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Zelda’s mother always looked so happy when her brothers 

won.  Her mother would take everyone out for ice-cream to 

celebrate.  Zelda hoped that one day she would make her 

mother happy like that, too.
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ICE CREAM

Best Ice Cream
TOWN

Zelda really enjoyed going to school.  She always worked hard and

followed the rules.  She had good friends and got alone with most

everyone.  But Zelda’s friends would always run faster, throw the

ball further and jump rope longer than she could





The second thing that Zelda would do is hide her bicycle in 

the bushes one day before the race and ride it for a few 

blocks to help her lead in the race. 

 

The last thing that Zelda would do is jump on the bus and 

ride it almost to the finish line.  

This plan would surely help her win this race.
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The first thing Zelda would do is take 

a short cut during the race which would 

put her ahead of all the runners.  
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Zelda woke up excited the next morning and told her family 

about the race at breakfast. Her family was happy and told Zelda

“you can do it.”  Zelda went to school and signed up for the race.

Zelda found out that many of her friends were also signed up for

the school race.
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Zelda looked over her plan one last time before she left her 

bedroom.  Yes, Zelda said, “I have everything in place. My bicycle 

is waiting for me. I will remember to take the short-cut, and I 

know which bus to take that will get me to the finish line faster.”  

SCHOOL RACE

Zelda and her parents made it to 

the race on time.  “Good luck honey.” 

Zelda’s parents said, “We will be 

here waiting and watching for you 

to cross over the finish line.”

12



Zelda started to feel sad and discouraged but then she 

remembered about her plan to change the rules.  She looked 

ahead and saw her bicycle behind the bush and felt excited.  

ZOOM

Zelda said to herself, “I will soon be 

ahead of all of my friends once I get on 

my bike and take my secret short-cut.”  

The next thing Zelda heard was, “Racers, on your mark, get ready, 

and go.”  Zelda could not believe that the race had started.  Zelda 

saw all of her friends start out fast. She fell quickly behind.
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Zelda began to run a little 

faster to get to her bicycle 

but something stopped her.  

Oh no………!  Stop……! don’t do it……..!  Zelda saw a little girl who was 

walking out in front of a car on the side street. Zelda reached out 

and took her by the arm just in time to pull her to safety. 15



Zelda could see the short-cut; it was only about 25 feet ahead.  

Just as she started to turn, an older woman cried out, “help me, 

I am falling… my wheelchair is broken!”  
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Zelda reached out with one hand to keep the woman from falling and 

then picked up her walking cane that she had dropped.  The woman 

settled back into her wheelchair and thanked her.

Zelda knew that it was too late to get her bicycle because as she 

looked over at the bushes, there were some other children looking 

at her bicycle.  Zelda knew she had to keep going because not too 

far away would be the short-cut that she would take to put her 

ahead of the runners.



Zelda started to run to her short-cut but saw that it was 

blocked off by people who watched her help the old woman. 

She had to get back on the race path. Zelda knew that she 

had only one chance left. Her only way to win this race was 

to get on the bus. Zelda looked down at her watch and saw 

that she had 10 minutes to catch the bus.

STOP
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Zelda looked at her watch as she ran. Only 5 minutes left.  She kept 

telling herself, “I can do this.”  Zelda heard the sound of the bus.  

She was almost home free. There it was -- right in front of her. 



Zelda kept looking back to make sure there were no runners 

looking.  But then she heard a crying sound. 

20 21

Zelda could not believe her eyes. She saw a baby kitten 

trapped in a wire fence. Zelda turned away from the bus and 

ran as fast as she could to rescue this baby kitten. Zelda had 

to be careful because the wires were sharp and tight. 

The baby kitten began to cry louder.  Zelda had to work 

slowly because she could hurt the kitten if she moved the 

wires too quickly.



FINISH LINE
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Zelda finally rescued the baby kitten.  The baby kitten was 

o.k. Zelda looked up and saw the bus leaving.  Zelda felt a 

little sad. She decided that she would try and finish the race 

anyway.  Zelda knew that her parents would be waiting for 

her. She didn’t want to let them down.

Zelda was almost at the finish line.  The closer she got, she 

noticed lots of colorful flashing lights, loud music and balloons 

going up in the air.  Zelda was thinking that everyone at the 

race finish line was having a big party without her and 

celebrating the winners.  She became very sad because 

everyone would be there to see her come in last place.
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But wait...Zelda heard people singing out, “Zelda, Zelda, Zelda, 

and hooray for Zelda!”  As she turned the corner, Zelda could 

see her parents, brothers, friends, strangers and teachers all 

holding up signs and cheering for her to cross the finish line.  

She also saw men with cameras and videos set-up.  Zelda could 

not believe her eyes and did not understand what this all meant. 

FINISH LINE 
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Zelda crossed the finished line and was hugged by her parents.  

Next, Zelda was given an “Honorary First-Place” Award for this 

race.  Zelda did not understand why she was given this award.  

She also didn’t feel that she earned this award.

The TV newsmen told her they saw 

and took pictures of her helping 

the girl, the woman in the wheel 

chair and the kitten. Her good 

deeds and unselfish behaviors 

earned her this “First Place” award.  

ZZelda also found out that her 

decisions to help others and to 

be honest really do make her a 

special and number one person.

Zelda found her way to win! 
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