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T
he term“cold case” conjures images of faded
photos of long-agomurders. But hundreds of
homicides have gone unsolved in Wisconsin
in just the past decade, a Gannett Wisconsin
Media analysis found.

A review of state crime statistics determined 277mur-
der cases remain open fromHayward to Racine during a
10-year period ending in 2012.

Several trends emerged from
the Gannett investigative review:

» Eighty-one percent of the un-
solved murders occurred in Mil-
waukee, a city of nearly 600,000
people that averaged 94 homicides
each year during the decade.

» A gun was used in nearly half
themurders—far aheadof knives,
blunt objects, beatings, strangula-
tion and arson.

»Most victims were blackmen.
» The average victim was 33

years old.
While investigators are con-

cerned about the number of
open cases, Wisconsin’s
clearance rate on mur-
ders is considerably
higher than the na-
tional average. An
analysis of state
justice statistics
showed state pol-
icing agencies
solved 82 percent
of the 1,564 mur-
dersduring thepast
decade.

“The national clear-
ancerateisaround65per-
cent,” said Aki Roberts, a so-
ciologist at the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. “That
slid in recent years and many
blamed it on bad police work,
but research has concluded
there ismore stranger and fire-
arm violence, which is much
harder to solve.”

Time is a crucial factor in
murder investigations. A 2011
University of New Mexico
study found thatmore than half
of solved murders get cracked
in the first 48 hours — and the
probability drops to less than 1
percent after a year has passed.

Still, police throughout Wiscon-
sin never give up on cases, said
West Allis Police Capt. Chris
Botsch, whose department has two
unsolved cases from the past dec-
ade on its books.

“Once a case starts to get exces-
sivelyold, like20years,yourunthe
risk of people not remembering or
being able to make identifica-
tions,” Botsch said. “But then

TRACKINGWISCONSIN'S UNSOLVEDMURDERS

COLDCASES

UNSOLVED&
UNPUNISHED
Nearly 300 murders still on the books
from past decade, but state’s clearance
rate exceeds national average
By Nick Penzenstadler | Gannett Wisconsin Media Investigative Team
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JOIN THE
CONVERSATION
Ask questions and comment
with reporter Nick Penzenstadler
and investigators during a live
chat at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday at
sheboyganpress.com.
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Experts say the ongoing
case of two Sheboygan teens
convicted of murdering an el-
derly Sheboygan Falls woman
has added a layer of complex-
ity to the long-running debate
over how to handle children
charged with violent crimes.

The boys, Na-
than Paape and
Antonio Bar-
beau,both14,will
be sentenced
next month by
SheboyganCoun-
ty Circuit Court
Judge Timothy
Van Akkeren af-
ter being con-

victed of first-degree inten-
tional homicide. They each
face life in prison and a mini-
mum of 20 years behind bars
before they’re eligible for pa-
role.

The case has stirred up age-
oldquestionsaboutwhether ju-
veniles can get the help they
need when they’re tried and
punished as adults and wheth-
er doing so protects society or
actually creates additional
problems down the road.

Those questions have been
compounded with Barbeau,
who sustained a traumatic
brain injury at age10 that fam-
ily members say left him with
permanent brain damage and
likely contributed to him par-
ticipating in the Sept. 17 rob-
bery andbrutalmurder ofBar-
beau’s 78-year-old great-
grandmother, Barbara Olson.
The boys were 13 at the time.

But whether a serious brain
injury,much less one involving
an adolescent, should be con-
sidered amitigating factor in a
criminal case is something ex-
perts say the court system is
only beginning to consider.

Antonio Barbeau testifies
Wednesday, June 19, in the
murder trial for Nathan Paape.
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Damage
done
Experts consider
how head injuries
factor into juvenile
crime cases
By Josh Lintereur
jlintereur@sheboyganpress.com

See INJURIES, Page A6

Nathan
Paape

SUNDAY

RADIO DISCUSSION
OnMonday, Wisconsin Public Ra-
dio will feature I-Team reporter
Eric Litke from 4:30 to 4:45 p.m.
Litke will discuss his story that
highlighted missteps police made
in some murder investigations that
have gone cold. You can stream
the show live at
http://wpr.org/webcasting/live.cfm.
Choose an Ideas Network option.

ABOUT ‘COLD CASES’
Gannett Wisconsin Media is pub-
lishing an exclusive four-week series
called Cold Cases: Tracking Wiscon-
sin’s Unsolved Murders. Cold Cases is
the most comprehensive unsolved-
murders project of regional and state-
wide interest ever assembled in a
print and digital format. The Gannett
Wisconsin Media Investigative Team
spearheaded the project in conjunc-
tion with local reporters at all 10
Gannett Wisconsin Media news or-
ganizations, including Post-Crescent
Media. The Wisconsin Center for

Investigative Journalism in
Madison also partnered

with the newspapers.
The intent of Cold
Cases is to generate
new, valuable leads
and tips for Wiscon-
sin homicide in-
vestigators. Many of
them have hit road-
blocks or face dead-
ends.

COMINGMONDAY:
1975 disappearance of

Sturgeon Bay woman dem-
onstrates missteps by investiga-

tors.
VIDEOS ANDMORE: Follow the
four-week series in print and on
mobile, tablet and desktop at
sheboyganpress.com/cold-
cases.

SEARCH 384
CASES IN ONLINE

DATABASE
For an exclusive look at de-
tails in cold homicide cases in
Wisconsin, go to sheboy-
ganpress.com/coldcases.

Ed and Darla Rodgers, par-
ents of Green Bay Packers
starting quarterback Aaron
Rodgers, visited Sheboygan to
volunteer at the fifth annual
Miesfeld’s Lakeshore Week-
end for Kids at South Pier this
weekend.

And they were not afraid to
get their hands dirty.

“We’ve been working our
butts off,” Ed said, taking a
quick break fromvolunteering
in the“football toss”gametent.
“It’s been fun meeting every-

Rodgers’
parents
lend a hand

See EVENT, Page A2

By Tyler J. Henderson
thenderson@sheboyganpress.com

Duo volunteers
at Lakeshore
Weekend event
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Mostly cloudy with scattered
showers, mainly after 4 p.m, then
continued clouds throughout the
evening and a 40% of scattered
showers before 8 p.m.

High Low

65 54


