
The Ewings

Bill and Jane Ewing are developing a retirement house in Vero Beach, FL.  Jane is a retiring New 
York City lawyer while Bill is finally ending his 52 year run as a sports loving stunt man and football 

coach.  Their distinctly different careers have lead to an amazing life together that’s been filled 
with trips around the world and fond memories of political activism.  They’ve chosen to retire to 
Florida so that they could be closer to their two grandchildren, son and daughter - in - law.  Bill 
plans on enjoying the Florida weather and teaching his  grandchildren football while Jane is 
hoping to becoming a member of the Vero Beach Historical Society.  Both are looking forward to 
retirement, and to the next chapter of their adventure together.

Given the project’s request to develop a residence for a retiring couple I believed that the 
home should reflect their eclectic personalities and their exciting careers as a stunt man/

football coach and New York City lawyer.  I chose to use neutral color palettes throughout 
the room with pops of colors coming from fabrics, lighting and accessories.  I also hoped to 
accommodate all additional requests such as adhering to ADA standards, incorporating green 
and sustainable design tactics and ideas, and including an enclosed pool as well as a lanai.  They 
also hoped for two guest bedrooms with at least one being designed for their two grandchildren.  
In addition to their requests I felt it was important to incorporate proper hurricane precautions 
given their southern and coastal location.
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My Design 
Challenge:

Defining a design 
style in a home 

can be a difficult 
task; look to whom 

is occupying 
the space for 

inspiration.  Your 
client’s personalities, 

tales of their 
past adventures, 

and hopes of 
adventures to come 

can easily be the 
source of inspiration 

for any project.



Floor Plan

The glass enclosed 
pool has plantation 

styled windows on 
it’s round social 

grouping patio spots 
to allow for outdoor 

air to circulate 
throughout the 

space.

All entrances into the home have been 
ramped according to ADA guidelines to 
increase resale value as well as to serve 

as precautions just in case something 
happens to the residents and living 

adjustments need to be made.

A jack-and-jill styled 
bathroom has been 

positioned between the 
two guest bedrooms as a 

space-saving solution.

A french drain encircling the 
entire house was a hurricane 
precaution that turned into 

a sustainable living idea: 
all storm water collected in 
the french drain would be 

diverted to a storage tank to 
be used as irrigation water 

at a later time.
Native plants will be 
used for landscaping 
purposes.  Some plant 
options include (as 
shown from top to 
bottom):
- Slash Pine
- Myrtle Oak and
- Sea Grape Tree

Landscaping 
Notes:

Floor Plan
NTS



Living & Dining Room

Dining Room Sideboard Dining Room Chair

Dining Room Chair
Upholstery

Sheer Curtains

Sofa Upholstery

Throw Pillow Material

Throw Pillow 
Material

York Wall covering
Entryway Wallpaper Living and Dining 

Room Paint
By Sherwin Williams

Dining Room Table
with glass table top

Dining Room Lighting

Dining Room Dishes
Living Room Accessory

In the living room and dining 
room the Ewings requested 

to have most of their 
furniture from their previous 
residence displayed.  Their 

high end pieces with 
modern and organic flair 

were accented by dynamic 
upholstery and wall covering 

patterns in muted blues, 
neutral browns and soft 

greens.

Flooring throughout house
By Florida Tile



Grandchildren’s Guest Bedroom

The first guest bedroom was designed 
exclusively for the Ewing’s two grandsons.  
The boys are 4 and 6 and the Ewings plan 

on having them spend a couple weeks over 
the summer and some weekends during 
the school year at their new home.  They 

want the bedroom to be a home away from 
home, and a space that can grow with the 

boys.

End of Bed Stool

Dressers

Guest Beds

Night stand

Ceiling Paint

Wall Paint

Window wall paint

Black Out Curtains

Guest Bedroom Rug

Bedspread

Bed upholstery



Master Bedroom

Wall Covering

Headboard Upholstery

Pendant Lighting

Chair and Ottoman

Chair Upholstery

Drapery 

African Sculpture

Display Artwork
By randy Hibbard

For the master bedroom the challenge 
was creating a place that was the 

home’s home base - everything else in 
the house needed to refer back to this 
room so that the Ewings could have a 

space that attempted to reflect all of their 
adventures together.  The room highlights 

their new life together in Vero Beach, 
their slick northeastern style, and their 

worldly travels by highlighting all of those 
elements eclectically off a neutral palette. 

Dresser

Ceiling Paint

Wall Paint

Nightstand



Lanai
Backyard into Lanai PerspectiveOutdoor Up lighting

Pillows

Pillows

Upholstery

The lanai was designed to 
be used in segments - an 

intimate sitting area, a 
large sitting area and the 
in ground pool.  Multiple 

uses of the space allow for 
the space to be used more 

regularly.Intimate sitting 
group


