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Why Stand Up and Take 
Action in 2009? 

For the fourth year in a row, millions of  people 
around the world will Stand Up and Take Ac-
tion to show their support for the fight against 

poverty and for the achievement of  the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs). This year, Stand Up 
will take place against the backdrop of  a deepening 
financial crisis and a slowing global economy. It is a 
time of  great challenge for development in general 
and for the MDGs in particular. Already, we are 
seeing the potentially devastating impact of  this on 
the world’s poorest and most vulnerable. We know 
that the current economic climate threatens to undo 
and possibly even reverse the very significant gains 
that have been made towards achieving the MDGs. 
With just six years left to the 2015 deadline for the 
achievement of  the Goals, we cannot afford to let 
this happen. The achievement of  the MDGs must 
remain a priority on the global political and public 
agenda. In this environment, Stand Up is a vital 
opportunity to send a clear and urgent message to 
world leaders and decision- makers and raise the po-
litical stakes. Our policy messages and actions must 
reflect the urgency of  the situation and must be an 
instrument to convey the sense of  our growing im-
patience and intolerance of  excuses for and distrac-
tions from the implementation of  policies and pro-
grams that help the poorest and most vulnerable. 

In 2006, 23   million      people Stood Up. In 2007, 
47 million people Stood Up. Last year, 116 
million people Stood Up and Took Action.
Let’s break the record again this year and 
send a louder message than ever achieve the 
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Over the years, we’ve been inundated with 
the statistics and the pictures of pov-
erty around the world-so much so that 

many people in both the North and South have 
come to accept it as an unfortunate but unalter-
able state of affairs. The truth, however, is that 
things have changed in recent years. The world 
today is more prosperous than it ever has been. 
The technological advances we have seen in re-
cent years have created encouraging new oppor-
tunities to improve economies and reduce hunger.

http://www.endpoverty2015.org/goals/end-hunger

At the 2000 UN Millennium Summit, world 
leaders from rich and poor countries alike 
committed themselves - at the highest politi-

cal level - to a set of  eight time-bound targets that, 
when achieved, will end extreme poverty world-
wide by 2015.

Today, we not only have the financial resources 
to end extreme poverty once and for all, but we 
have the technological knowledge and know-
how to realize the Goals. It is also clear, how-
ever, that if  we carry on in a “business as usual” 
mode, the Goals will not be achieved by 2015. 
The way forward is marked, it is only the politi-
cal will to achieve the Goals that is in question.

ABOUT THE GOALS THE TARGET
Goal 1 of  the Millennium Development Goals sets out by 
the year 2015:

1. Reduce by half  the proportion of  people living 
on less than a dollar a day.
2. Reduce by half  the proportion of  people who 
suffer from hunger.

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that in our world today:

One third of deaths – some 18 million people 
a year or 50,000 per day – are due to pover-
ty-related causes. That’s 270 million people 

since 1990, the majority women and children, roughly 
equal to the population of the US. (Reality of Aid 2004)
Every year more than 10 million children die of hunger 
and preventable diseases – that’s over 30,000 per day and 
one every 3 seconds. (80 Million Lives, 2003 / Bread for 
the World / UNICEF / World Health Organization)

ACHIEVING THE GOALS

The program’s formula is simple: Give the op-
portunity to have at least three meals a day. 
It might not seem like such a bold challenge 

but approximately one quarter of  Brazil’s 170 mil-
lion people currently live below the poverty line.

To meet the immediate needs of  everyone who 
goes hungry in the country, the government needs 
to provide emergency help to 11 million fami-
lies, according to official estimates. At the same 

http://www.endpoverty2015.org/goals/end-hungerhttp://www.endpoverty2015.org/goals/end-hunger


