
On the morning of September 11th 
2001, terrorists in the Al Qaeda 

organization hijacked two commer-
cial planes and crashed them into the 
World Trade Center. This debacle 
led to much weariness and hostility 
towards the Islamic faith. But just 
because the attack was committed by 
a Muslim organization does not grant 
Americans the right to lump all Mus-
lims and terrorists into one category.    
It also does not give Americans the 
right to change the law that allocates 
freedom of religion under the First 
Amendment. Laws in America are 
made by the government, not by the 
victims of an unfortunate event. Just 
because our towers and pride were 
destroyed does not mean that our laws 
should be as well. 
   It is apparent that the planned com-
munity center in lower Manhattan 
fueled a surge of controversy between 
Muslims and the West, but this is 
mostly due to a lack of knowledge 
about the community center. Perhaps 
a little more background information 
is what America needs to accept the 

idea. Many Americans are uninformed 
about where the mosque is actually 
going to be built. It will be built two 
blocks away from the memorial site 
in an empty lot that used to be a coat 
factory. The center will also include 
amenities that are open to the public 
such as a swimming pool, restaurants, 
a fitness center, and a bookstore. This 
doesn’t sound so threatening, does it?
It is important for Americans not to 
succumb to the hysteria of the past.    
To prohibit the development of this 
community center is to unravel the law 
that makes our country so spectacular. 

Does preventing a group of people 
from following the law get any less 
constitutional? America must see its 
rules through even if it does not suit 
them all the time. 
   Phillip Cho, a junior at Penn State 
University, explains that moving the 
location of the mosque would simply 
be unconstitutional. He says “it is like 
praying to a God only when you are 
in trouble.” Enforcing laws and then 
making exceptions is indeed like pray-
ing to a God only when you are in a 
dilemma. 
   Hannah Hannawi, a Muslim-Amer-
ican student at North Carolina State, 
says “After 9/11 we were hurt too.  But 
it was worse because we were also 
blamed for the hurt. It made our situa-
tion much less enviable.” If Americans 
can acknowledge that they were not 
the only victims, it will be easier to ac-
cept the community center and maybe 

Islam as well. 
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