
Men and women throughout Mara-
thon County woke up well before
dawn Saturday morning, traded
theirmorningcoffeeandpajamas

for blaze orange and camouflage, andmade
theirwayout to thewoodsforopeningdayof
gundeerhunting season.

Hunting is a favorite pastime formany in
central Wisconsin, and opening day often

sets the tonefor therest
of the season. On Satur-
day, morning fog limit-
ed visibility and a con-
sensusemergedthatthe
relatively warm weath-
er made deer less mo-

bile and thereforeharder to spot.
Korey Trowbridge covers Marathon,

Wood, Portage, Juneau and Adams counties
asaDNRwardensupervisor.Hesaidoverall,
Saturdaywasagoodopeningdayforhunters.

“Weather conditions in themorningwere
hard with the fog, but around 8:30, the sun
cameout and it turnedout tobeprettynice,”

On the
hunt

Justin Fraaza, 32, of Ringle, poses for a photo Saturday afternoon with his eight-point
buck at Kluck’s Callon Saloon in Ringle. PHOTOS BY T'XER ZHON KHA/WAUSAU DAILY HERALD

Deer hunters find
success on mild,
foggy season opener

GUN DEER SEASON BEGINS INWISCONSIN

By Katie Hoffman |Wausau Daily Herald
khoffman@wdhprint.com

Louie Merriam, 34, of Wausau

See HUNT, Page 12A

Dylan Klimpke tags a young buck

Pat Meyer, 62, of Rib Mountain
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A Merrill woman ac-
cused of killing two people
in a drunken-driving crash
likely would spend far less
time behind bars than the

98 years she
faces if con-
victed, in
part because
judges often
are lenient
sentencing
those who
have lost
friends or
familymem-

bers in the crashes, legal
experts say.

Ashley Baumann, 25, of
Merrill is accused of driv-
ing drunk in the early
morninghoursofJune7af-
ter she and three friends
spent the night drinking

In fatal OWI,
‘there can’t be
any winners’
Drunken drivers who kill friends
often receive lenient sentences

By Shereen Skola
Wausau Daily Herald
sskola@wdhprint.com

OTHER PENDING
DRUNKEN-DRIVING
HOMICIDE CASES
»William R. Bowden, 30,
of Stratford is charged in
Marathon County Circuit
Court in the Jan. 7 death
of Timothy Spindler, 34,
of Stratford. Police say
Bowden was driving
when the two went ice
fishing and their vehicle
broke through the ice.
» Tyler Deal, 21, of La
Crosse is charged in
Marathon County Circuit
Court in the Feb. 26
death of Paige Delo, 22,
of Loyal. Police said Deal
was driving on Highway
V in the town of Spencer
when he lost control of
his vehicle and crashed.
Delo, a passenger in
Deal’s vehicle, was pro-
nounced dead at the
scene.

See SENTENCE, Page 12A

Ashley
Baumann

MERRILL — When New
Testament Church in
Merrill held a one-day
mobile food pantry last
week, volunteers were
armed with enough food
for about 1,000 people.

But they didn’t expect
the line of people to
stretch down the block or
for people to start lining
up more than an hour be-
fore the doors opened to
pick up the chicken, pota-
toes, bread, crackers and
vegetables the church
was offering.

“The line went out the
door and down the park-

ing lot. We almost had a
traffic jam,” New Testa-
ment Church Pastor Pam
Hohman said. “It was a
sight to behold; it almost
brought tears to your
eyes.”

The church hosted the
mobile food pantry with
thehelpofFeedingAmer-
ica, a national hunger
charitywith foodbanks in
Madison and Milwaukee.

People line up outside of New Testament Church on
Thursday to get food from a mobile food pantry.
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Food needs
in Merrill rise

By Carolyn Tiry
Wausau Daily Herald
ctiry@wdhprint.com

See HUNGER, Page 4A
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