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sun and the city
Cookers, water heaters, lights, electricity...urban India is successfully 

adapting the myriad applications spawned by       solar power

Feeding The MulTiTude
Feeding hordes of devotees can be challeng-
ing, especially for a temple like the Tirumala 
Tirupati Devasthanam. The temple’s sprawl-
ing kitchens used to drink up 118,000 litres 
of diesel a year. Then, a few years ago, it in-
stalled a solar steam-cooking system, the 
world’s largest, at a cost of Rs 1.1 crore. The 
parabolic mirror concentrator system, built 
by Gujarat-based Gadhia Solar, is connected 
to a steam pipeline that goes into the kitchen, 
and helps churn out 30,000 meals a day.

green Vendors
Solar lighting has helped Lakshmi, a veg-
etable vendor in Bangalore’s Malleswaram 
market, earn more by staying open late. It 
has also resulted in a greater inflow of pa-
trons into the market. Lakshmi purchased 
a lighting system for Rs 12,000 from Banga-
lore-based SELCO Solar, which also helped 
structure a bank loan linked to her cash 
flows. Other vendors prefer renting solar 
lamps on a daily (evening) basis from en-
trepreneurs spawned by SELCO. 

PowerFul Colony
The Rabirashmi Abasan in 
New Town, Kolkata, is India’s 
first housing complex with so-
lar generation and net meter-
ing, which allows a household 
to generate and sell power to 
the grid, and also draw from 
it if need be. The roof of each 
bungalow is actually an array 
of 16 PV modules of 125 W 
each, making a 2 kW system. 
The colony’s 25 bungalows and 
the community centre boast a 
capacity of 58 kW, all put to-
gether by Germany’s Conergy 
and the West Bengal Renewable 
Energy Development Agency.

hoT waTer baby
Solar water heating is not an 
option for apartment buyers 
in Magarpatta City, a town-
ship in Pune; it comes with the 
flat. This township has installed 
5,262 solar plates on its apart-
ment blocks for Rs 10 crore. 
The system saves 1.06 crore 
kWh of power, amounting to 
cost savings of Rs 4.27 crore a 
year. The additional cost per 
apartment is Rs 16,000-20,000, 
a tiny portion of the total cost. 
A household can recover this 
amount in 24-30 months, as the 
system helps save around 40% 
on energy costs.
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