
‘LOT OF
LAPSES’

FORMER PACKER’S CHARITY
WORK RAISES QUESTIONS

Former Green Bay Packer LeRoy Butler talks earlier this month about his involvement in his charities,
which have filed only one tax return in the past decade. GARY C. KLEIN/GANNETT WISCONSIN MEDIA

L
eRoyButler’s charities have filed only one tax return in the past
decade, but that hasn’t stopped the retired Green Bay Packers
safety fromholding several fundraisers annually and reported-
ly taking in hundreds of thousands of dollars in donations.

The fundraisers continued throughout a seven-year span
when Butler says he didn’t have a charity and later after one of his char-
ities had its tax-exempt status revoked.Butler also continues to advertise
for-profit ventures on his charity website and says he has taken appear-
ance fees for participating in his own foundation’s events.

“His foundations look to be run more like a hobby or small business
ratherthanacharitableorganization,”saidDanielBorochoff,presidentof
CharityWatch, a Chicago-based charity watchdog group that has investi-
gated charities since 1992. “A charitable organization is going to have
more in the way of controls and proper reporting to the government.
There’s a lot of lapses here.”

The Gannett Wisconsin Media Investigative Team analyzed Butler’s
charitywork as part of a broad examination ofmore than 50 charities tied
toWisconsin athletes, andhiswas theonly active charitywithout a consis-
tent recent filing history. The series examines the efficiency, structure
and impact of athlete charities.

LEROY BUTLER
CHARITIES
TIMELINE

1999: While still play-
ing for the Packers,
LeRoy Butler founds
the LeRoy Butler Foun-
dation based in his
hometown of Jackson-
ville, Fla. Its mission:
“To assist financially
underprivileged chil-
dren.” The IRS grants it
tax-exempt status.

2001: Butler retires.

2002: The foundation
files its required annual
Form 990 with the IRS,
the last time it does so.

2003: Butler says he
shut down the founda-
tion around this year,
though the IRS was
never notified.

2004: The state of
Florida dissolves the
foundation for failing
to file a 2004 annual
report (however, the
IRS never changed the
foundation’s status and
as of today still lists it as
a valid tax-exempt
organization).

2003-present: Several
charity events are held
annually in Wisconsin
under the LeRoy Butler
Foundation name,
raising money for
breast cancer, though
no IRS returns are filed
until 2012.

2009: Butler founds
the LeRoy Butler Schol-
arship Fund based in
Racine and is granted
tax-exempt status. Its
purpose is to distribute
money to women
diagnosed with breast
cancer and to provide
scholarships for their
children.

2012: The IRS revokes
the scholarship fund’s
tax-exempt status for
failing to file a 990 for
three straight years.

2012: Butler files a
Form 990-N for 2011
saying the scholarship
fund took in less than
$50,000, meaning no
more financial details
need be reported for
that year.

2013: Butler said he
has submitted a 2012
Form 990 for the schol-
arship fund and an
application to regain its
tax-exempt status,
though he has since
said he plans to dis-
band the charity. He
provided an IRS letter
confirming receipt of
the application.

Source: IRS filings, IRS data on
Guidestar.org, interviews with

Butler, Florida Division of
Corporations

By Eric Litke | Gannett Wisconsin Media Investigative Team

See BUTLER, Page A4
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With two weeks remaining
until the scheduled end of Post-
Crescent Media’s “Stock the
Shelves” Do It! Community
Challenge, the $270,000 cam-
paign needs a strong 11th-hour
push.

To date, $213,991.06 — 79.2
percent of the goal — has been
received by the Community
Foundation for the Fox Valley
Region, with half of that from
four major partners who are
matching all donations up to
$120,000.

“Wehave twoweeks left, and
we’re a little more than $13,000
short of meeting the full match
of our partners,” said Dan Flan-
nery, Post-Crescent Media’s ex-
ecutive editor. “It would be
great forus tomeet that amount
this week, and head into the fi-
nal week with a lot of momen-
tum for finally reaching
$270,000.”

The annual fundraising cam-
paign — one of four annual Do
It! Community Challenges
sponsored by Post-Crescent
Media — supports the work of
25 food pantries and programs
inTheP-C’s coverage area. Last
year’s campaign collectedmore
than $285,300, as part of Gan-
nett Wisconsin Media’s 10-mar-

Final
weeks
need
a boost
Almost 80% of
$270K goal reached
to aid food pantries
Post-Crescent Media

See PANTRIES, Page A13

CHAMPIONS& CHARITY

SPECIAL
REPORT:
CHAMPIONS
& CHARITY
The Gannett Wisconsin
Media Investigative
Team analyzed 51 char-
ities tied to high-profile
athletes in Wisconsin.
The three-part series
examines the efficiency,
structure and impact of
the charities.
Today: LeRoy Butler
charity lacks IRS
reporting, transparency
Monday: Some athlete
charities struggle with
efficiency, reporting
Tuesday: Organizers
tout results, potential
of charities
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