
You Are Invited to the Ultimate Ceramics Event...

�e Ceramics Annual of America

Our goal is to encourage the education and enrichment of the public, thereby pro-
moting awareness of the ceramics community, cultivating a fertile art market, and 
supporting the field by fostering new collectors and enthusiasts involved in the 
contemporary ceramics movement. 

The Ceramics Annual of America (CAA) is an ambitious exhibition, 
mounted to spotlight the quality and diversity of the contemporary 
ceramics field.  The first event of its kind in the United States, the 
annual is modeled on the Ceramic Biennales held in Europe, 
Korea, Japan and China.  CAA will provide a comprehensive, 
contemporary survey of ceramic art, increasing exposure and 
strengthening market demand for the medium. 

The CAA board of dedicated artists, educators and curators 
share a desire to invest in the future of the ceramic field by 
honoring recent history and focusing attention on the work of 
contemporary artists. CAA’s curatorial committee is currently 
reviewing work by contemporary ceramics artists for inclu-
sion in the exhibition, which also will feature works by pre-
eminent pioneers like Peter Voulkos, Robert Arneson, Stephen 
De Staebler, Richard Shaw, Viola Frey, Richard Notkin, and 
John Mason, as well as contemporary works by Bill Abright, 
Steve Allen, Wesley Anderegg, Jennifer Brazelton, Jeff Down-
ing, Arthur Gonzalez, Michelle Gregor, Michael Lucero, Susan-
nah Israel, Margaret Keelan, David Kuraoka, Katherine McBride, 
Karl McDade, Mark Messenger, Tomoko Nakazato, Kevin Nierman, 
Mary O’Brien, Lisa Reinertson, Andy Ruble, Tiffany Schmierer, Nancy 
Selvin, Bar Shacterman, Esther Shimazu, Claudia Tarantino, Clayton 

Thiel, John Toki, Monica Van den Dool, 
Sue Whitmore and Cindy Williamson.
This cohesive, fine art exhibition will be held 
in September 2010 in the Herbst Pavilion at Fort 
Mason. Home to prestigious exhibitions, including Arts 
of Pacific Asia and American Craft Council, Fort Mason will of-
fer a breathtaking backdrop to an impressive survey of American 
ceramics. As the site chosen for this event, Fort Mason embodies the 
essence of San Francisco—its nearness to nature, combined with 
the novel architecture, gives a nod to the past and offers a dose 
of the different in an oversaturated marketplace. Although this is a 
national survey, the presence of ceramic luminaries still resonates 
in San Francisco. Northern California, epicenter of the infamous 

California Funk and abstract expressionist movement of the sixties 
and seventies, continues to foster an impressive population of both 
young and established artists. San Francisco’s De Young Museum has 

recently expanded its ceramic wing, not to mention that the city 
houses some of the finest private ceramics collections in 

the nation. Ranked as 12 in a list of the country’s 50 
most expensive zip codes, as well as claiming 

forty-seven residents of the Forbes 400 List of 
the richest people in America, San Francisco 

provides a perfectly receptive atmosphere 
for the collection of fine art ceramics. 

The Ceramics Annual of America grew out of the legacy of 
California’s largest educational clay conference, the California 
Conference for the Advancement of Ceramic Arts. This exhi-
bition highlights the accomplishments of our state’s college 
professors and arts instructors, as well as well-known and 
up-and-coming artists from around the world, who have 
committed themselves to making this event a reality. Three 
decades ago, there were few major ceramic programs 
at the Junior, City and State College levels; the dominant 
instructors being Peter Voulkos at University of California 
Berkeley, Viola Frey at the California College of Arts and 
Crafts, Robert Arneson at University of California Davis, 
Ruth Rippon at Sacramento State, Ron Nagle at Mills Col-
lege, and Richard Shaw at the San Francisco Art Institute.  

With a new generation of active scholars teaching the ce-
ramic arts, students are finding inspiration in the passion and 

creativity of contemporary, practicing educators.
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