
THE USE AND ABUSE OF PROPAGANDA IN COMIC BOOKS
the art of persuasion
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The Art of Persuasion examines one of history’s most powerful tools-the 
comic book-which has been used as a favored medium to spread both 
harmful and beneficial agendas.

MISSION STATEMENT:

TARGET AUDIENCE: TEACHING POINTS:

The Art of Persuasion should attract 
adults between the ages of 18 through 
45 (who are the average readers of 
comic books), as well as people who are 
interested in comic books and/or would 
like to learn how they influence our
decisions and behavior.

.. Propaganda is not always negative; it can also help inspire people by raising 
awareness of the environment, promoting peace, and criticizing slavery and 
racism.

.. Cultural, political and social messages have been spread (intentionally or not) 
in and by comic books for the past century.

.. Individuals and organizations have used comic books to spread both harmful 
and beneficial agendas with their hypnotic use of layout and imagery.

.. Comic books can be a powertful type of literature and art form because of their    
intricate stories and high level of detail.
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The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and The Art of Persuasion share similar 
themes, such as the use and abuse of propaganda, the influence propaganda can exert on 
people, and how prejudice and hatred can be a powerful weapon. All of these themes deal 
with issues that affect society.

Site:

The Art of Persuasion: The Use and Abuse of Propaganda in Comic Books    Lauren Stern     Corcoran College of Art + Design    EX7800 Thesis Project    May 13, 2012    Instructors: Gretchen Coss, Cybelle Jones and Evi Oehler                                                              02                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

The Art of Persuasion: The Use and Abuse of Propaganda in Comic Books    Lauren Stern     Corcoran College of Art + Design    EX7800 Thesis Project    May 13, 2012    Instructors: Gretchen Coss, Cybelle Jones and Evi Oehler                                                              01                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW Washington, DC 20024



inspiration:
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The vision for The Art of Persuasion is to 
create a dynamic environment for 
visitors. Elements that have been 
inspirational for this exhibition 
during the programming stages 
include: Angular panels, comic book 
layouts, bold colors, oversized 
graphics, reflective and collaborative 
environments, and an overload of text on 
surfaces. These elements will be used 
throughout the exhibition to immerse the 
visitor into the exhibit’s content.



inspiration: content plan:
1.0 Introduction

2.0 The Use and Abuse of Propaganda

3.0 Meet the Game-Changers: Art Spiegelman

4.0 Us versus Them

	
5.0 Meet the Game-Changers: Alan Moore

6.0 Action/Reaction

7.0 Meet the Game-Changers: Spire Christian Comics

8.0 Persuasions of Society

9.0 Conversation Hub
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entry experience:

Perspective of entry experience
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introduction:

Elevation of introduction wall heading down ramp
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“the use and abuse of propaganda”:

Perspective of Introduction, “The Use and Abuse of Propaganda” and “Meet the Game-Changers”: Art Spiegelman
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“meet the game-changers” - Art spiegelman:

Elevation of “Meet the Game-Changers”: Art Spiegelman
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“us vs. them”:

Perspective of “Meet the Game-Changers”: Art Spiegelman, “Us vs. Them”, and “Meet the Game-Changers”: Alan Moore
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“us vs. them”:
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Elevation of asians in comics and jews in comics
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Elevations of the front of the reflection panels

“us vs. them” - reflection panels:



        

The Art of Persuasion: The Use and Abuse of Propaganda in Comic Books    Lauren Stern     Corcoran College of Art + Design    EX7800 Thesis Project    May 13, 2012    Instructors: Gretchen Coss, Cybelle Jones and Evi Oehler                                                              20                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

“us vs. them” - reflection panels:
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Elevations of the back of the reflection panels
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“action/reaction”:

Perspective of the “Action/Reaction” section showing 9/11 wall, reflection space, and interactive drawing wall
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Perspective of the “Action/Reaction” section showing 9/11 wall, reflection space, and interactive drawing wall
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“action/reaction” - the 9/11 terrorist attacks:

Elevation of the 9/11 terrorist attacks wall
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“action/reaction” - the bombing of hiroshima:

Elevation of the bombing of Hiroshima wall
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interactive:
        

Isometric view of interactive drafting table in “Action/Reaction” Side view of interactive drafting table in “Action/Reaction”

Activities that visitors can participate in on the interactive drafting tables:

.. Create your own comic book panel that reflects a topic being explored in the exhibition

.. Write or draw your own message on an existing blank propaganda poster or advertisement

.. Explore the various comic books exhibited in the exhibition and zoom into the panels to see details

.. Visitor poll and comment forum on topics displayed in the exhibition
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transparent panels of design steps:

 Front view showing the combination of all the design steps combined                             Side view showing how visitors can pass-through each panel
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“persuasions of society” - Reflection panels:

Front view of panel discussing nuclear power in comic books Back view of panel discussing abortion in comic books 
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“conversation hub”:

Perspective of “Persuasions of Society” and “Conversation Hub”
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text panel:
        

Example of a section panel in “Action/Reaction”
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Isometric view of display case in “Action/Reaction” Side view of display case in “Action/Reaction”

display case:
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Side view of display case in “Action/Reaction”


