involved?

Women in the World has partnered with Catchafi re, an organization that connects 
talented professionals who want to volunteer their skills with social enterprises that 
need their help. Catchafi re advertises dozens of projects—including some for the 
nonprofi ts you’ll see represented onstage—plus the time commitment required; you 
donate your talents. Help is needed in areas such as marketing, fi nance, operations, 
and technology. All you have to do is visit witw.catchafi re.org, complete a brief form 
to get “matched” based on your unique skill set, and begin making your impact.  

In the meantime, please meet our Impact Partners. In the pages that follow, you’ll 
learn more about 32 organizations whose work comes alive on our stage—including 
Vital Voices Global Partnership, now home of the Women of Impact Awards and other 
initiatives launched by the Women in the World Foundation (2011–2013).

And if you’d like to shop for a good cause, you’ll fi nd books by our speakers as well as 
jewelry and accessories made by female artisans in our Women in the World Boutique 
on the fi rst fl oor (details, next page). All of our proceeds will be donated.



WOMEN IN THE WORLD BOUTIQUE 

The Women in the World Boutique on the orchestra level spotlights gorgeous, 
one-of-a-kind pieces handcrafted by women from around the world. Proceeds 
from this curated collection will support these artisans and their families. 
The unique jewelry, bags, and accessories featured in this year’s boutique are 
brought to you by the following vendors:

7 SISTERS 
7sisters.kg

BAJALIA 
bajalia.com

CATRINKA
catrinka.com

CENTER FOR TRADITIONAL 
TEXTILES OF CUSCO 
textilescusco.org

FEED
FEEDprojects.com

GAHAYA LINKS 
gahayalinks.com
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SHOP

THE OFFICIAL WOMEN IN THE WORLD BAG
The 2015 Women in the World bag was made in the USA by a woman-owned factory for 
Catrinka, an ethical fashion label that employs women artisans and donates the proceeds 
to girls’ education initiatives. Catrinka: buy a bag, employ a woman, educate a girl. The three 
women founders of Catrinka were inspired to start their line in part by their experience at 
the 2012 Women in the World Summit. 

GLOBAL GOODS PARTNERS 
globalgoodspartners.org

KANDAHAR TREASURES
kandahartreasure.com

NUMA COLLECTION 
numa.me

SAME SKY 
samesky.com

SISTERS UNITED FOR AFRICA
sistersunited.com 

TO THE MARKET
tothemarket.com

WALMART/ EMPOWERING 
WOMEN TOGETHER
walmart.com/empoweringwomentogether



S A V E  T H E  D A T E S

Women in the World London
And introducing: Girls in the World

October 8–9, 2015
Cadogan Hall, London

and

Women in the World India
November 20, 2015

Taj Mansingh, New Delhi

Join us as we take the Women in the World Summit
on the road, complete with the vivid narratives, 

stirring videos, and provocative discussions 
you’ve come to expect. 

For information, please write 
info@womenintheworldmedia.com

Or visit our new website: 
nytimes.com/womenintheworld

#witw

In partnership with

WITW global ad.indd   1 4/8/15   9:27 PM
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9TO5 COLORADO AND FAMILY VALUES @ WORK
9to5.org 

Dedicated to putting working women’s issues on 
the public agenda, 9to5 is one of the largest, most 
respected national membership organizations of 
working women in the US. @9to5org

ALASKA NATIVE SCIENCE COMMISSION
nativescience.org

The Alaska Native Science Commission is an 
organization that works in partnership with Alaska 
Native communities on a wide range of research and 
science initiatives.

ART WITHOUT A ROOF SAN DIEGO
artwithoutaroof.com

This community of artists helps fund causes through 
the sale of art and apparel. Every sale provides 
funding to a charity organization, chosen by artists 
from around the world.

BAREFOOT COLLEGE
barefootcollege.org

Barefoot College is a nongovernmental organization 
that has been providing basic services and education 
in rural Indian villages for more than 40 years, with 
the goal of making the communities self-suffi  cient 
and sustainable. @barefootcollege

#BRINGBACKOURGIRLS CAMPAIGN GROUP
bringbackourgirls.ng

This group advocates for rescue of the 219 still-
missing schoolgirls kidnapped by Boko Haram 
terrorists in 2014, and also for rapid containment of 
insurgency in Nigeria. @bbog_nigeria

IMPACT PARTNERS
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CARDBORIGAMI, INC.
cardborigami.org

Cardborigami works to transition homeless people 
into permanent housing, while providing a portable, 
private, comfortable shelter. @cardborigami

DVF
dvf.com

The DVF Awards recognize and support women who 
are using their leadership, courage, and strength to 
transform the lives of others. On April 23, Tina Brown 
and Diane von Furstenberg host the sixth annual dinner 
and DVF Awards presentation. By invitation only. @dvf

END RAPE ON CAMPUS
endrapeoncampus.org

End Rape on Campus provides direct service to 
survivors and their families, educates communities 
on rape prevention and survivor support, and 
advocates for better policies at the school, state, and 
federal levels. @endrapeoncampus

FEMINIST FREQUENCY
feministfrequency.com

Feminist Frequency is a nonprofi t educational 
organization that provides comprehensive analysis 
of modern media from an unapologetically critical 
perspective, highlighting societal issues such as race, 
gender, and sexuality. @femfreq 

FUNDACIÓN ANGÉLICA FUENTES 
fundacionangelicafuentes.org/en

A nonprofi t organization with headquarters in 
Mexico and the US, the Angelica Fuentes Foundation 
recognizes women’s empowerment and gender 
equality as key tools for social, economic, and 
environmental development on a global scale. 
@fundacion_af
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GET LIT - WORDS IGNITE
getlit.org/getlit

Get Lit is a nonprofi t that uses poetry to increase 
teen literacy across the country. @getlitpoet

INTERNATIONAL PREPAREDNESS NETWORK
readyforanything.org

The International Preparedness Network provides 
education about disaster preparedness and 
response, self-reliance, and sustainable living. @ipn

THE IPSOS GIRLS’ LOUNGE
theipsosgirlslounge.com

If we could have done it alone, we would have by 
now. That’s the motto of The Ipsos Girls’ Lounge, 
which champions, supports, and inspires women. 
We believe that the more we advocate for one 
another and embrace what makes us diff erent, the 
better business and life will be for everyone. Dare 
to be a girl. @TheGirlsLounge

KIRIBATI CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK
kirican.wordpress.com

Kiribati Climate Action Network (KiriCAN) is an 
independent organization registered with Climate 
Action Network International; it is also a partner 
of the Pacifi c Calling Partnership, which supports 
Australia’s low-lying island neighbors. 

LAVA MAE
lavamae.org

Lava Mae is a mobile hygiene service providing 
dignity and eliminating barriers to opportunity for 
those experiencing homelessness—one mobile 
shower at a time.

IMPACT PARTNERS



LIBERTY IN NORTH KOREA
libertyinnorthkorea.org

Liberty in North Korea is a global movement 
standing with the North Korean people, helping 
refugees reach safety and developing long-term 
strategies to accelerate positive changes inside the 
country. @libertyinnk

MARY ROBINSON FOUNDATION�–�
CLIMATE JUSTICE
mrfcj.org

The Mary Robinson Foundation – Climate Justice 
provides thought leadership, education, and 
advocacy to secure global justice for people who 
are especially vulnerable to the impacts of climate 
change: the poor, the disempowered, and the 
marginalized across the world. @mrfcj

PARENTS CIRCLE�–�FAMILIES FORUM
theparentscircle.org

The Parents Circle - Families Forum is a joint Israeli-
Palestinian organization made up of more than 600 
bereaved families. Their common bond is that they 
have lost a close family member to the confl ict—and 
instead of choosing revenge, they have chosen a path 
of reconciliation. @thePCFF

PEACE IS LOUD
peaceisloud.org

Founded by activist, fi lmmaker, and philanthropist 
Abigail Disney, Peace is Loud inspires action through 
media and live events that spotlight women leaders 
on the front line of peacebuilding worldwide. 
@peaceisloud
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IMPACT PARTNERS

PRAJWALA
prajwalaindia.com

Prajwala is an antitraffi  cking organization that works 
to prevent women and children from being sold into 
sexual slavery.

PROS FOR AFRICA
prosforafrica.com

Pros for Africa is a volunteer-led nonprofi t 
organization based in Oklahoma City that encourages 
professionals from all fi elds to share their knowledge 
and resources with the young women and children 
of Africa. The group is a development partner of the 
Saint Monica Girls Schools led by Sister Rosemary 
Nyirumbe. @prosforafrica

SHINE
shine.org.in/donate

Shine is a nonprofi t organization that focuses on 
integrated community-development programs for 
urban slums in and around Delhi. As part of the 
program, Shine off ers education to children who 
have never been to school or who have dropped out. 

SHINING HOPE FOR COMMUNITIES
shofco.org

Shining Hope for Communities combats extreme 
poverty and gender inequity by linking schools 
for girls to a set of high-value, holistic community 
services for the urban poor. @hope2shine



SISTERSONG WOMEN OF COLOR 
REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE COLLECTIVE
sistersong.net

This national membership organization is forging a 
network of individuals and organizations to improve 
institutional policies and systems that impact the 
lives of marginalized communities. @sistersong_woc

SOCIAL AWARENESS NEWER ALTERNATIVES 
TRUST (SANA)
sana.org.in

SANA is a nongovernmental organization that works 
with marginalized people, focusing mainly on women 
and children, to provide clean drinking water and 
sanitation. The group’s tagline: “Toilets and Taps—
Transforming Lives Through Technology.” 
@sanagajapati

STAND UP TO CANCER
standup2cancer.org

Stand Up To Cancer’s (SU2C) mission is to raise 
funds to accelerate the pace of groundbreaking 
translational research that can get new therapies to 
patients quickly and save lives now. By galvanizing the 
entertainment industry, SU2C has set out to generate 
awareness, educate the public on cancer prevention, 
and help more people diagnosed with cancer become 
long-term survivors. @SU2C

THE ENOUGH PROJECT
enoughproject.org

The Enough Project seeks to build support for peace 
and the prevention of atrocities in Africa. 
@enoughproject



# WITW

THE WOMEN’S HEART ALLIANCE
fi ghttheladykiller.org

The Women’s Heart Alliance encourages action on 
women’s heart health. It is a collaboration between 
two of America’s leading medical institutions, 
the Barbra Streisand Women’s Heart Center at 
Cedars–Sinai Heart Institute and the Ronald O. 
Perelman Heart Institute at New York–Presbyterian/
Weill Cornell Medical Center, and two major 
philanthropists in business and entertainment, 
Barbra Streisand and Ronald O. Perelman. 
@fi ghtladykiller

VITAL VOICES GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP
vitalvoices.org

Vital Voices Global Partnership invests in women 
leaders who improve the world. Its India’s Daughter 
campaign aims to keep the momentum going 
for Leslee Udwin’s provocative documentary, 
encouraging distribution of the fi lm in communities 
around the world in hopes of sparking discussion, 
advocacy, and understanding. @VitalVoices

WEST AFRICAN HEALTH FOUNDATION (WAHF)
wahealthfoundation.org

A nonprofi t organization formed by a group of 
physicians, this foundation is concerned with the poor 
health and nutrition, particularly in women and children, 
of the West African subregion. @wahealthfdn

WOMEN WITHOUT BORDERS
women-without-borders.org

Women without Borders brings together 
courageous and determined women to create a new 
female security paradigm. @WwB_SAVE

IMPACT PARTNERS



21st Century Fox is proud of STAR 
and Aamir Khan’s work to touch lives and 
create meaningful change across India.

STAR’s groundbreaking social awareness series Satyamev Jayate 
is a driving force for positive social change and is the most 

talked about show in the history of Indian television.

“What excites me about television is its power and reach, 
its enormous potential to connect with people.” Aamir Khan

Mumkin Hai. Change is Possible.

impact.21cf.com
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dove.us Dove is committed to creating a world where beauty is a source of confi dence, 
not anxiety. We believe feeling beautiful is a personal choice women should feel 
empowered to make for themselves, every day. Choose what makes you feel beautiful, 
choose it often, and share it with the world and @Dove using #ChooseBeautiful. 
Download new Mindful Me self-esteem activities on DoveChooseBeautiful.tumblr.com 
to instill positive self-esteem in yourself and others.

merckformothers.com Every two minutes, a woman dies giving life—not only in 
the developing world, but everywhere. Most of these deaths are preventable. 
That’s why Merck (known as MSD outside the United States and Canada) created 
Merck for Mothers�—a 10-year, $500 million initiative that applies Merck’s scientifi c 
and business expertise to reduce maternal mortality worldwide. Working with partners 
around the globe, Merck for Mothers has so far helped improve access to quality 
maternal healthcare and family planning services for an estimated 3.5 million women 
in 30 countries. But there is still much to be done. Join @MerckforMothers to help 
#EndMaternalMortality.

toyota.com/usa Toyota celebrates the women and girls who are driving positive change 
in the world, whether through innovation, entrepreneurship, or invention. Our commitment 
to inspiring  women and leveraging our resources to further empower them extends 
through our partnerships and philanthropic commitments to organizations including 
espnW’s Everyday Heroes, the Global Sports Mentoring Program, and Girls Inc. Toyota 
recognizes that women are key contributors to creating social good�—�we want to continue 
exploring opportunities to identify issues, fi nd solutions, and challenge traditions to enable 
stronger female leadership and go places together.

SPONSOR OUTREACH



theintelligenceofthings.com We see unparalleled opportunity to create a better life and 
a more sustainable future by building a smarter, more connected world.  Every day, over 
200,000 Flextronics employees set out to make that happen. Every day, we strive to lift 
the human spirit…to give people opportunity, no matter where they come from, who they 
are, what they do, or where they live. We partner in communities where our employees, 
suppliers, and customers live and work, lending our time, talent and fi nancial support�—
and we’ve been recognized by multiple institutions around the world for our leadership. 
As global citizens, we will continue to lead, using our technology to connect people, 
products, and services to create a smarter, more sustainable future.

landsend.com  At Lands’ End, we believe in equality, and our company culture is part of 
our corporate-social-responsibility platform. We are proud to say that three-fourths of 
our global employees are women, 53% of them at manager level or above. We work hard 
to allow for fl exibility in the workplace by off ering fl exible schedules, daycare services, 
and paid maternity leaves longer than the national average. In addition, off ering benefi ts 
to ensure that our employees are living well-rounded lives�—�such as meal-planning 
assistance, exercise facilities, and onsite medical care�—�is very important to us. Our goal 
is to support women at every stage in their careers, because we know they are pillars of 
not only our business, but of their families and communities. Being socially responsible is 
part of our DNA, and we believe that taking care of all our employees is the foundation. 

mastercard.com MasterCard connects buyers and sellers, facilitating transactions and 
moving money around the world—faster than the blink of an eye. Our products and 
solutions drive fi nancial inclusion and empower people to be part of the global economy. 
We invest in programs and partners who help encourage entrepreneurship, grow today’s 
and tomorrow’s leaders, and make a positive impact on our community. We’re proud of 
our eff orts to create a culture where women aspire to work, build successful careers, and 
make a diff erence. From the MasterCard Center for Inclusive Growth and our Women 
in Technology initiative to our global Women’s Leadership Network and cornerstone 
Girls4Tech STEM education program, we’re putting words into action for a meaningful 
today and a brighter tomorrow.
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fordfoundation.org The Ford Foundation has long worked with visionary leaders, 
advancing the rights of women and girls throughout the world. Our work is guided by a 
deep and abiding belief in human dignity and equality for all. Women and girls deserve 
equal access to opportunity�—�from healthcare to quality employment�—�and the chance 
to live free from poverty, discrimination, and violence. The best way to fulfi ll this vision is 
to encourage initiatives by those living and working closest to the problems. We support 
ideas, individuals, and institutions that help put women and girls at the center of problem 
solving, ensuring they have a voice in the decisions that aff ect them and the power to 
reach their full potential.

trust.org/womens-rights/ The Thomson Reuters Foundation stands for free 
independent journalism, human rights, women’s empowerment, and the rule of law. 
Leveraging the skills, values, and expertise of Thomson Reuters, the Foundation plays a 
leading role in the global fi ght against human traffi  cking and runs a number of programs 
and initiatives that trigger change and empower people globally: free legal assistance, 
media development, coverage of the world’s underreported stories, and Trust Women. 
The Foundation’s Trust Women conference is a fast-growing movement to put the rule 
of law behind women’s rights and to fi ght slavery through concrete action. The 2015 
conference takes place 17–18 November in London.

corporate.walmart.com For Walmart, empowering women isn’t just the right thing to do, 
it’s also smart busines�s�—helping us to understand and serve our customers better, fi nd 
the best talent, and promote economic growth in the communities we serve. Within our 
company, we are working to attract, retain, and develop female leaders. Externally, we are 
implementing our Women’s Economic Empowerment Initiative, an eff ort that leverages 
our global size and scale to improve women’s lives across the world. Through this 
initiative, we are sourcing $20 billion from women-owned companies for our US business 
over fi ve years. We are also doubling the amount we buy from women-owned businesses 
for our international markets and expanding training programs around the globe. Taken 
all together, we’ll help provide training, market access, and career opportunities to nearly 
1 million women, many on farms and in factories, ultimately allowing them access to the 
economic opportunity they deserve.

SPONSOR OUTREACH
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THINGS TO KNOW

GUEST HELP 

The Information desk in the lobby will be open throughout the Summit 
for all queries.

INTERNET ACCESS

Complimentary Wi-Fi is available throughout the Summit. Locate the wireless 
network “WITW2015” before opening your Internet browser. 

DOVE CHOOSE BEAUTIFUL LOUNGE

Dove believes feeling beautiful is a personal choice women should feel 
empowered to make for themselves, every day. Stop by our lounge to share 
how you ‘Choose Beautiful’ and help us inspire women and girls globally.

MERCK FOR MOTHERS GLOBAL HEALTH LOUNGE

Two minutes. Three questions. 
Learn how you can help #EndMaternalMortality.

TOYOTA COURTESY SHUTTLE

Toyota has generously provided courtesy shuttles for Summit participants; they’ll 
drop you anywhere between 34th and 86th Streets, subject to availability. Visit the 
Toyota Courtesy Shuttle Kiosk in front of the Koch Theater, near the Toyota Mirai 
display. Simply show your ticket and enjoy the ride! (Drop-off  service only.)  

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22   5:00 pm – 11:00 pm 
THURSDAY, APRIL 23 8:00 am – 8:00 pm 
FRIDAY, APRIL 24   8:00 am – 3:00 pm 

TOYOTA SOLUTIONS STUDIO & LOUNGE

Share your Women in the World experiences using the Toyota Solutions Studio. 
Ask questions via social media using #ToyotaSolutions. Use the dedicated Wi-Fi, 
photo booth, and computers, and inspire all those in your networks. The Studio 
is open to all Summit attendees.



TOYOTA KIOSKS

Check out the Toyota Kiosks for a hands-on digital experience: Explore videos, 
photos, and custom content to learn about Toyota’s commitment to helping 
women go places. 

THE NEW YORK TIMES

The New York Times is the largest metropolitan newspaper in the US. It is frequently 
relied upon as the offi  cial and authoritative reference for modern events. Visit the 
New York Times booth to subscribe!

PRESS

There is a dedicated press information table in the lobby of the Koch Theater, 
where a member of the Women in the World team will be happy to help you. 
Should you have any media questions or requests after the Summit, please email 
press@womenintheworldmedia.com

NEW RESEARCH

Women in the World has partnered with the Georgetown Institute for Women, 
Peace and Security on a research project about girls as a weapon of war, a recurring 
topic at this year’s Summit. If you are interested in contributing to the white paper, 
please write giwps@georgetown.edu

SELECT PHOTOS AND VIDEOS 
PROUDLY PROVIDED BY



INFORMATION

HERBST THEATRE, SAN FRANCISCO
6 PM VIP RECEPTION | 7:30 PM SHOW TIME
TICKETS: lunafest.org/sanfrancisco

10  8  2015

8 INSPIRING
STORIES 150 CITIES

1 NIGHT STARTS IT ALL
LUNAFEST®: A FILM FESTIVAL BY, FOR, ABOUT WOMEN

Benefiting the
Breast Cancer Fund.Brought to you by                           

LUNAFEST_WITW_Ad.pdf   1   4/11/15   5:07 PM



FOLLOW US ONLINE - #WITW

nytimes.com/womenintheworld

livestream.com/WomenInTheWorld/NYSummit

@WomenintheWorld

facebook.com/WOMENinWORLD 

pinterest.com/WomeninWorld

@WomenintheWorld

SMILE! YOU’RE ON CAMERA…

By entering this venue, you give Women in the World Media, LLC (and its 
permitted licensees, successors, assigns, and agents) the absolute right and 
permission to record, copyright, publish, use, archive, publicly display, and 
broadcast video and photographs that may include your image, likeness, and/
or voice, audio recordings of your voice, photographic portraits of you, and/or 
scenes in which you may be included in whole or part, made through any media 
now known or later discovered at any time for editorial, art, advertising, trade, 
commercial, or any other purpose whatsoever.





www.nytimes.com/womenintheworld
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