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W
hen a federal investigation snared a doctor illegally dis-
tributing mass quantities of prescription opiates in 2008,
Marinette drug users were in need of a new fix.

Heroin filled the void.
From 2008 to 2012, Marinette County’s heroin seizures

per capita were more than double any other county in the
state, based on cases sent to the State Crime Lab in Mil-
waukee. Heroin overdose deaths and arrests continue to
rise in the area, where employers are struggling to fill po-
sitions due to applicants’ failed drug tests.
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Mailings from a religious
sect once ledbypolygamist and
convicted rapist Warren Jeffs
are creating dilemmas for doz-
ens of Wisconsin counties, in-
cludingBrownandothers in the
region.

Communications promoting
the Fundamentalist Church of
Jesus Christ of the Latter Day
Saintshavetouchedoffadebate
inBrownCountyaboutwhether
the government should be help-
ing to distribute religious ma-
terials addressed to govern-
ment officials. They also have
spurred thecounty toreviewits

mail-handling
policies, and to
stop paying for
postage-due let-
ters.

The mailings
became an issue
in Brown this
month when Su-
pervisor Patrick

Evans complained that county
employees had improperly
openedmail intendedforsuper-
visors.Thatsparkedastreamof
emails about whether certain
county employees were al-

lowed to open others’ mail, and
whether doing so constituted
mail-tampering or protecting
supervisors from harassment.

“As a governmental agency,
wemustbeopen toreceivingall
information that is sent to us,”
saidEvans,whorepresentspart
of Green Bay’s west side. “I
realize thatWarren Jeffs is ‘out
there’ ... but does that prohibit
him from sending out informa-
tion to elected officials?”

Jeffs,afteranearlierconvic-
tion for his role in themarriage
of a14-year-old girl to her older
cousin, was sentenced to life in
prison in 2011 for sexually as-
saulting an underage follower
he called his “bride.” He re-
signed as church president in
2007,but isreportedtocontinue
to influence what the church
does.

Despite Jeffs’ imprison-
ment, the church continues to
send materials to local govern-
ment officials in Wisconsin,
Iowa andMinnesota, according
to news reports and a surveyby
Brown County Clerk Sandy Ju-
no.Somecountiessaytheyhave
enacted policies refusing to ac-
cept mailings from the group,
but others believe they don’t
have the right to interfere.

The most-re-
cent mailing to
Brown County
contained a few
pages of Bible
verses, said
Board Chairman
PatrickMoynihan
Jr.Butsomecoun-

tyworkers said amailing about
fivemonthsagoincludedBibles
or books that appeared similar
to Bibles.

In emails to Juno, a Shawano
County official called the the
mailings “an unbelievable
amount of junk.” Kenosha
County officials “were inundat-
ed,” the county clerk wrote.
“This must cost them a for-
tune!” marveled a Waupaca
County employee.

Some counties said they
have written to the church ask-
ing them to stop. But Manito-

Return to sender? Polygamist’s
mailings a dilemma for counties
By Doug Schneider
Press-Gazette Media

» SeeMAILINGS, A6

VIDEO ONLINE
Click the link with this story to
learn more about how the
county is responding to the
church mailings.
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Young dads. Old dads. Wise
dads. Learning dads.

All kinds of dads are out
there. And today is their day.

Press-Gazette Media report-
ers spoke to some of the amaz-
ing fathers in the Green Bay
area about parenting.

»We asked what it’s like to
be the mom and the dad. To
have shared custody of chil-
dren. Or to be raising girls and
young women in this era of
empowerment when Facebook
COO Sheryl Sandberg is telling
professional women to “Lean
In.” See our stories on A-3.

» In Sunday Life, readers
share the best advice their
dads ever gave them and the
classic sayings they still re-
member. See their takes on
D-1.

FATHER’S
DAY SCOOP
Some amazing
dads give us their
take on parenting
Press-Gazette Media


