| Equipment Analysis

TASK CLAR\F\CAT\ON

WEIGH IT ALL:

To make sense of the weight of a fully
loaded fishing kayak, the designer
analysed all equipment weights and
yolumes. This process highlighted
equipment that was heavier than
first  expected, and allowed for a
real understanding of volumes and
proportions that the design would
need to cater for. The weight Of
equipment were grouped together to
visualize and make comparisons, and
identify areas where compromises
could be made to lessen weight
carried.

ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT:

This exercise highlighted that some
equipment could be improved to
contribute  to the lightness of the
overall product. Key areas of weight
reduction up for investigation include
the trolley, battery and motor, cooling
and storage areas for fish, rod holders
and moulded plastic equipment, and
the main seat. There also needs to
be a better gistribution of weight to
help centre the balance on the kayak.
sourcing  of appropriate alternate
lightweight materials Of redesign of
the item itself are ways to address this
issue.
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