
Most people simply can’t believe that the center span of the 
new San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge is made in China. 
But it is, as the New York Times, ABC News, and AAM have 
revealed. Then-California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
thought he could save money by outsourcing the steel and 
fabrication to China. But he was wrong. And his decision 
cost America at least 3,000 good-paying jobs. 
First, we exposed this travesty in the media. Then, we set 
about to change state and federal policies that made this 
decision possible, working to close loopholes in our laws. 
Finally, we posted provocative billboards close to the 
Bay Bridge. 
Our message to politicians was simple: if you outsource 
our tax dollars overseas, we’ll expose you.
We’ve launched an awareness campaign to stop these types 
of decisions before they are ever made. And we’re succeeding. 
More than 30 states have introduced “Buy America” bills. 
Federal and state offi  cials in places like Michigan, New York, 
Virginia, and Minnesota are committing to build their infra-
structure with American steel and iron. Our campaign is 
only getting started. We hope we never have to sponsor 
another “Should Be Made in America” billboard in a local 
community—but we won’t hesitate to do so if we must.
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100% Foreign Steel
The San Francisco-Oakland 
Bay Bridge was being built with
steel manufactured in China.
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Bringing America Back 
As ABC News correspondent Chris 
Cuomo explained, U.S. fi rms don’t 
face a level playing fi eld. Chinese 
companies are state-owned. That’s 
why Buy America laws were passed, 
to give U.S. fi rms a chance. 
9/23/2011

Bridge Comes to San Francisco 
With Made-in-China Label
 “The project is part of China’s 
continual move up the global 
economic value chain—from cheap 
toys to Apple iPads to commercial 
jetliners—as it aims to become the 
world’s civil engineer. The assembly 
work in California, and the pouring 
of the concrete road surface, 
will be done by Americans. But 
construction of the bridge decks 
and the materials that went into 
them are a Made in China aff air.” 
New York Times 6/2011

San Francisco Chronicle 
 “It was originally designed to save 
tax dollars, to be more effi  cient,” 
said Scott Paul, executive director 
of the alliance. “It turned out in 
hindsight to be a horrible decision. 
It ended up sourcing steel from a 
Chinese government-supported 
fabrication and steel company 
when those jobs could have been 
done right here at a reasonable 
cost to taxpayers.” 3/26/2012

AAM Billboard Campaign Takes 
Aim at Steel in New Bay Bridge 
AAM unveiled two large billboards 
near the Bay Bridge. “Any of our 
leaders willing to outsource jobs 
to China could fi nd one of our

billboards next to their shiny new 
project. We hope there isn’t a 
great demand for our billboards, 
but we are prepared to put them 
up wherever necessary.” 
Scott Paul, AAM 3/26/2012


