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$30 Million in Interest Saved in 2012!

“
Our members have taken control of their finances to the tune of $30 million this year by
bringing their high-rate loans to Community First. Now it’s your turn. Give us a chance
to look at your loans and credit cards to see what savings we can help you find.

Contact us today to get started on your savings!

I’m part of the

$30 Million and

our savings is

going toward a

new car!
Tanya Wight, Member/Owner

Mission Accomplished, but not over.
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Hostess, themaker of Twinkies, is winding down its
operations after struggling to keep up with labor costs
and the changing tastes of Americans. Readmore, A7

TeamingupwithLive54218, theYhas startedFoodandFun, an initiative to battle
the childhood obesity epidemic. It is a national program that has been “tweaked” to
fit the needs of local kids. Readmore, C1

BUSINESS FAMILY TIME

Hostess asks to close Program aims to make food fun
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ONTO THE FUTURE
After serious injuries to first-round picks Derek Sherrod and
Bryan Bulaga, Packers GM Ted Thompson could be compelled to
draft a tackle with a high pick in 2013. » PACKERS PREVIEW

MOSTLY SUNNY HIGH 48 LOW 36 e PAGE A12

WI-5001557560*SEE STORE FOR DETAILS OR VISIT WWW.STEINGG.COM

GGAARRDDEENNSS && GGIIFFTTSS
FEED THE HUNGRY & SAVE

GIVE THE GIFT OF FOOD

SAVE 20% OFF EVERYTHING
IN THE STORE!*

Bring in a non-perishable food item in exchange for a 20% off any single item coupon.

M
ADISON—Gov. Scott Walker’s decision to hand off cre-
ationofanonlinemarketplace toconnectWisconsincon-
sumers with private health insurance providers riled
Democrats and others who hoped he would support a

state-run exchange despite his opposition to the federal law.
ButWalker stayed true to his longtime opposition to President Ba-

rackObama’sAffordable CareAct, derided byRepublicans as “Oba-
macare,” with his decision Friday to joinwith other Republican gov-
ernors in ceding authority for creating the exchanges to the federal
government.
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HOW PEOPLE GET HEALTH COVERAGE

UNDER THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT
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! In some cases, children may be
eligible for public coverage through
Medicaid or CHIP while their
parents are covered through an
employer or an Exchange.

! Undocumented immigrants are
ineligible for Medicaid and may not
purchase coverage in an Exchange
or receive a tax credit.

! In general, people are required
to obtain coverage or pay a penalty,
but those whose health insurance
premiums exceed 8% of family

income (after tax credits or
employer contributions are taken
into account ) will not be penalized
if they choose not to purchase
coverage.

! Final regulations specifying how
dependents of workers with
employer coverage available are
treated have not yet been issued.
Draft rules indicate that the
affordability of employer coverage
(i.e., whether it costs more than
9.5% of income) will be based on
the required premium for a single
worker rather than family coverage.

! Small businesses may choose
to buy insurance through newly
created SHOP Exchanges or
directly from insurers.

! The poverty level in
2011 is $10,890 for a
single individual and
$22,350 for a family of
four.

! In 2010 employees
paid $899 on average
towards the cost of single
coverage in an employer
plan and $3,997 for a
family of four.

! Some states may have
higher income eligibility
levels for Medicaid.
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HEALTHCARE
HEADACHES
WALKER TO LET FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT RUN EXCHANGES

» See HEALTH, A4

By Scott Bauer | Associated Press

Wisconsin politicians have
mixedviewsonhowbest toad-
dresstheimpendingeconomic
crisis known as the “fiscal
cliff.”

President Barack Obama
andcongressional leadersmet
Friday to begin hashing out a
deal, and both sides say they

are confident an
agreement will
be reached be-
fore the end-of-
year deadline.

U.S. Rep.
Reid Ribble, R-
Sherwood, and
Sen.-elect Tam-
myBaldwin also
said theybelieve
a deal will be
made to avoid a
potential crisis
caused by the
end of Bush-era
tax cuts and
large across-
the-board

spending cuts to the Pentagon
and domestic programs.

Ribble said decreasing
business expenditures and tax
reform should all play into a
deal worked out to avoid the
fiscal cliff, but said increasing
revenue “doesn’t move the
needlemuch.”

“You have to be careful on
how you do it,” Ribble said.
“Neither side wants the coun-
try to go over ... therehas to be
discussiononwhatneeds tobe
removed from the spending
side, (I’m) anxious to seewhat
he has to say there ... Taxing
the wealthy more, that’s all
well and good, but doesn’t get
us very far.”

Still, “revenue has to be on
the table,” he said. “There
might be a disagreement on
how to get revenue.”

Baldwin, a Madison Demo-
cratic currently serving in the
House of Representatives,
said the result of the negotia-
tionswillhaveanimpact inter-
nationally.

“Thepresidenthasbeenre-
elected and the voters have

“You have to be
careful on how you
do it. Neither side

wants the
country to go over.”

REID RIBBLE,
R-Sherwood

Some hope,
this time,
to bypass
‘fiscal cliff’
Ribble, Baldwin
believe deal
will be finalized
ByMaria Amante
Green Bay Press-Gazette

» See FISCAL, A2

Baldwin

Ribble

U.S. Sen.-elect Tammy Baldwin
says she is “disappointed” in Gov.
Scott Walker’s decision to forgo set-
ting up a state-run health insurance
exchangeandinsteadrelyonthefed-
eral government for the virtualmar-
ketplace.

Many of Baldwin’s Republican
counterparts, however, supported
the move.

Walker’sdecisionwasnotsurpris-
ing tomany,givenhisand theRepub-
lican party’s opposition to the Af-
fordable Care Act.

State reaction falls
mostly along
political party lines

» See REACTION, A4

ByMaria Amante
Green Bay Press-Gazette


