
Eduardo Fernandez-Duque
Yale Professor of Anthropology

Amazon River
Expedition

February 5 –  14, 2016



Eduardo Fernandez-Duque
Yale Professor of Anthropology

www.yaleedtravel.org/Amazon16

Dear Yale Traveler
Escape with Yale next winter and explore the wonders of the 
Amazon River: February 5-14, 2016. The Amazon is the longest 
navigable river in the world, winding for 4,000 miles from its source in the 
Andes Mountains to the Atlantic Ocean. The wonders of the Amazon include 
delicate orchids, transparent glass frogs and pink river dolphins. Travel with 
Yale and explore the flora and fauna of this fragile environment from the 
treetops of the verdant rainforest to the depths of blackwater tributaries.

Home for this voyage is the deluxe, all-suite m.v. Zafiro. 
Launched in 2015, it is the perfect vessel to travel far beyond civilization 
to the Pacaya-Samiria National Reserve, the largest wetlands refuge in the 
world. Navigate serpentine blackwater rivers and walk through remote 
forests where the number of butterfly species climbs into the thousands, 
and many species have yet to be classified or even discovered.

To introduce myself, I am a Yale Professor of Anthropology; 
I will be traveling with my wife, Claudia Valeggia, who is also a Professor 
of Anthropology at Yale. We were both born in Argentina where we 
obtained our first degrees in biology and zoology. Since we came to the 
U.S. in 1990, we focused our investigations on topics related to animal 
behavior, primatology and biological anthropology, completing our doctoral 
studies at UC Davis followed by postdoctoral training at the Smithsonian 
Institution, Harvard University and Zoological Society of San Diego. 
My main research questions are centered on understanding why primates live 
in monogamous groups and why some male primates are such good fathers. 
For almost 20 years, I have been exploring these questions focusing on some 
of the incredible monkeys that we will have a chance to observe together. 
Sakis, titis and owl monkeys, the three primates that I study, are all found 
in the tropical forests of Peru that we will visit together. I look forward 
to sharing with you some interesting findings on these species. I also 
look forward to sharing with you the wonderful experiences Claudia and 
I have had offering educational opportunities to students from around the 
world through Fundación ECO in Formosa Province, Argentina–a small 
organization we established to promote education in the Argentinian 
Gran Chaco region.

In addition to Yale faculty lectures, an English-speaking Peruvian 
naturalist will lead Yale travelers through the rainforest to look for rare, 
indigenous species and guide us along the Amazon’s secretive tributaries 
aboard small excursion boats. This is a birdwatcher’s paradise with an 
incredible array of bird species. The Amazon is home to more plant and 
animal species than any other place in the world. The perfect complement to 
your Amazon expedition are the awe-inspiring ruins on the Machu Picchu 
and the Sacred Valley post-tour option.

Call 203-432-1952 today to hold your space. This outstanding small group 
journey is a great value and sells out quickly every year.

Sincerely,

Eduardo Fernandez-Duque
Yale Professor of Anthropology 



Yale Educational Travel
Association of Yale Alumni

Box 209010, New Haven, CT 
06520-9010

Reservations:  203.432.1952
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 Eduardo Fernandez-Duque

Professor Eduardo Fernandez-Duque was born 
in Argentina where he obtained his first degree in 
biology and zoology. When he came to the U.S. 
in 1990, he focused his studies and research on 

topics related to animal behavior, primatology and biological 
anthropology (PhD, UC Davis, Postdoctoral fellowships at 
Smithsonian Institution, Harvard University and Zoological Society 
of San Diego). Professor Fernandez-Duque’s research questions 
are focused on why some primates live in monogamous groups 
and why some male primates are such good fathers. For almost 
20 years he has been exploring these questions focusing on some of 
the incredible monkeys that Yale Educational Travelers will have a 
chance to observe together. His field research in Argentina and in 
Ecuador, past travels through most Latin American countries, and 
his participation in conservation courses in Namibia and Venezuela 
have given Eduardo an understanding of the challenges faced by 
these primate populations. Together with his colleague and wife, 
Professor Claudia Valeggia (Anthropology, Yale), in 1999 they 
established Fundación ECO in Formosa, their small contribution 
to addressing these important issues. They are sure to add a great 
deal to your Amazon experience!

Yale Study Leader Reader’s Corner

Want to learn more about the 
history and culture of the Amazon? 

Here’s a good start:

The Smithsonian Atlas of the Amazon 
by Michael Goulding

An illustrated atlas of the river, 
including its major tributaries, with 
full color maps and 300 photographs. 
Michael Goulding and Brazilian 
biologists Ronaldo Barthem and Efrem 
Ferreira provide the accompanying text. 

Naturalists in Paradise
by John Hemming

The story of three British naturalists 
whose discoveries in Amazonia 
impacted the world. After exploring 
the rainforest, Alfred Russel Wallace 
theorized evolution, Henry Bates 
uncovered the concept of protective 
mimicry and Richard Spruce discovered 
how to mass produce quinine to cure 
malaria. Includes 70 black‑and‑white 
and color illustrations.

Upcoming Trips
An Adventure to South Africa
October 22-November 5, 2015
Professor Walter Jetz
www.yaleedtravel.org/southafrica15 
Tanzania Air Safari 
January 23-February 6, 2016
Professor Paul Turner
www.yaleedtravel.org/tanzania16 
Spain & Portugal 
aboard the Sea Cloud II 
May 17-29, 2016
Professor Paul Bracken
www.yaleedtravel.org/spain16 
The Galápagos Islands 
August 2-9, 2016
Professor Eduardo Fernandez‑Duque
www.yaleedtravel.org/galapagos16

Machu Picchu and the Sacred Valley Post-Tour Option
Enjoy this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to experience Machu Picchu, 
the majestic “Lost City of the Incas;” the lush Sacred Valley; 
and the colonial and Inca traditions of Cuzco.
 Perched on an awe-inspiring mountain range above the 
Urubamba Valley in the Peruvian Andes, Machu Picchu was obscured 
from humankind for 400 years until Yale Professor Hiram Bingham 
literally stumbled upon it in 1911. A century of extensive research and 
study still has not revealed the secrets of its purpose, its residents or 
its abandonment; nevertheless, this UNESCO World Heritage site has 
been carefully excavated and preserved.
 See the spectacular archaeological sites of the beautiful Sacred Valley, 
where ancient engineering marvels, such as the fortress of Ollantaytambo, 
stand as lasting testimony to the powerful and far-reaching Inca Empire. 
Here, village craftsmen employ age-old techniques to weave intricate 
tapestries and sculpt colorful pottery. 
 In the historic Inca capital of Cuzco, a UNESCO World Heritage 
site, the Inca stone fortress of Sacsayhuamán and grand Baroque- and  
Renaissance-style churches provide a fascinating mix of pre-Columbian 
and colonial influences.
Post‑Tour Option is available at additional cost. Details will be provided with your 
reservation confirmation.



Itinerary

Welcome Phone Call
Thursday, January 7  (tentative)
Join the group at 4 PM EST for a pre-trip call 
with Professor Eduardo Fernandez-Duque. 
Learn more about what to expect and ask 
any questions you may have.

U.S./Lima, PErU        
Friday, February 5 
Depart for Lima, Peru, located at the foot of 
the Andes Mountains, and arrive late today. 
In the Miraflores district, located in the 
heart of the city, check into the deluxe 
Casa andina Private ColleCtion hotel.

Lima                  (B/r)

Saturday, February 6 
Tour the historic center of Lima, Peru’s 
capital and a UNESCO World Heritage site. 
See pre-Columbian temples and colonial 
mansions amid modern architecture, and 
the colorful buildings in the Plaza de Armas. 
Tour the magnificent Casa Aliaga, built 
in 1535 as the residence of Don Jeronimo 
de Aliaga, the co-founder of Lima. Then, 
visit the 17th-century Convent and Church 
of San Francisco, a brilliant combination of 
Moorish and Baroque styles and one of the 
finest colonial churches in South America. 

The afternoon is at leisure. The Welcome 
Reception is in the hotel this evening.

Lima/iqUitoS               (B/L)

Sunday, February 7
Following breakfast, fly to Iquitos, 
located in the Amazon River Basin and 

an important rubber boom city during 
the late 19th century. 

Check into and enjoy lunch in the 
el dorado Plaza Hotel, followed by 
a walking tour highlighting the city’s 
architectural legacy. In Plaza de Armas, 
see the Casa de Fierro–or Iron House– 
designed by Gustave Eiffel for the 
International Exposition of Paris in 1889. 
Continue to the Amazon waterfront and 
stroll along the lively riverwalk. 

iqUitoS/NaUta/ 
río amazoNaS           (B/L/D) 

Monday, February 8
After breakfast, visit the colorful Upper Belén 
Market, the largest traditional market in the 
Peruvian Amazon. Continue to the Manatee 
Rescue Center for an up-close encounter 
with young, orphaned Amazonian 
manatees. Afterward, transfer to Nauta 
to embark the m.v. Zafiro in time for lunch.  

Early this afternoon, begin the voyage 
of discovery into one of the world’s most 
remote regions.  
Please note: Itinerary may vary based on  
wildlife sightings, water levels  and navigability.

río amazoNaS/ 
río UcayaLi               (B/L/D)

Tuesday, February 9 
Awaken in the heart of the Amazon Basin. 
A team of naturalists will share insight into this 
complex ecosystem and identify fascinating 
species like the Large-billed Toucan, pink river 
dolphins, and the South American oriole. 
Look for a three-toed sloth moving between 
trees, while hawks, kites and Turkey Vultures 
glide overhead and Jabiru Storks wade in 
the shallows.

This afternoon, meet with a local 
village of ribereños (river people), who have 
inhabited the Amazon for generations. 
Here, the villagers maintain conservation 
efforts to raise several of the Amazon’s 
thousands of butterfly species. 

río amazoNaS/ 
río UcayaLi/ 
río marañóN          (B/L/D)

Wednesday, February 10 
Early this morning, observe the 
breathtaking wonders of the rainforest 

www.yaleedtravel.org/Amazon16

UNESCO
World Heritage Site

Air RoutingPacific Ocean

Amazon River   

SOUTH 
AMERICA

Nauta
IquItos

PERU

LIma
Machu 
Picchu

CuzCo
Andes Mountains

Ucayali 
River

Tapiche 
River

Pucate 
River

   Marañón
River

IquItos
Nauta

Pacaya-Samiria 
National Reserve

Included meals indicated each day as B/L/R/D = Breakfast/Lunch/Reception/Dinner.



from a canopy walkway. Look for 
howler monkeys, colorful macaws and 
the rare electric-blue morpho butterfly. 
Walk through the soaring ceiba trees 
and watch for wildlife including egrets, 
Oriole Blackbirds and Purple Gallinules.

Embark small excursion boats to 
explore the Pacaya-Samiria National 
Reserve, the largest wetlands reserve in 
the world and home to rare animals like 
the capybara and a profusion of palms, 
orchids and other tropical plants that 
flourish at ground level.   

After lunch, board a small river 
skiff in search of exotic wildlife and 
marvel at the giant Victoria amazonica 
water lilies.

río marañóN/ 
río PUcatE/río UcayaLi  (B/L/D) 

Thursday, February 11 
Enjoy a picnic breakfast under the 
shade of the rainforest canopy, while 
you watch for White-necked Heron 
and Wattled Jacana dipping into nearby 
shallow waters, and listen for the 
chattering of endangered Scarlet Macaws.  

This afternoon, meet a local 
shaman who will perform a traditional 
ritual and explain how the ribereños have 
used indigenous plants and herbs for 
centuries to cure ailments. Participate in a 
tree-planting ceremony dedicated to the 
longevity of the rainforest.

This evening, take a special night 
excursion into the Pacaya-Samiria 
National Reserve in search of nocturnal 
creatures such as caiman and bats, and 
admire the vast blanket of stars. 

río marañóN/NaUta   (B/L/D)

Friday, February 12 
Board excursion boats and cruise along 
serpentine blackwater tributaries while the 
vessel’s naturalists point out captivating 
animal and plant life. Then, try your hand 
at catching a red-bellied piranha.  

This afternoon, the onboard chef 
demonstrates the preparation of 
Amazonian specialties, including  juanes, 
a regional favorite made of chicken and 
rice wrapped in banana leaves.

Later, visit a typical Amazonian village 
to experience the timeless way of life of 
the ribereños. This is a unique opportunity 
to interact with the villagers and learn more 
about their special relationship with this 
remarkable environment.

Enjoy a final evening of cruising the 
Amazon en route to Nauta. Gather on the 
vessel’s upper deck for a festive farewell.

NaUta/iqUitoS/Lima      (B)

Saturday, February 13
Following breakfast, disembark m.v. Zafiro 
and transfer to the Iquitos airport. 
Fly to Lima and check into day-room 
accommodations in the WyndHam Costa 
del sol Hotel. Stay overnight near the 
airport and continue on the Machu Picchu 
and the Sacred Valley Post-Tour Option, 
or late tonight, board the return flight 
to the U.S.  

U.S.              
Sunday, February 14
Your flight arrives in the U.S. 

•  Program of lectures and 
discussions with Yale professor  
Eduardo Fernandez-Duque.

•   Accommodation on twin sharing 
basis as per the itinerary.

•   All entrance fees to parks as per 
the itinerary.

•   Services of Tour Manager during 
the tour as per the itinerary.

• Welcome Reception. 
• All beverages on board the ship.
• Guided tours of Lima and Iquitos.
• Visit to the Manatee Rescue Center.
•  Village visits with ribereños to learn 

about their culture, see a butterfly 
farm, and meet a shaman.

•  Small boat excursions and nature 
walks with expert naturalist guides 
to search for wildlife and see the 
Victoria amazonica water lilies.

• Canopy walk through the treetops.
• Piranha fishing expedition.
•  Opportunity to plant a tree and help 

preserve the rainforest.
•  All gratuities for guides and drivers 

in Lima and Iquitos, helpers, 
meals, bathroom stops, and 
the accompanying Tour Manager.

•   Assistance and porterage at airports. 
•   All taxes.
•   Land transfers and internal 

program flights.
•   Medical evacuation insurance 

between hospitals only.

What is Not Included:
•  Gratuities to hotel personnel.
•  Expenses of a personal nature 

including laundry, telephone/fax 
calls,  medical expenses, airport 
departure tax, etc. 

•  Any insurance other than 
Yale’s Medex. 

•  Any meals or beverages that are not 
specified in the above inclusions.

•  International airfares.
•  Expenses caused by factors beyond 

our control including airplane delays, 
roadblocks, vehicle malfunctions, 
political disturbances, taxes, lost 
luggage, etc.

•  Any other services not mentioned 
in the inclusions.

What is Included:

yaleedtravel.org/Amazon16
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RELEASE OF LIABILITY, ASSUMPTION OF RISK 
AND BINDING ARBITRATION AGREEMENT
BAGGAGE ALLOwANcE: Passengers are allowed 
two checked bags per person on international flights. 
Airlines have various policies concerning the number of bags 
and the weight allowed without excess baggage charges.
PHYSIcAL AccESSIBILITY: All programs 
require physical independence and mobility.  
Any physical or mental condition that may require special 
medical attention or physical assistance (for example, the 
need for a wheelchair) must be reported in writing when 
you make your reservation. Travelers must be able to 
embark or disembark motorcoaches alone or with minimal 
assistance from your traveling companion and climb 
stairs and step over raised thresholds without assistance. 
Travelers requiring assistance must travel with a companion 
who will be responsible for handling equipment.
cANcELLATIONS AND REFUNDS: All cancellations 
must be submitted in writing to the Association of 
Yale Alumni. Written cancellation through 91 days 
prior to departure—full refund minus a $500 per 
person administrative fee (covers main and post  tours). 
Written cancellation 90 days or less prior to departure 
could result in forfeiture of the full program price, 
contingent upon the degree of recoverable costs from 
independent providers of services. Program reservations 
are not transferable except at the sole discretion and with 
the explicit approval of the Association of Yale Alumni and 
Thomas P.  Gohagan & Company. Cancellation on day of 
departure or after tour departs—no refund. Cancellation of 
tour by the Association of Yale Alumni or our tour 
operator—full refund. We strongly urge applicants to 
consider purchasing trip cancellation insurance.
INSURANcE: Yale Educational Travel strongly 
recommends that participants purchase trip cancellation 
insurance. However, Yale does not recommend a 
particular insurance company. It is wise to cover the cost 
of trip investment in case one needs to cancel due to illness 
or emergency. The cancellation penalties listed in the program 
brochure will apply. Please review your medical insurance 
coverage to determine what is and is not covered while 
traveling abroad before contacting an insurance company.

Terms and Conditionsm.v. Zafiro

m.v. Zafiro
The deluxe, all-suite m.v. Zafiro, launching in 2015, will be the newest small expedition 
river vessel specifically designed to navigate the Upper Amazon River and its tributaries. 
Carrying only 36 guests, this spacious yet intimate vessel offers a unique way to experience 
the colorful wildlife and cultures within the Pacaya-Samiria National Reserve.
        Each deluxe, river-view suite has a private balcony or floor-to-ceiling panoramic 
window, two twin beds convertible to one king bed, private bathroom with shower, 
air conditioning, minifridge, safe and hair dryer. The vessel features a specially designed 
open-air Observation Deck and a full bar and lounge. Ample public areas also include 
an indoor reading lounge, fitness room, massage services and boutique.

catEgory B   $5,995 
Panoramic view, floor-to-ceiling window.  
226 sq. ft. Lower Deck.
Single Pricing: $9,595

catEgory a   $6,695 
Panoramic view, floor-to-ceiling sliding glass doors 
with private balcony. 226 sq. ft. Upper Deck.  
Single Pricing: $10,295

catEgory JUNior SUitE  $7,195
Larger suite with 90-degree front- and side-facing 
floor-to-ceiling window. 248 sq. ft. Lower Deck.

catEgory maStEr SUitE  $7,795 
Largest suite with 180-degree front-facing window, 
Jacuzzi and sitting area with sofa and chair.  
480 sq. ft. Upper Deck.

m.v. Zafiro Program Cost
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Lower Deck

Observation Deck

Upper Deck

Lower Deck



 There are many insurance companies to choose from. 
Please understand that there is a very short window of time 
(anywhere from 7 days to perhaps 21 days from the time one 
pays the trip deposit) when insurance bought within that 
window will qualify for pre-existing condition coverage. 
If this is important to you, please do not wait to purchase 
travel insurance. Your Yale licensed tour operator may be 
able to send you an insurance application but you may 
not receive their insurance application in time to meet the 
window for pre-existing condition coverage.
ITINERARY: The itinerary is subject to change.
RESPONSIBILITY: Yale University, the Association of 
Yale Alumni and Thomas P. Gohagan & Company, its 
and their employees, shareholders, subsidiaries, affiliates, 
officers, directors or trustees, successors, and assigns 
(collectively “Gohagan”), does not own or operate any entity 
which is to or does provide goods or services for your trip 
including, for example, lodging facilities, airline, vessel, or 
other transportation companies, guides or guide services, 
local ground operators, providers or organizers of optional 
excursions, food service or entertainment providers, etc. 
All such persons and entities are independent contractors. As a 
result, Yale University, the Association of Yale Alumni, and 
Gohagan are not liable for any negligent or willful act or failure 
to act of any such person or entity or of any other third party. 
 In addition and without limitation, Gohagan is not 
responsible for any injury, loss, death, inconvenience, 
delay, or damage to person or property in connection with 
the provision of any goods or services whether resulting 
from, but not limited to, acts of God or force majeure, acts 
of government, acts of war or civil unrest, insurrection or 

revolt, bites from or attacks by animals, insects or pests, 
strikes or other labor activities, criminal or terrorist activities 
of any kind or the threat thereof, sickness, illness, epidemics 
or the threat thereof, the lack of availability of or access to 
medical attention or the quality thereof, overbooking or 
downgrading of accommodations, mechanical or other 
failure of airplanes, vessels or other means of transportation, 
or for any failure of any transportation mechanism to arrive 
or depart on time or safely.
 If due to weather, flight schedules or other 
uncontrollable factors, you are required to spend an 
additional night(s), you will be responsible for your own 
hotel, transfers and meal costs. Baggage is entirely at 
owner’s risk. The right is reserved to decline to accept as a 
trip participant, or remove from a trip, without refund, any 
person Gohagan judges to be incapable of meeting the rigors 
and requirements of participating in the activities, or who is 
abusive to other trip participants, leaders or third parties, or 
who Gohagan determines to detract from the enjoyment of 
the trip by others. Passenger certifies not to have any mental, 
physical or other condition or disability that would create a 
hazard for him/herself or other passengers.
 Gohagan reserves the right to change the itinerary or 
trip features at any time and for any reason, with or without 
notice, and Gohagan shall not be liable for any loss of any 
kind as a result of any such changes. All fares, as well as ship 
schedules, port calls, hours of arrival and departure, special 
programs and guest lecture series (if applicable), are subject 
to change or cancellation without prior notice. Gohagan shall 
not be required to refund any portion of the fare or make any 
other compensation under these circumstances. Gohagan is 

not responsible for penalties assessed by air carriers 
resulting from operational and/or itinerary changes, even if 
Gohagan makes the flight arrangements or trip cancellation. 
Gohagan reserves the right to substitute hotels of a similar 
category for those listed in this brochure.
BINDING ARBITRATION: Any controversy or claim 
arising out of or relating in any way to this Release of 
Liability, Assumption of Risk and Binding Arbitration 
Agreement, to the Responsibility Clause, to the brochure, 
or any other information relating in any way to the trip, 
or to the trip itself, shall be settled solely and exclusively 
by binding arbitration in Chicago, Illinois in accordance 
with the commercial rules of the American Arbitration 
Association then existent. In any such proceeding, the 
substantive, but not procedural law of Illinois will apply.
RATES: Prices quoted are based on fares in effect at 
the time of printing and are subject to change prior 
to departure. On programs which include Gohagan 
purchased interstate or international air (which originates 
or returns to the United States), no increased costs will 
be passed on after final payment except for subsequently 
imposed governmental tax increases.
 Upon payment of a deposit, tour participant(s) indicates 
acceptance of the terms contained in this Release of Liability, 
Assumption of Risk and Binding Arbitration Agreement.
REGISTRATION: CST: #2031868-40. WST: #601 
767 666. OST: #TA 0905. 
PHOTO cREDITS: Alamy, Danita Delimont, Frans 
Lanting, Minden Pictures, Photoshot, Robert Harding, 
Superstock, Wolfgang Kaehler; all images are rights 
managed and cannot be used without permission.

To book, return the above form with credit card authorization or check payable to “Thomas P. Gohagan & Company” to  
Association of Yale Alumni, P.O. Box 209010, New Haven, CT 06520-9010. Phone: (203) 432-1952. Fax: (203) 432-0587.

or Visit www.yaleedtravel.org/Amazon16 to book online 

RESERVE YOUR TRIP TO THE AMAZON TODAY

payment options
❏ Pay by check made out to “Thomas P. Gohagan & Company”

Please charge the deposit of $1,000 per person to:
❏ amex  ❏ visa  ❏ mastercard  ❏ discover card

card number

expiration date  security code  

accommodations

preference

❏ i wish to have a single (limited availability – please call)

❏ i will share accommodations with:

machu picchu and the sacred valley post-tour option
❏ double occupancy $2,995 per person
❏ single occupancy $3,895 per person

❏ I/We confirm that I/We have carefully read the Terms and 
Conditions and Responsibility section of this brochure and 
agree to their terms on behalf of myself and the members 
of my party named above.

signature(s)    date

To register, return this form with your deposit of $1,000 
per person to YET.  Final payment is due November 6, 2015.

1) name as on passport 

date of birth    yale connection 

passport origin   relationship to other guest

2) name as on passport   

date of birth  yale connection 

passport origin   relationship to other guest

contact information

address   

city/state/zip      

primary  phone

secondary phone

e-mail

Amazon River Expedition
February 5 - 14, 2016
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Amazon River Expedition
February 5 – 14, 2016xxxxxxxxxxxx

Eduardo Fernandez-Duque, Yale Professor of Anthropology
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Journey along the mysterious Amazon 
River–the longest navigable tributary in 
the world–winding over 4,000 miles from 
its source high up in the Andes Mountains 
to the Atlantic Ocean. 
Explore the abundance of diverse wildlife 
in this exotic natural realm, from distinct 
pink river dolphins and transparent glass 
tree frogs to  countless species of colorful 
birds and vibrantly hued butterflies. 


