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T
hey  say  that  heroes  get  remembered,  but  legends  never  die.  It’s  been  20  years  since  the  world  lost  

Ebony, The  
Village  Celebration  

to  remember  her   than   in  a  setting  where  

people   were   gathering   to   celebrate   her  

commemorate   Dr.   Barnett’s   position   as  

was   already   renowned   nationally   as   an  

innovative  administrator  and  scholar  who  

THE BEGINNINGS

Dr. Barnett was born on May 21, 1942, in Charlottesville, Virginia, to Dewey Ross and Mary (Douglas) 
Ross, and raised in Bu!alo, New York. A"er she graduated from Bennett High School in 1959, Dr. Barnett 
studied political science at Antioch College and graduated with an A.B. (Bachelor of Arts degree) in 1964. 
She then received both a master’s degree and a Doctor of Philosophy degree in political science, from the 
University of Chicago in 1972. Dr. Barnett went on to teach political science at the University of Chicago, 
Princeton University, Columbia University and Howard University before becoming vice chancellor for 
academic a!airs at City University of New York from 1983 to 1986.

During her time as a professor at various universities, Dr. Barnett managed to edit or write #ve books.. Her 
book !e Politics of Cultural Nationalism in South India, published by Princeton University Press in 1976, 
won the Ralph J. Bunche Award on cultural pluralism from the American Political Science Association.
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It wasn’t long before Dr. Barnett came into her next role, a role that would forever cement her to legendary 
status: Chancellor of the UMSL.

THE VISIONARY

A headstrong and energetic leader who always aspired to ful#ll every goal she set for herself, Dr. Barnett did 
not hesitate to turn UMSL into what it is today during her tenure as chancellor. One of her #rst achievements 
was breaking the school’s fundraising records. During her #rst month at UMSL, John Ashcro", then 
governor of Missouri, vetoed a bill that would expand UMSL’s $omas Je!erson Library. Subsequently, 

Ashcro" gave Dr. Barnett a challenge: if she raised $1.2 
million, he would approve the remaining $4.8 million 
needed for the library’s expansion. $is seemed like an 
impossible feat as UMSL had only raised $30,000 at 
any given time. But Dr. Barnett not only accepted the 
challenge, she accomplished it and never looked back.

that  metropolitan  universities  should  address  regional  

needs   by   connecting   community   and   campus  

must   be   developed   and  

technological  leadership.  

It  is  the  unique  privilege  

universities   to   have   the   mandate   to   provide  

educational   opportunity   and   access   to   diverse  

populations.”  

To   achieve   this,   Dr.   Barnett   launched   the  

mathematics   and   science   literacy   among  

and  high  school  students  access  to  educational  

services   on   campus.   Since   its   inception,   the  

program   has   continued   to   grow,   and   now   has  

roughly  3,000  student  participants  annually.  

“The legend of Marguerite Ross Barnett looms large at the 

University of Missouri-­St. Louis, as well it should”  

-­ Thomas F. George
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impeccable   salesperson   who   almost   singlehandedly  

USML  Magazine

“Her   message,   to   the   corporations   especially,   was  

that  disadvantaged   students  were  not  going   to  move   into   science  and   technology  given   their  high   school  

programs.  She  was  the  right  person  at  the  right  time.”

increased.

recognition,  Dr.  Barnett  never   let   that   racial  distinction  

university.  To  end   that  conversation,   she  would   turn   to  
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among  business,  education  and  community  leaders,  was  established.

developed   a   blood   disorder   involving   hypoglycemia   and   metastatic  

Marguerite  Ross  Barnett  Memorial  Scholarship  was  subsequently  set  up  

in  her  honor.

partnerships  she  created  to  ensure  their  progress.”

set  in  stone.
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“There is a pool of potential talent, which is under-­

utilized in our society now ... that talent must be 

developed and encouraged ...”  

-­ Dr. Marguerite Ross Barnett
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