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Christiane was born in Hamburg, but her 
family moved to West Berlin when she 
was a child. They settled in Gropiusstadt, 
a neighborhood in Neukölln consisting 
mainly of high-rise concrete apartment 
blocks where social problems were preva-
lent. Christiane's father was a violent 
man who drank heavily and raged at his 
family, and her parents eventually 
divorced. When she was 12 years old, she 
began smoking hashish with a group of 
friends who were slightly older, at a local 
youth club. They gradually began experi-
menting with stronger drugs, such as 
LSD and various forms of pills, and she 
ended up trying heroin. By the time she 
was 14, she was a junkie and prostitute, 
mainly at the then-largest train station 
of West Berlin, Bahnhof Zoo. Here she 
became part of a notorious group of teen 
aged drug-users and prostitutes
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