
Vessel Overview
This vessel was designed in a style representative 
of the Dada time period which was an anti-war 
response to World War II. Specifically the vessel 
follows the style of the New York artists who cre-
ated art out of found objects. Some artists like 
Marcel Duchamp chose to use mass-produced 
objects and slightly modify them to cre-
ate art, such as his signed urinal; he 
called these projects Readymades. 
Other artists such as Man Ray and 
Raoul Hausmann chose to combine 
typical household items into one ob-
ject as a form of art. This vessel was 
not designed to hold anything because 
the Dada artists chose to create art for art’s 
sake instead of for a specific purpose.

Vessel Description
Many of the Dada works were created based 
on an idea first and then various objects were 
found and combined to create the appropriate 
symbolism. Following the Dada mindset, this 
vessel was created with the intentions of being 
an anti-war medal with a protective case. The 
medal is a play on a typical military medal of 
honor. Instead of creating a medal that would be 
awarded in the case of courage or exceptional 
service, this medal would be awarded to 
cowardly soldiers who only think of themselves. 
This follows the Dada ideals of anti-war as well 
as creating something a bit offensive and out 
of the ordinary. The medal is encased in a box 
collaged out of old Dada-style newspapers. 

The medal is designed in a star shape and 
it is made out of nails and soda can tabs as 
well as other miscellaneous items. It is meant to 
look as if it was made out of things that could 
have been found anywhere while still looking 
carefully constructed. Although the Dada artists 
used random materials they used everything for 
a reason and put together their art carefully, this 
vessel represents this ideal.

The box was created out of cardboard to give 
it a cheap look and was then covered with 
newsprint to follow the style of the collaged 
Dada artwork.

Above: Marcel Duchamp, Fountain 1917

Right: Raoul Hausmann, ABCD (Self-
Portrait) 1923-1924

Left: Raoul Hausmann, Mechanical Head 1920

Below: Hannah Höch, Meine 
Haussprüche 1922

Introducing the Medal of Cowardice
The Medal of Cowardice is one of the lowest 
forms of military decoration awarded by the 
United States government. It is bestowed on a 
member of the United States armed forces who 
distinguishes himself conspicuously by faint-heart-
ed cowering and trepidation while engaged 
in an action against an enemy of the United 
States. The deed must have been performed out 
of personal fear and spineless behavior so as to 
clearly distingiush the individual below his or her 
comrades and must have involved no risk of life.  
Because of the nature of its criteria, the medal is 
often awarded after dismissal from service.

Members of all branches of the U.S. military 
are eligible to receive the medal. It is often 

presented personally to the recipient or, 
in the case of posthumous awards, it is 

simply thrown out. Due to its extremely 
low status, the medal has no special 

protection under U.S. law. 

Above (left to right): Front view of medal inside protective 
case; back view of protective case 
Rightw: Close-up view of medal

The medal features a five-pointed star made 
of nails and tipped with soda can tabs. It is 
surrounded by the top of a soda can and it is 
suspended by a brown ribbon. The center of the 
star features a beer bottle top printed with the 
word “Coward.”

The display case is deep set and made of 
high-quality cardboard. The exterior has been 
covered with old newspapers and the inside fea-
tures a delicate bubble wrap covering. The front 
of the case also features a plaque enscribed 
with the word “coward.” 
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