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Packed with information, and filled with unique

images that range from rare documentary 

photographs and artwork to maps and personal

artifacts, this new series is simply riveting. The

biographies feature first-person accounts and

dramatic events related in an intimate and

accessible style, perfect for readers ages 9 and

up. Helpful sidebars, timelines, and glossary 

definitions will enhance understanding of 

history’s most fascinating figures.

All of the Sterling Biography authors are 

seasoned experts, experienced in children’s 

non-fiction. They range from Marie Hodge 

(John F. Kennedy: Voice of Hope), and national

Magazine Award-winning writer, to Victoria

Garrett Jones (Eleanor Roosevelt: A Courageous

Spirit), a former National Geographic researcher

and Roosevelt docent.

This well-priced, stunningly produced series

begins with Presidents and First Ladies, and 

will continue with Inventors and Innovative

Thinkers, Influential African-American Leaders,

and Explorers.

Bring the Bring the 
past back past back 
to life!to life!
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Sterling Biographies:
George Washington
An American Life

Laurie Calkhoven

“First in war, first in peace, and first in 
the hearts of his countrymen”—and 

first in the minds of schoolchildren, who
learn about George Washington as soon as
they begin studying American history. From
Washington’s Virginia childhood, through 
his days as a soldier and general, to his 
inauguration as the first president of the
brand-new United States, and into retirement,
this biography captures the full breadth and
achievements of his life. It covers both the
personal and the private, reveals his views on
everything from governmental power to the
abolition of slavery, and separates fascinating
truth from well-worn legend—including that
infamous, but false, tale about chopping
down the cherry tree. 

Sterling Biographies:
Eleanor Roosevelt
A Courageous Spirit

Victoria Garrett Jones

Tireless worker, skillful negotiator, bold
spokesperson for the rights of all

humankind: More than a century after her
birth, Eleanor Roosevelt remains one of the
most admired women the world has ever
known. Her development from timid and
uncertain young woman to confident, coura-
geous adult capable of dealing with both per-
sonal tragedy and public notoriety makes an
inspiring story—especially for female readers.
Stepping in to keep her husband’s political
career alive while he battled the after effects of
polio, she ultimately transformed the role of
First Lady from figurehead to activist, and set
a new standard by which all her successors
have been judged.
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Sterling Biographies:
Thomas Jefferson
Architect of Freedom

Rita Thievon Mullin

One of the great thinkers of all time,
Thomas Jefferson helped shape America

in its early years, and his ideas continue to
inspire us today. His amazing contributions
include not only writing the Declaration of
Independence, but his actions as the United
States’ third president, as well as
his influence as a 
scientist,
inventor,
farming 
pioneer, and 
educator. The
engrossing life
of this founding
father is fully
captured in this
richly detailed
biography, from
Jefferson’s childhood
in a simple wooden
farmhouse in Virginia
through his careers in
law, diplomacy, and pol-
itics, in addition to his
marriage to his beloved
Martha and the family
tragedies they endured. 

Sterling Biographies:
John F. Kennedy
Voice of Hope

Marie Hodge

Although John Fitzgerald Kennedy’s 
presidency lasted less than three years

before an assassin’s bullet killed him in 
Dallas, Texas, he had a lasting impact upon
the world. Youthful, charming, and articulate,
he—and his sophisticated wife Jackie—sym-
bolized hope and optimism in a time of tur-
moil. Young readers will find themselves fasci-
nated by this biography of one of America’s
most popular leaders, which explores JFK’s
privileged childhood and tight-knit family;
wartime heroism, after a Japanese destroyer
sunk the patrol boat he commanded; and
political accomplishments, which began in
Congress and eventually led him to the U.S.
presidency—the youngest man ever elected to
that office.
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Sterling Biographies:
Abraham Lincoln
From Pioneer to President

E. B. Phillips

Honest Abe, The Great Emancipator, 
The Martyr: Abraham Lincoln was 

perhaps America’s greatest president. He 
is also deeply beloved by many, who are 
inspired by Lincoln’s unwavering sense of 
justice and willingness to fight for his beliefs.
Young readers will marvel at Lincoln’s path to

greatness from his humble beginnings as a
poor Illinois rail splitter up through his
election as America’s 16th President, and
into the dark days of the Civil War lead-
ing to his tragic assassination. In addi-
tion to background on his childhood
and his marriage to Mary Todd,
numerous sidebars provide simple
explanations to relevant historical
events such as the Dred Scott
Decision and the Mexican Wars.

Sterling Biographies:
Franklin Delano Roosevelt
A National Hero

Sudipta Bardhan-Quallen

Franklin Delano Roosevelt was the only
four-term president in American history,

and the man who fearlessly guided the United
States through both the Great Depression and
the Second World War. Although left partially
paralyzed by polio, he persevered and became
a powerful leader during a difficult period in
U.S. history. This fascinating biography cap-
tures all the drama of FDR’s life and times:
his privileged, but somewhat lonely child-
hood; his marriage to Eleanor, who opened
his eyes to social injustice; his introduction to
public office; his struggle to stay in politics in
spite of his physical disabilities; and the
daunting task of being president in a time of
national and global turmoil. 


