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Shall we compare our hearts to a garden —
with beautiful blooms, straggling weeds,
swooping birds and sunshine, rain —
and most importantly, seeds.

Terri Guillemets
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Cairn India is committed at maintaining the
highest standard of corporate (CSR) in its business activities and aims to make an impact wherever it operates. Cairn India strongly endorses and
believes that its CSR commitment of Respect
and Relationships and Responsibility for the communities cannot be restricted and limited within
regulatory requirements. By Respect, Relationships and Responsibility we mean the following:

region for more than a decade would not have
been possible without the consistent support of
all stakeholders, from governments, regulators and
JV partners to the people living near our sites. The
level of support and understanding on the ground
is something we have worked hard to bring about
in our business development activities and we are
proud of what we have achieved – and continue
to achieve – wherever we are operational.

Respect – People are Cairn India’s key asset and
the attitude of the Cairn team is critical to its
business culture. Cairn’s entrepreneurial spirit
is underpinned by a depth of knowledge and a
strong set of cultural core values, including integrity, social and environmental responsibility,
teamwork, nurturing of individual creativity, risk
management and developing alliances with key
partners.

Responsibility – Cairn India is operating in many
areas that face economic, social and environmental challenges. It has the responsibility to understand these CSR challenges, identify the potential impact of its activities and, through engaging
with stakeholders, look for opportunities for mutual benefit.

Relationships – These are the key to developing
any business and Cairn India’s success in the

The CSR team has strived to ensure long term socio-economic and environmental sustainability of
the communities across all its areas of operations.

and the Gulf of Khambat in the south. Remnants
of this sea are thought to be represented by the
Nalsarovar.

Nalsarovar

The Nalsarovar bird sanctuary, 54 kms from
Ahmedabad and connected by State transport
buses with the city, offers one the most pleasant
trips out of Ahmedabad, but tends to get crowded on sundays. The sanctuary mainly comprises a
huge lake of about 100 sq kms, and ambient
marshes where you can see flamingoes, pelicans,
, geese, cranes, storks, ibises, spoonbill, wading
birds, swallows, fishing eagles, osprey, harriers and
in great numbers.
The islands of the lake are populated by migrating Bharwad shepherds and on the banks are the
Padhars, who are excellent folk dancers, artisans and boatmen. You can hire country boats
on the lake for birdviewing, and picnic at shacks
the on the islands. If you are making the trip to
Nalsarovar your own or private hired vehicle , you
can lunch at the KP farm at Sanand, which has a
swimming pool, children’s amusement park and

other facilities, and enjoy the Goyal waterpark.
There is a forest department guest house at
Nalsarovar. Some resorts are coming up near
the bird sanctuary.Another bird sanctuary is Thol,
32 Kms from Ahmedabad.
About Nalsarovar
A black tailed godwit gracefully descends upon
the tranquil water, flutters its wings and sails on.
A small, brown and white wader with a slightly up
curved bill, the bird has traveled 3500 kms from
its nesting ground in Central Europe to spend the
winter at Nalsarovar in Gujarat!
The Nal region is a low-lying area between the
plains of the Central Gujarat and Eastern Saurashtra. Owing to its low lying topography, it is believed to represent a filled up sea link, that previously existed between the Little Rann in the north

Clouds upon clouds of more than 200 types of
birds land in this lake having made an long journey from around the world, to escape the harsh
winter of their nesting areas. Here they find food
and warmth. These migrant birds visit Nalsarovar
every year from November to February. During
these four months water is plentiful and fish, insects and aquatic plants abound in the lake - an
ideal environment for the birds. Nalsarovar at this
time is a birdwatcher’s delight.
When food and water are scarce in Nalsarovar,
some birds go away for short periods to nearby
areas and return to the lake after monsoon to a
feast of fish and insects. These are the resident
birds.
The lake - Nalsarovar - and the wetlands around
it were declared a bird sanctuary in 1969.
Migratory birds start arriving here in October and
stay till April. Their population reaches its peak in
mid winter.

Spread over 120 sq.kms, the lake and the extensive reed beds and marshes are an ideal habitat
for aquatic plants and animals. A very significant
conservation value of Nalsarovar lies in its large
congregation of important birds such as flamingos, Grey-lag geese, Open-bill stork, Glossy ibis,
Coots, Cranes, plovers, sandpipers, stints etc. It
is also noteworthy that of the three species of
pelicans in India, the two species viz. Rosy and
Dalmatian pelicans are found here.
The sheer number of birds that is encountered
in this beautiful place leaves the bird-watchers spellbound. As you move towards the islets
through the sedges and aquatic grass, you hear
sudden fluttering of thousands of birds.

How to reach:
By road
The Nearest bus station are at
Ahmedabad (64kms),
Viramgam (40 kms) and Sanand (42
kms).
By rail
The Nearest Railway station are
Viramgam - 40 kms & Ahmedabad - 64
Kms
By air
The Nearest airport is Ahmedabad (64
kms)

The Conceptual Design
of the Garden / Open
space at the entrance
The Park is designed keeping in mind the user
group i.e:

“

God made a beauteous garden
With lovely flowers strown,
But one straight, narrow pathway
That was not overgrown.
And to this beauteous garden

1. General Tourists,
2. Bird watchers and
3. School groups.

He brought mankind to live,

Effort has been made by the design & implementing team to transform the open unattended
space into a beautiful green Park. On entering the
garden, a sense of quietude prevails with only the
trees to keep you company.

These lovely flowers I give.

Information panel

But keep the pathway open

The Information panel placed at the arrival
pointshowcases the general layout of the
Park and informs the visitors about the
know how of the site.

And said “To you, my children,

Prune ye my vines and fig trees,
With care my flowers tend,

Your home is at the end.
God’s Garden”
Robert Frost

“

“I closed my eyes to watch tiny
dancers like jeweled birds cross
Existing trees

the dark screen of my eyelids.”

Since all the existing trees are 4-5 yrs old, effort is made
to retain all the trees. Many trees are added that is going
to be the habitat of the resident birds. Careful planting of
indigenous trees are done, along the periphery, to screens
the Park & create a strong buffer to the overall green park.

Janet Fitch

Entrance plaza:
The entrance court is the first arrival sequence of the visitors, a pause point from where the sequential
journey of unfolding of nature. The court welcomes the visitors by an attractive Sculpture of a dancing
Sarus at the centre, rejoicing their togetherness & creating the focal point for the visitors. Sculpture of
birds, painted in black, encircles the entrance and act as an audience to these dancing Sarus.

“I sit in my garden,
gazing upon a beauty that
cannot gaze upon itself.
And I find sufficient

purpose for my day.“
Robert Brault

Informal seating within the woods
The permanent seatings, within the woods in the
shade, acts as a gathering space where people
can chat & relax.

“Trees are the best
monuments that a man
can erect to his own
memory. They speak his
praises without flattery,
and they are blessings to
children yet unborn.”
Lord Orrery, 1749

Children’s play area
Huge numbers of school picnics are arranged at
Nalsarovar. So the park expects a good number
of children. The play area for the children includes the, slides, swings and the sand pit where
the children of all age groups can explore and
enjoy.

Amphitheatre
An informal amphitheatre / court with levels made for sitting for a common discussion, a
lecture can be held by the expert team of bird
watchers to the visitors, or other informal discussions. This amphitheatre is coloured green so as to
blend with the surroundings.

Careful selection of trees are done for plantation
in this area as it is low lying and acts as a catchment of water for 2-3 months. Trees that can
survive in water logged areas, like, Casuarina, Eucalyptus, Kigelia pinnata, Terminalia arjuna, Cassia
siamea, etc. are selected.

Meditation places:
Two such flat structures existed at site that needed to be given an identity or replaced. The team
thought of utilizing these flat structures to blend
with the usage of the Park. Just opposite the Park
is the accommodation facilities provided by the
Gujarat Tourism. Huge numbers of visitors are expected to use the Park for their morning / evening exercises, meditation, yoga etc. An informal
flat surface was created as the place for meditation / yoga, etc. Huge family groups may also
utilize the flat surface to sit together & relax.

There is no such thing as an empty space or an empty time.
There is always something to see, something to hear.
In fact, try as we may to make a silence, we cannot
- John Cage

“Someone’s sitting in the shade today because
someone planted a tree a long time ago.
Warren Buffett

Mounds
The mounds in landscape are an element can
be undulated to the desired shape to create
different moods and experiences in the park.
The lawn cover on the mound associates with
the green drape allowing the different angles
of repose for different positions for sitting on
the mound, leaning on mound etc.

Trellised walkway
The walkway with wooden trellis above and
the fragrant creepers above it will enhance
the experience of the visitors where there is
shade and fragrance.

Utility zone
The utility areas placed just to the right side of the entrance have two separate washrooms for ladies
and gents. Special area is designated for drinking water facility for the visitors.

“The best time to plant a tree is twenty years ago. The
Tree Plantations
Careful planting of indigenous trees are done, at
the North –East corner of the site, that is going to
be the habitat of the resident birds. As many as
8000 trees are planted.

second best time is now.”
Anonymous

The greatest gift of the garden is the restoration of the five senses.
Hanna Rion
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