
Walt Disney World is celebrating their 40th 
anniversary this year with birthday festivities 
throughout the parks.

All Nations.  It is a state-of-the-art 
auditorium, doubling as a high-end 
HD television production facility, 
which will air programming natio-
nally and worldwide on the Trinity 
Broadcasting Network. This will also 
serve as a church building, where 
daily services, baptisms and marria-
ges can be held. 

The church will seat 2,000 
people and will host blockbuster 
Christian concerts and other special 
productions.  Plans are also in the 
works for a new “Passion of Christ” 
dramatization, with Jesus literally 
ascending on high, as well as a new 
“Hell’s Flames and Heaven’s Gates” 
presentation.

Disney Discoveries
Walt Disney World will turn 40 

in October 2011. Look for numerous 
celebrations, new openings and spe-
cial events starting in September to 
mark this special time in Disney’s 
history. 

After years of fun the Star Tours 
simulator ride in Disney’s Hollywood 
Studios is receiving a much-anticipa-
ted makeover. It will reopen in 2011 
with a new 3D experience and seve-
ral new Star Wars scenes. 

Disney will also begin work on 

one of the Magic Kingdom’s most 
beloved attractions, Dumbo the 
Flying Elephant, which will be com-
pletely re-imagined. Guests will be 
invited to step into the big top and 
join the circus before their magical 
flight over Fantasyland.

Disney World will also begin 
heavy construction on a huge re-
vamp of Fantasyland. They are 
constructing individual areas where 
guests can interact with some of the 
best-known princesses and other 
Disney movie characters. Children 
will be able to dance with Cinderella, 
celebrate Aurora’s birthday with the 
Good Fairies, or play a role with 
Belle in the library of the Beast’s cas-
tle. The Beast’s castle will also inclu-
de a three-room themed restaurant. 
Fans of Disney’s animated classic 
“The Little Mermaid” will journey 
under the sea to meet Ariel and her 
friends on an exciting new musical 
adventure.

Downtown Update
Downtown Disney has seen two 

upgrades in the end of 2010 that are 
worth seeing this year. Auditorium 
One at the Pleasure Island’s 24 AMC 
Theater has been upgraded into the 
first Enhanced Theater Experience 
(ETX) in the U.S. ETX theaters offer 
a 20 percent larger screen that goes 

from floor to ceiling, 3D technolo-
gy, digital projection and 12-channel 
audio. Also, Downtown Disney has 
added two new stores: D Street, an 
apparel store featuring urban inspi-
red apparel and Ridemakerz, which 
sells customized radio-controlled 
vehicles.

Make a Splash
SeaWorld will launch a new kil-

ler-whale show in spring 2011. The 
as-yet-unnamed Shamu show, accor-
ding to the Orlando Sentinel, will 
replace the five-year-old “Believe” as 
the signature attraction. SeaWorld’s 
Aquatica water park opened a new 
water slide in late 2010 called Omaka 
Rocka. Spring 2011 is a perfect time 
to experience this new water slide 
that is a high-speed tube with near 
vertical thrills, which gives riders a 
sense of weightlessness. 

Thrill Seeker
Orlando Thrill Park, a brand 

new theme park planned along 
I-Drive is expected to get approval to 
start construction in 2011.  Plans for 
the 77-acre park call for an assort-
ment of towering thrill rides and 
every variety of roller coaster—inclu-
ding motorbike and fourth dimen-
sion coasters—with room set aside 
for future development.  

A brand new Shamu show will debut at SeaWorld Orlando in 2011.
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