
Moving forward, looking back:
Thomas Fogarty Winery’s 
“thirty years so far”…
Thirty years. From the vantage point of 1981 it was an 
unimaginable chronological distance. From where we sit 
now it has been an instant. On August 26, as most of you 
know, we celebrated our thirtieth year as a winery. Present 
were my dad (Dr Thomas Fogarty) and winemaker Michael 
Martella, founders of the winery, our staff (many of whom 
remember most of those thirty years) and about a hundred 
friends of the winery. It was a wonderful evening, with 
plenty of reminiscing- I saw many long time devotees and 
family regaling newer friends with stories of the past three 
decades here. Dinner was made by Jesse Cool and her staff 
at JZ Cool Catering, which holds special significance as 
Jesse’s restaurant Flea Street Cafe opened in 1981- the year 
Thomas Fogarty Winery was bonded, and they have been 
wonderful supporters of the winery ever since.

When Michael and my father started the winery it was a 
different place in some ways, but in hindsight the winery 
has grown as they had intended. I am sure neither one of 
them envisioned the winery making over 25 variations of 
ten (and sometimes more) varietals, but thanks to the 
interest and support of our club members that is where 
we are today. While the wines we produce have certainly 
became more varied, the heart of Thomas Fogarty Winery 
is still the Pinot Noir and Chardonnay grown at the estate.
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expecting:
Tommy Fogarty Jr. and his Wife Lily, are expecting their first child 
(It’s a Boy) in Mid-October. We are excited to welcome the next 
generation to the winery.

We are certain the Fogarty’s will be stocking up on the 2011 prized 
vintage!

baby announcement:
TFW Events Manager, Ellie Platis and her husband Julian Platis of 
Dio Deka Restaurant in Los Gatos (2011 Michelin Star Winner), 
celebrated the arrival of their daughter, Eleftheria Pascal on August 18th 
at 8:18pm. Mom’s pride and joy weighed in at 8 lb, 6 oz., with all those 
8’s, she sounds like a lucky gal! Congratulations Ellie and Julian.

new winery addition:
Introducing Lewis! This summer, Winemaker, 
Nathan Kandler and his wife Marta, welcomed 
Lewis to their home here at the winery, he is a 
Vizsla breed, born April 26th. Like any puppy, 
Lou keeps the Kandler’s on their toes! He loves 
to eat grapes, that are toxic to him, and frolic 
in poison oaks, that is toxic to his parents. He 
has a special palette for Tasting Room crackers, 
Camel Hill Vineyards exotic Camel droppings 

and loves to ride on Nathan’s lap on the winery forklift. Look for him on 
your next visit to the winery.

This is Gloria Gaynor the Wood Duck. She was hatched along with seven 
siblings in mid-July on the winery pond. Over the course of the next 
week, predators eliminated all but her and her mom. On about day ten 
her mom left town, chalking up the 2011 hatch as a net loss to the species 
(nature is a rough place). We figured Gloria was gone 
until about a week ago when she emerged from 
the tulles. Hopefully, she’ll make it through the 
winter and return to nest next year. We’ll have 
two new nesting boxes ready just in case!

bon voyage
Yes folks, it’s true, our long–time Tasting Room Manager, Rick Davis 
is setting sail to the Southern Hemisphere! He has met his shining star 
across the big pond and is moving down under to New Zealand. He 
will be with his new wife Sue, whom he met back in 2007 and after 
numerous messages in bottles, they decided to get married and embark 
on a new adventure. They will make their home on the North Island of 
New Zealand about ten miles outside of the city of Whangarei, a perfect 
location for Rick, where he will be able to enjoy his love for the water 
and boating.

For anyone who wants to keep in touch or is thinking of a NZ visit, here 
is Rick and Sue’s information. Bon Voyage Rick, you will truly be missed!

Rick Davis & Sue Ferrar Davis
29 Hayward Road, R D 8, Whangarei-0178, New Zealand

retired
Our beloved Tasting Room cat has 
retired! Morty is now living out his 
golden years with his adopted Mother 
(Office Administrator, Melissa Baker) in 
the hills of Burlingame. These days he 
enjoys Filet Mignon dinners, regular 
trips to the spa (Grooming-dales) and 
of course, sunsets on the deck with a 
glass of Fogarty Wine. To unwind, there’s 
nothing better than curling up on his 
mommy’s lap for an episode of The Real 

Housewives. Even though he loved his time at the winery and welcoming 
our guests, Mortimer is now living the life! Hasta La Vista TFW!

tied the knot
Love at first sight! Events Coordinator, 
Patty Walsh went on a journey of exploration 
and met the love of her life Aaron Kelly. 
The two caught eyes in the seaside town of 
Airlie Beach, in the Land of Down Under, 
Australia. Patty and Aaron exchanged vows in 
front of family and friends on a beautiful day 
at Fogarty Winery on September 30th and 
of course we toast them off with a bottle of 
TFW 2007 Blanc de Blanc. We congratulate 
them as they create their lives together in the 
heart of San Francisco. Cheers to the lovely couple!

Passages


