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I
n 2005, dozens ofWisconsin officials gathered at a new resort on
Lake Michigan. Sheboygan’s Blue Harbor Resort was a case
study for revitalizing Wisconsin’s waterfronts, representing
millions of dollars in private investment and the promise of jobs
and tourism dollars.

Eight years later, Wisconsin hasn’t come up with a blueprint
for making that happen. That lack of success continues to sym-
bolize a lost opportunity for manyWisconsin communities with
empty or abandoned waterfront land, including former sites of
heavy manufacturing or industry.

“In a state looking for job
creation and that’s concerned
about how you bring business
here, the one thing you can nev-
er lose is the water,” said Art
Harrington, a Milwaukee attor-
ney who has worked on water-
front development. “That is the
value of figuring out how to do
this.”

Though federal and Wiscon-
sin experts on land develop-
ment began arguing a decade
ago that rehabilitating water-
fronts is key to both the state
and local economy, multiple ef-
forts to increase some commu-
nities’ odds of succeeding have
fallen short.

So while Milwaukee’s down-
town riverfront is often hailed

as a model for taking industrial
waterfront from eyesore to at-
traction, North Fond du Lac of-
ficials nixed a resort project on
the western shore of Lake Win-
nebago. Andwhile Oshkosh cel-
ebrated the re-opening of a ren-
ovated waterfront hotel this
spring, a hotel-condominium
project proposed in 2005 on
Lake Winnebago was delayed
and ultimately died.

In both cases, local officials
fault the economy and timing.
But there was also confusion
and conflict between state and
local authorities that helped de-
rail the lakefront projects.
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WATERFRONT PROJECTS SLOW TO A TRICKLE

By Kathleen Foody | Gannett Wisconsin Media Investigative Team

See DEVELOP, Page 9A
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public. That might be
landowners, might be the
public hunter and the
tribes. We’re assisting in
management, not dictat-
ing management.”

Under the proposed
changes, deer popula-
tions would be managed
under deer management
assistance programs, or
DMAPs, something Kroll
implemented successful-
ly in Texas. Under
DMAPs, private landown-
ers can pay a fee to the
DNR to receive assis-
tance to help them man-
age deer populations on
their land. Under the pro-
posal, the statewould hire
a DMAP coordinator this
fall who would begin im-
plementing the practice.

Andy Pantzlaff, presi-
dent of the United Sports-
men of Wisconsin and a
member of the DMAP

volvement so they and
others affected by deer
populations feel that
they’re part of the proc-
ess, not a subject of it.

“Assistance is the key
word,” Kroll said, “Who
are we assisting? The

There has been a lot of
mistrust between the
public and the Wisconsin
Department of Natural
Resources. And James
Kroll, the governor-ap-
pointed deer trustee for
the state, hopes to over-
come that problem with a
new management plan
that involves a lot of local
input.

Kroll spoke Saturday
at the University of Wis-
consin-Stevens Point
Laird Room as members
of the deer trustee’s ac-
tion teams explained
their plans for managing
the state’s deer popula-
tion. The action teams are
charged with implement-
ing recommendations
based on Kroll’s 2012 re-

port, which looks at ways
in which deer populations
are counted, and how
hunts are licensed and re-
searched.

The bottom line, action
team members said:
Hunters want local in-

team, said the practice is
meant to get landowners
more involved in the
process instead of feeling
like they’re being told
what to do.

“It’s about the DNR

working with landowners
to decide — not dictate,
but decide — how to man-
age their deer popula-
tions,” Pantzlaff said.

State deer czar hopes to overcome mistrust in DNR
By B.C. Kowalski
Central Wisconsin Sunday
bkowalski@gannett.com
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James Kroll, right, along with Andy Pantzlaff, center, listen
to a meeting attendee Saturday at the University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point Laird Room before the deer
trustee’s meeting. B.C. KOWALSKI/CENTRAL WISCONSIN SUNDAY


