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HOW SQUIRRELS CAME TO DELMAR
        n 1940, the Delmar Lions Club purchased 
        six squirrels from Virginia and set them free
      in what was then called the “Delmar Park” 
(today’s State Street Park). The mayor of Delmar 
Delaware, Leroy Lockerman, had signs made 
notifying motorists on Grove and State streets to 
be careful in driving to avoid killing the squirrels. 
The squirrels were productive and today we have 
them everywhere.

I

photo

March  2011Newsletter

Delmar: Making History 
One Day at a Time.

Send your check to
Delmar Historical and Arts Society

C/O Wilmington Trust Co.
38716 Sussex Highway

Delmar, Delaware 19940

Membership Rates
$5.00 Individual 

$10.00 Institutional
$2.50 Students and Seniors (62+)

March Meeting
Open to the Public

Thursday, March 10, 2011
7 p.m. at Delmar High School
District Office Meeting Room

Support from our members is the 
lifeblood of our society.  DHAS 

thrives because of individual support 
from valued friends like you.

HISTORY WITH HOWARD DICKERSON

FROM THE VAULT-DELMAR IN THE SUMMER OF 1900

W                   hile searching around today for something
                   historical to write about Delmar, I decided on 
                   the topic of how the Delmar caboose got here.  
Those of us who moved to Delmar after 1976 may think the 
caboose has always been here. However, the caboose didn’t 
arrive until June of 1976, just in time for the Bicentennial.  
Like most things getting here it didn’t happen by itself, and 
involved the efforts of a number of people, including George 
Truitt and Grover Lecates.  Truitt and Lecates had been 
trying for 20 years to get a caboose into Delmar to use as a 
railroad museum.  In 1976 with the help of the Delmar 
Bicentennial Committee, they were able to succeed in that 
dream.  The caboose cost $1,000 and the money was raised 
by event fundraising and the sale of cookbooks (I came 
across one of those cookbooks at a flea market this past 
summer and snatched it up). With that effort the caboose 
arrived in June, damaged and covered in plywood painted the 
yellow color of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad.  When the 
plywood was removed, the familiar red of the former Chesa-
peake and Ohio was still present.  In 1976 the caboose was 
considered obsolete and replacement parts were difficult to 
find, but the damage was repaired and it was ready in time 
for the Bicentennial celebration.

Hastings, Pearle Lowe, Blanche Reninger, Ethel 
Hayman, Daisy Culver, Bertha Sturgis, Lillian English, 
Messrs. Jno. Elliott, Oscar Sharp, Harley Elliott, Loran 
German, Claude Phillips, Arthur Ellis, William Marvil, 
and Harry Herman.  The company after meeting at the 
home of Miss Blanche Marvil drove around and then 
started for the picnic at Zion.  All reported having a 
most delightful evening.

From the Salisbury Advertiser July 21, 1900-  The M.P 
and M.E. Churches will give an excursion to Ocean 
City Wednesday, July 25th.  Train leaving here at 8 a.m. 
and returning 7 p.m.

The young men of the town gave a delightful strawride 
on Wednesday of last week.  Those who enjoyed the 
pleasant ride were Misses Blanche Marvil, Ethel 
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