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Ready to put put his mark 
on the music magazine 
industry ERIC HARDEN

discusses his inspirations,
thoughts and turning a 

desire into a reality
BY MARA HUNTER



Talking about Total Eclipse, the HOT new 
magazine for and about Neosoul and R&B art-
ists, the first issue drops in August 2010; sitting 
here with Eric Hardin, the Heartbeat and very 
Soul of TE.  So Eric, tell me what inspired you 
to want to put a magazine like this out on the 
market?
The magazine thing has been something that I always 
wanted to do. I’ve always had an interest in media. I 
feel like the media has a lot of input on what goes on 
in society and I wanted to open up a different avenue 
to show a different perspective of the entertainment 
industry. You have all these mainstream entertainers 
that get a lot of notoriety, which is just due notoriety, 
but there are a lot of people out there that should 
have just as much notoriety, but don’t get the 
playtime or recognition that they deserve. That’s what 
made me want to do this.

Who are some of your favorite artists that you 
would like to see showcased in one of your
issues? 
Wow, it’s so many; I don’t think you have enough 
paper. But you know my list is versatile because I love 
music that carries weight within its message, so there’s 
Hip Hop artists like Common, The Roots, Talib Kweli, 
and Mos Def.  Then you have Maxwell, Algebra, 
Goapele, Ledisi, Jill Scott, Erykah Badu, Eric Roberson 
to dudes like DJ Wreckineyez or Kwame; dudes that 
are spinning Neo and R&B, but putting their own 
signature on cuts. I mean there’s a long list and as 
people continue to put me on to new artists, I hear 
them and at times find myself frustrated wondering 
why these artists aren’t getting the spins they deserve.  
For instance, I put together a mix once, and after I did 
it, I realized that was the type of music I really vibed 
with. It became one of the most requested mixes I’d 
ever made. And from that, I had an experience that 
confirmed the concept of Total Eclipse.  I went to the 
barbershop one day and as soon as I opened the door, 
what greeted me were the sounds of my mix.  For me 
it was simple, “If you build it, they will come”.
 
Speaking of mixing, were you or have you DJ’d 
previously or was it just an experimental stage 
during the Hip Hop era that pulled you in?
It’s funny, I’ve DJ’d since I was a kid. Even before 
turntables, there was something we use to do called 
“Pause Mixing” and what it was, was you would have 
a dual cassette deck and you’re mixing and blending; 
your holding the button between tape 1 and tape 2 
and trying to blend two songs together. You know, 
stuff like that. One day, I was over a friend’s house 
and we were playing, “Doo Wop Diddy” and I was 
tapping on the turntable making it stutter and my boy 

was like, “Why you scratching my record?” and I said, 
“I’m not scratching your record.” And he was like, 
“That’s what it’s called, ‘Scratching a Record”. I didn’t 
even realize at that time, that’s what I was doing; I 
was like 13 or 14 then. From there, as soon as I pretty 
much had money, I went and bought some turntables 
and I just practiced. I admit at first, I wasn’t the best, 
but it was just for that love of music. That’s all I did 
was sit at my house and play music. I was an only child 
so that was my release.
 
You’re story reminds me of one of my favorite 
movies, Brown Sugar. So, tell me what other 
ventures do you have going on in the realm of 
this magazine?
Well, I’ve always wanted a radio station. I’m kind of 
reluctant to do the whole pirate thing, but at the 
same time, it’s burning a hole in me, so I just want 
to get it out there.  Nowadays, if you’re not a major 
corporation like Citadel or Clear Channel, there’s no 
room for you on the dial.  I don’t think its right, 
especially in a city like Boston.  It’s Clear Channel, 
Citadel, AM/FM Broadcasting or a College, so I’m 
really considering Internet radio to showcase the artist 
we’re covering. So, it’ll be Total Eclipse Magazine and 
Online Radio Station as well. That’s what I’m working 
on and we’ll put these same artists in rotation and 
hopefully it’ll grow from there. Like I said, I have a 
desire to be involved in all aspects of media.

And so many aspects to this magazine…Just 
looking at some of the different things you 
offer; you have DJ spotlights, Poetry 
Submissions, Write ups and Short Stories as well 
as Music Interviews and Business Info to name a 
few. What are some other goodies we can look 
forward to reading about in future issues?
Goodies, umm...We’re going to have writers send 
in literary submissions. We’re going to have a kid’s 
corner that showcases young talent, like this month 
we did a story on a 10-year old DJ out of Atlanta.  You 
know, we just want to encourage the kids and bestow 
a positive vibe in them. Once this starts rolling, it’s my 
goal to establish a Total Eclipse Scholarship Fund.  This 
is not a magazine that takes away, but one that gives 
back.

So many people, wait until they get to the peak 
of success in order to give back to their own 
communities, but it’s so inspiring to see that 
you have the heart already to give just getting 
off the ground with this thing.  How long have 
you had a desire for this type of thing? 
Eric: Honestly, with the radio station and DJ’ing, it’s 
been a desire of mine since high school. But, I became 

IF YOU’RE NOT LIVING YOUR 
DREAMS, YOU’RE WALKING IN 

A NIGHTMARE AND I DIDN’T 
WANT MY LIFE TO END WITH 

A BUNCH OF SHOULD OF, 
COULD OF WOULD OF’S, SO I 
JUST DECIDED TO GO FOR IT. 



a father at an early age and had to man up, put my 
family first and my desires, temporarily, on the back 
burner. Now my kids are older and I’ve begun to reach 
back and pull out some of those desires that went 
unfulfilled many years ago. I believe that, if you’re not 
living your dreams, you’re walking in a nightmare and 
I didn’t want my life to end with a bunch of should 
of, could of would of’s, so I just decided to go for it. 
I realize that I’m a blessed man and I would count it 
robbery, not to open doors for others, just as doors 
have been opened for me.  I simply believe, what you 
make happen for one, God will make happen for you. 
It’s just that simple.

That’s deep.  I like that one, “If you’re not living 
your dreams, you’re walking in a nightmare.” 
That’s an inspiring quote. I might have to steal 
that one.
I may have to copyright that one.

You better do it now…so, you have the 
magazine, you’re looking for a radio station…
any more ventures you have in the works or 
should we just wait?
You’ll have to just wait and see.

Awww, always keep your audience guessing…I like 
that. Is there any other things that you would want 
your readers to know about?
If you are aspiring musicians, journalists, DJ’s, etc.…
submit your stuff, so we can give you a way to be 
heard; a way to be noticed. I don’t agree with the 
industry standards and the way they are set today. So, 
to me, I’m thinking, well who is the industry? We’re 
the industry, we’re the consumers, so we should have 
more of a voice on what’s hot, what’s not; what’s 
underground and what’s mainstream. Like you said, 
this is for the people. This is not for some people that 
are totally out of touch with the community to sit 
behind a table in a boardroom and tell you what’s 
hot, what you’re supposed to like and what you’re 
supposed to listen to.

I think that is so true.  Look at President Obama, 
for example. We’ve had years and years of 
people telling us what to do and saying this is 
how it is and now we got someone in there 
because of the people actually standing up, 
having a voice, getting out and voting. You have 
to actually do something, be heard, be in 
motion, you can’t say, “there’s never anything 
good on the radio”, or “why such artists like Eric 
Roberson, haven’t gotten the recognition that 
he deserves”, but we’re either not supporting 
the artist by purchasing his record, or bootleg-

ging it; or doing things that are not profiting 
the artist. We got to press the issue so the 
industry can change and so these artist can get 
better distribution deals, and actually have the 
things that they need so they can continue to 
make that good music that we love and enjoy 
listening to. What would you say to these types 
of people that complain but not supporting?
The sad thing is; is that with the new age of Internet, 
a lot of record sells have dropped by the millions. It’s 
rare that an artist goes platinum. If you like an artist, 
you need to support them. You need to spend the $8 
on a CD, so they can make their money. CD sales are 
what’s going to make them popular and what makes 
them popular is what’s going to get them on the 
radio. So, if people are just buying the Lil’ Waynes’ 
and again, nothing against them, but if that’s all 
people are buying, then that’s all the radio stations 
are going to play and that’s all the record labels are 
going to put out there. So, people need to go and 
support these artists, even if you are buying their 
songs off of Itunes. Spend a buck, buy their songs and 
give these artists their just due.

So, If someone’s interested in submitting their 
music or other submissions, how can they do so?
Well, the website is www.TotalEclipsemag.com. That’s 
where you’d go to submit your literary, DJ and 
music submissions to us.  Send your stuff in to us, we’ll 
listen to it and if we like it, we’ll call you, put you in 
the magazine and do a write up on you. That’s what 
we do, that’s why we’re here. We’re here to give 
these upcoming artists a leg up in the industry and 
also spotlight those artists that have been out here, 
just not receiving what they so truly deserve, that 
shine through the industry of darkness.  We’re here 
to reconstruct the industry and redefine the industry 
standards. We’re going to bring that old thing back. 
We’re going to give the people an alternative to 
what’s being spotlighted now.

Eric, I give you kudos because there are a lot of 
people with a passion and love for real music 
and just want to see their favorite artists out 
there, but you took that love and turned it into 
a reality. Thank you for putting a magazine out 
here that’s for the people and by the people. 
I’m sure a lot of people will love the articles and 
interviews and all that you have to offer the 
industry and our readers.

Alright. Watch out World, there’s a Total Eclipse 
coming…and it’s the big one! •


